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LETTER Lir. 

Feb. 16, 17—. 

IH AD cleared at my benefit the laft feafon 
upwards of eleven hundred pounds. Thia 
was owing to ieveral caufes. I had for 
Tome time been allowed to be fole di3a« 
trefs among the polite ranks in the article 
of drels. My judgment in this point was 
held ift fo much eftimation^ that the ladies 
would have been wretched who did not con- 
fult mc relative to their birth-day or fancy 
cloaths. A mafc[uerade had been given by 
the foreign Ambafladors, which was^ the 
moil fplendid entertainment of the kind 
l^ver feen in England. This afforded me 
and my drelfer^ Mrs. Tinns (whom I had 
left behind me at Drury-lane when I re» 
moved from that Theatre) fufficient employ- 
ment. Fancy was tortured to fix on dif* 
VOL. III. B ferent 
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ftreni dreffes for the crouds of ladies that 
applied to us. Had I fuffered it, there would 
have been a hundred Eltrudas.^ Lady Kii- 
dare and Lady Granby were now added to 
my lift of patroneffes. In return for the af- 
iiftancel had given the numerous ladies upon 
this Qccafion, they fach of them made a 
point to employ all their intereft to increafe 
the emoluments of my night. 

Dr. Francis having been promoted through 
my application to Mr. Fox, and his promo- 
tion much talked of, I was looked up to as 
a proper perfon through whom to feek for 
preferment. ' All the military gentlemen, 
therefore, feized this opportunity to court 
fny favour ; and as the fureft way to do fo, 
paid a handfome tribute to my theatrical me- 
rit. Lord Kildare, Lord Granby, Mr. Fox, 
and Mr. Digby who was now returned from 
abroad, took four tickets at one hundred 
pounds each ; and the three laft continued 
tlieir liberality to me till death. All ihefe 
circumftancescombinedj account for thelarge- 
nefs of the before-mentioned fum. 

I befides received prefents from Afia, 
Africa, and America, together with others 
the produce of our own climate. In fhort I 
v^as now in pofleflion of every thing that 
could excite the envy of the world. And 
yet amidft all this, even in the very zenith 
of my fplendor, I was not haj^y. Like 
the celebrated Harlequin Carolin, who wept 
£ . under 
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under the mafque, while he excited peals 
of laughter from his aidmiring audience, my- 
fmiles covered an uneafy mind. And many 
a time when I have been thought by my fur- 
rounding guefts to be as happy as affluence 
and the acquifition of fame could make me^ 
I have fecretly exclaimed : " Where art thou 
to be found, O happinefs ! Thy only re- 
fidence can be with thofe bleffed votaries 
to Heaven, who having never experienced 
the delufive pleafures and corroding cares 
of the world, fecure within the cloiftered 
walls, the peaceful abode of innocence, 
know not a wifti but to render themfelves 
acceptable to their God." 
The conftant perturbation I underwent 
from thefe uneafy refleftions, and the un- 
ceafing fatigue I had gone through, had 
greatly impaired my health. It was there- 
fore thought advifeable for me to go to Briftol 
for a few weeks, before the enfuing feafon 
commenced. I was accompanied by the Wi- 
dow Delany, who, as ufual, was generally 
with me, and who had married one of Mr. 
Calcraft's clerks whofe name was Walker. 
When we reached Marlborough, as we drove 
into the yard of the Caftle, Mr. Ryan ran 
out to receive me, and greeted me with the 
pleafing intelligence, that my Daddy Qum 
was in the houfe ; adding, that he would go 
and wake him. 

It being eight o'clock in the evening, I 

B z^ was 
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was apprehenfive, from his being in bed, 
that Mr. Quin was indifpofed* But I was in« 
formed by Mr. Beard,, who was likewife one 
of the company, that my worthy friend, hav- 
ing been detained longer in town, the laft 
time he vifited the metropolis, than he wifhed, 
through his engagements with his numerous 
acquaintance ; he had made a refolution not 
to go to London again. And as he did not 
choofe to be totally deprived of the fociety 
of a few of his particular friends, he had re- 
quefted them to make a party, and meet him 
every fummer at Smith's. It was agreed that 
they fliould remain here till they had drank 
fuch a quantity of wine. I cannot now re- 
coiled how much that was ; but when Mr. 
Beard mentioned it, I thought it was fuffi- 
cient to ferve them for a year. 

Whilft I was receiving this information, 
by which time we had reached the garden, 
I heard his much-loved voice calling out 
to me, " I will come to you prefently !'* 
Turning about, I perceived him at the win- 
dow^ with his night-cap on ; and before I 
could fuppofe he had pulled it off, he joined 
IM. As he came along, he had ordered Sntiith 
to drcfs tvtry thing in the larder ; and if he 
could procure any niceties in the town, to do 
fo* His orders were obeyed to the very let- 
ter of the command ; and my journey being 
protrafted by this unexpefted encounter, be- 
fore tea o'clock w^ fat down to dinner, fix 

" and 
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and twenty in. company, to a table furnifhcd 
4 ike a Lord Mayor's feaft. 

Previous to our dining, I had the happi- 
nefs to enjoy an agreeable tiU-i-tett with this 
bed of men. In it, I acquainted him with 
every circumftance relative to myfelf, that 
had pafled fince I faw him laft. And as I 
had the inexpt^flible fatisfaflion to find that 
his friendfhip was unabated, and he dill loved 
me with the fondnefs of a father, I received 
that confolation from his advice, which I al* 
ways experienced from unbofoming mvfelf 
to this moft difinterefted and fincereft of 
friends. At three o'clock I retired, and or- 
dered a poft-chaife to purfue my journey ; 
leaving thofe chearful fons of Bacchus, I 
cannot fay to their noBurnal orgies, for it was 
one of the fineft mornings I ever beheld, but 
to conclude their oblations to his divinity- 
fliip.— Great geniufeswill be excentric — De- 
fying the common rules of common mortals, 
they will not admit of any reftraint from 
time; but indulge the vivifying in fpirations, 
till wearied nature, unable to keep pace 
with the intelledual powers, calls for repofe, 
'—-This accounts for the not unfrequented 
irregularities, with regard to hours, of my 
friend Quin. 

Upon my arrival at Briftol, I found a let- 
ter from my maid, wherein fhe informed me 
that her mafter was laid up by a violent at- 
tack of the gout in his head ; that my daugh^ 

B 3 ter 
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difguife, I had made no fecret ta her, as- 
fhe had fo long known every tranfaflion of 
my life, of my having a man of quality as- 
a profeifed admirer, who was both rich and 
generous. She from thence concluded, tl>at 
as foon as Mr. Calcraft was dead, I might 
be induced to form a conneftion with this- 
nobleman, and thereby have it in my power 
to be more liberal to her than at prefent I 
could be. 

She was the more anxious for this evenf^ 
. as fhe imagined I (hould then enable her K> 
retrieve a lofs fhe Aad fuftained through her 
indifcretion. After her firfl httfband, Mr.. 
Delany's, death, fhe was unkind enough^ 
though pofTefTed of the ability, lo refufe af- 
fiftance to his fifter, who was rather in dif- 
trefled circumflances. Enraged at this, L. : 
fifter commenced a fuit of law againft her ; 
and as her only furvi:ving child was now 
dea4 and there was no legitimate heir, fhe 
gained from her an eflate> which her hufband 
bad left her for a maintenance. By thefe* 
interefled views were my companion's thoughts- 
agitated during our return, whilft mine weipe 
filled with anxiety. 

As I fhall have occafion to- memion- Wal- 
ker and his lordfliip again in the courfe of 
my narrative, I fhall add nothing further re- 
lative to them here, hut purfue my JQurn^y 
la London, 

£ 4 Upom 



A V 

. P O L 6 

FOR THE 

L I F E 

O V 

GEORGE ANNE BELLAMY. 



LETTER Lir. 

Feb. 16, 17— • 

1H AD cleared at my benefit the laft feafon 
upwards of eleven hundred pounds. This 
was owing to feveral caufes. I had for 
Tome time been allowed to be fole di£la-* 
trefs ^mong the polite ranks in the article 
of drefs. My judgment in this point was 
held i^ fo much eftimation^ that the ladies 
^odd have been wretched who did not con- 
fult mc relative to their birth-day or fancy 
cloaths. A mafguerade had been given by 
the foreign Ambafladors, which was^ the 
. moft fplendid entertainment of the kind 
fiver feen in England. This afforded me 
and my drcfler, Mrs. Tinns (whom I had 
left behind me at Drury-lane when I re» 
moved from that Theatre) fufficient employ- 
ment. Fancy was tortured to fix on dif* 
VOL. Ill* B ferent 
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fercnt dreffes for the crouds of ladies that 
applied to us. Had I fuffered it, there would 
have been a hundred Eltrudas.^ Lady Kil- 
dare and Lady Granby were now added to 
my lift of patroneffes. In return for the af- 
fiftancel had given the numerous ladies upon 
this o<:cafion, they ^ach of them made a 
point to employ all their intereft to increafc 
the emoluments of my night. 

Dr. Francis having been promoted through 
my application to Mr. Fox, and his promo- 
tion much talked of, I was looked up to as 
a proper perfon through whom to feek for 
preferment. ' All the military gentlemen, 
therefore, fcized this opportunity to court 
my favour ; and as the fureft way to do fo, 
paid a handfome tribute to my theatrical me- 
rit. Lord Kildare, Lord Granby, Mr. Fox, 
and Mr. Digby who was now returned from 
abroad, took four tickets at one hundred 
pounds each ; and the three laft continued 
their liberality to me till death. All thefe 
circumftancescombinedj account for the large - 
fiefs of the before-mentioned fum. 

I befides received prefents from Afia, 
Africa, and America, together with others 
the produce of our own climate. In (hort I 
ivas now in pofleflion of every thing that 
could excite the envy of the world. And 
yet amidft all this, even in the very zenith 
of my fplendor, I was not happy. Like 
the celebrated Harlequin Carolin, who wept 
6 , under 
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under the mafque, while he excited peals 
of laughter from his aidmiring audience, my- 
fmiles covered an uneafy mind. And many 
a time when I have been thought by my fur- 
rounding guefts to be as happy as affluence 
and the acquifition of fame could make me, 
I have fecretly exclaimed : " Where art thou 
*' to be found, O happinefs ! Thy only re- 
** fidence can be with thofe bleffed votaries 
" to Heaven, who having never experienced 
^' the delufive pleafures and corroding cares 
•* of the world, fecure within the cloiftered 
*' walls, the peaceful abode of innocence, 
" know not a wifti but to render themfelves 
" acceptable to their God." 

The conftant perturbation I underwent 
from thefe uneafy refleftions, and the un- 
cealing fatigue I had gone through, had 
greatly impaired my health. It was there- 
fore thought advifeable for me to go to Briftol 
for a few weeks, before the enfuing feafon 
commenced. I was accompanied by the Wi- 
dow Delany, who, as ufual, was generally 
with me, and who had married one of Mr. 
Calcraft's clerks whofe name was Walker. 
When we reached Marlborough, as we drove 
into the yard of the Caftle, Mr. Ryan ran 
out to receive me, and greeted me with the 
pleafing intelligence, that my Daddy Ouin 
was in the houfe ; adding, that he woula go 
and wake him. 

It being eight o'clock in the evening, I 

B z^ wat 
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my brother made no doubt but be ftiouM 
be nominated Commander of a veffel which 
had been faved by his^ bravery. But he wa* 
difappointed in his expeflations. Lord Ty- 
rawley, not being able to forgive the infult 
he had received from him, he had, with too 
much rigour, applied to the Admiral upon 
the occaiion, and requefted that his fon 
might not be promoted to the command. 

My brother was no fooner informed by 
the Admiral of his LordQiip's application^ 
than he was incenfed greatly both at his 
father's feverity, and the Admiral's too eafy 
compliance with fo unjuft a requeft. And 
in the firft tranfports of his rage, he inclofed 
his commiffion to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, defiring they would offer it up, with 
iheir next facrifice,- to the Goddefs Cloacina. 
It was expeSed that my brother would have 
been called to a court-martial for tbis indig^- 
nity. But their Lordfhips taking into con« 
fideration the provocation he had received^ 
and attributing his rudenefs to them to the 
unkind treatment of Lord Tyrawley and the 
Admiral, they only entered into an official tc- 
iblution, that he fhould never be employed in 
the fervice more. It was a long while before 
I could get him reinftated, though I exerted 
all my intereft for the purpofe ; and.it impeded 
his being made a poft captain for years. 

In the profecution of my brother s rein« 
jfUtement^ I applied ta the late honourable 

Mr* 
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Mr. Yorke, who was one of the moft zeal out 
of my theatrical admirers. I requefted of 
hiiD^ that he would interefl himfelf with his 
fitter. Lady Anfon, in behalf of my relation ; 
upon which he told me, he would introduce 
me to her ladyfhip, that 1 might plead for 
him myfelf. He accordiegly did me the ho^ 
nour ; which procured me the happinefs of 
being acquainted with that lady. 

As the bad ftate of health her ladyfhjp Ia« 
boured under confined her much at home ; 
and fbe had a tafte for literature, fhe applied 
herfelf fcH* ftudy, and became an^ adept in 
moft of the fciences. When I took my 
leave of her ladyOiip after my firft introduc- 
tion, (he requefted that I would call upon 
her often. And as we generally adopt the 
refearches of thofe we admire, I refolved to 
ftudy philofophy ; aiid endeavour, if I could 
not arrive at the honour of being the firl^ 
t& be the fecond female Newton. For this 
purpofe I vifited the obfervatory at Flam- 
ftead-houfe ; conftantly attended Martin's 
Lefiures ; and foon became acquainted with 
the Ram, the Bull, the Lion, ^the Scorpion^ 
and all the eonftellations. Having acquired 
a knowledge of Aftronomy, I do ruot know 
whether I fiiould not have become an adept 
in eve»y branch of natural Philofophy, had 
not my humanity flood in the way. For 
upon feeing » cat tortured ia an air-pump^ 

of 
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of which^ though an animal I have the 
greateft diflike to> I could not bear to behold 
the convulfive ftruggles; I left the purfuit 
of iPhilofophy^ and turned my thoughts to 
Politics, 

When I entered upon this fcience, I de- 
termined to become, if poffible^ another 
Main tenon. Though I could never admire 
that lady's fentiments in private life^ I rea- 
dily allowed that fhe poflefled great talents 
in the cabinet. I now ftudioufly fought to 
acquire a knowledge of the law of nations. 
I read Grotius, Puffendorf, and all the great 
writers upon that fubjed ; and paid as much 
attention to the ftudy, as if I had been about 
to be appointed Ambaffadrefs to the firft 
court in Europe. What greatly accelerated 
my proficiency in this branch of fcience^ waft 
my having bad the pleafure of meeting Lady 
Rochford at Holland-houfe. 

I need not inform you that this Lady was 
one of the firft wits of her time, and from 
having been bred in a court, one of the 
moft poliihed of women. Her extenfive 
knowledge, enabled her to render herfelf 
of great fervice to Lord Rochford during his 
embaflies to moft of the principal courts 
of Eurc^e. Though Ibe was thus elevated 
by her ftation and great abilities, Ike had 
the good fenfe to be s^Kyve fonns; fhe 
made her own etiquette. As I did not ac« 
tept her invitation fo foon as her ladyfhip ex« 

peeled. 
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pefled, fhe came to vifit me. This circum- 
ftance not only highly flattered me, but 
procured me the pleafure of her converfa- 
tion, which I fcarcely knew equalled by 
any of her fex.— The boafted fuperiority of 
the men over our fex in the endowments of 
t?5c mind, is a mere common-place vaunt.—- 
How many ladies could I point out, from 
my acquaintance with the great world, 
whofe mental accomplifhments are incon- 
trovertible proofs of the fallacy of this 
much talked of opinion ! Among thefe, 
the lady I have juft mentioned was a brilliant 
inftance. 

This feafon I appeared but feldom, as 
Barry irevived feveral old plays, and pro- 
cured a new one, in order to fhew Mifs Nof- 
filer to advantage. He was obliged to adopt 
fuch a meafure, the poflefEon of charaQers 
being, as I have already obferved, efteemed 
at this time the property of the performer* 
And it was an invariable rule at the theatre, 
not to make the fmallefl: encroachment on a 
cuftom fo long eftablifhed. The new piece 
he had procured was at length announced. 
The name of its author, I think, was M*Na- 
mara. I am not altogether certain as to the 
title of this tragedy of tragedies, but I bc- 
Keve it was chriftened ** Philoclea." 

The firft night of its being performed, 1 
went to Mr. Rich'% with an intent to accom- 
pany fomc of hb family into the houfe ta 

fee 
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fee it. By fome incident or other we were 
prevented from carrying my defign into 
execution. About eight o'clock, we were 
greatly furprized to hear the raoft violent 
fbouts, and loudeft peals of laughter, that 
can be conceived, iffue from the theatre. 
Our curiofity being now excited, we all 
haftened in, to know what could occafion 
fuch unufual marks of diftinQion to a ftrious 
piece. We found the heroine of it, and another 
female upon the flage ; and were informed, 
that they were the eighth or ninth charac- 
ters, which had made their exit to be decapi- 
tated, and returned immediately with their 
heads on. This gave the piece, at lead, the 
charms of novelty; and fliewed, that the 
author had adopted Bays's mode^ to tlevaie 
andfurprize: It could not, however, fecure 
it from being damned. 

Among other plays, Barry revived '* Bu- 
** firis.'' But it was attended with no 
better fuccefs than that of his country- 
man. And the proprietor, loaded with fuch 
an additional expence, found this to be the 
lead profitable feafon of any within my me- 
mory. 

During the present winter I obtained 
another patroncfs, in the young Lady Effex. 
This lady, who was juft married to the Earl, 
was the daughter of the celebrated wit, Sir 
Charles flanbury Williams. Her partiality 
for me exceeded all belief. So extraordinary 

a pre- 
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a prejudice in my favour can only be account- 
ed for, by her mother's having never permit- 
ted her to go into public till her nuptials took 
place. It was a firft impreflion; and thofe are 
generally lafting. To this amiable young 
lady I introduced Madam Montete, of whom 
I have already made mention. An honour 
which fhc repaid with the lofs of her life. 

G. A. B. 
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March ift, vj^m 

A S you put a flop, or at leaft my imagi- 
jr\^ nation reprefented you as putting a 
xiop to my refleftions at the beginning of my \ 
laft letter, I fliall in this enter at once upon 
i»y narrative. Only premifing, that you muji 
indulge me in them now and then. The ob- 
fervations I am frequently led to interfperfe 
through my " Apology," are fuch as na- 
turally arife from the incidents ; and they aif- 
ford a needful relief. — Hold pen ! — Shall I 
not myfelf be guilty of as great an Hibernia- 
cifm as the author of " Philoclea,*' if I make 
the introductory part of this letter a long 
one, at the very time I am aflerting that I 
will proceed without any introduflion at 
all ?— I fear I (hall.-^But how to remedy it I 
know not ; unlefs I either add to my blunder 
by adding a long firing of apologies, or tear 

U> 
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to pieces what I have already written.-^The 
former would probably put your patience to 
too fevere a trial ; and the latter I am loiath 
to do, left I fhould rob you of a fmile which 
this little excurfion of my pen perhaps may 
excite. — I will therefore let it ftand as it is^ 
and proceed. 

My benefits were increafing every year. 
And I was now fo accuftomed to receive the 
tribute of the public, that I accepted their 
prefents with as much eafy indifference, as 
the Princefs in Dryden's ** Indian Queen," 
does her lover's laurel. Fafhion had for 
fome time made me her ftandard. But now 
I reaped more folid pleafure, and more laft- 
ing praife, from having my company courted 
by a *Doddington, a tLyttelton, a § Wil- 
liams, and a Mallet. To thefe I might add 
the modern Ariftophanes, and all the wits of 
the age. And what was ftill more flattering 
to my pride, females of the firft rank, and 
thofe exemplary patterns of reSlitude^ admitted 
tne to their intimacy. A Powerfcourt, a 
•Dillon, and a Tyrawley, honoured me withy 
their friendfhip. I vifited occafionally thofe; 
ladies, and, though I was not in a fituatioti 
of life, even if I had been married, to hope 
for a return, they always returned my vifits, 

* George Bubb Doddington, afterwards Lord Melcombe. 

f Lord Lyttehon. 

^ Sir Charles Hanbury Williams. 
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* and accepted my invitations. As did alfo the 
Countefs of Rochford, with whom I was lately 
become acquainted. 

Judging by thefe fortunate circumftances, 
for which I ,was more indebted to chance than 
to real merit, the world fuppofed me to pof-* 
feis as many mental qualifications, as the fu«. 
perficial ones fafliion had given me credit for« 
X was too indolent to convince them of the 
contrary. I fufFered them to remain in the 
error. They, however, took it for granted*. 
And though I might not be efteemed by my 
acquaintance a firft rate wit, I was termed 
txtremtly clever. This opinion pafled current. 
And at that time I was too much beloved to 
have it contradifted.— Thus does our confe- 

Suence in the opinion of the world generally 
epend upon circumftances. Whilft fortune 
fmiles, we ftand high in their eflimation ; our. 
moft trivial accomplifhments are magnified 
into perfe6Uons; and every \s/ord we utter 
abounds with good fenfe.-— Yet let but a cloud 
appear to darken our profpefts, and thofe, 
who before were charmed with what bordered 
en folly^ now become infenfible to our moft. 
refined wit. 

Mr. Fox continued at the. head of the fame 
department, with univerfal approbation. He 
not only executed his high office with fatif-' 
fadion to himfelf, but to thofe who were 
dependent on him^ or had concerns with 
hinu To thofe who came to tranfa6t buli-* 

nefs^ 
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nefs, or to folicit fuch favours as he could 
vith propriety beftow, he gave a ready ad- 
miflion, and fent them away pleafed with 
their reception. But thofe who applied 
itierely to court the funfhine of his favour, 
met with an unreferved refufal. He did 
not, as is too often the cafe, buoy up their 
hopes with promifes he never intended to 
fulfil ; on the contrary, he put a ftop at once 
to further applications. And thereby pre- 
vented his levee from being crouded with vain 
expeSants, to their great inconvenience and 
lofs of time. 

Mr. Calcraft's agencies increafed daily* 
And my company and bufinefs kept pace 
with that increafe. I was fo much interefted 
in promoting his emoluments, that I did it at 
the hazard of my life. Hearing one night, 
at a late hour, of a promotion that was about 
to take place, I arofc from my bed, to which 
I was confined by illnefs, dreffed, and went to 
a mafqued ball at the Hay-market, where I 
heard the two gentlemen I wanted to apply to 
were, on purpofe to remind them of their pro- 
mifes. Thefe were Colonel Lafcelles, and' 
General Honeywood. They recoUefted hav- 
ing given me a promife, and I fucceeded in 
my application. But the fatigue I went 
through to do this occafioned my being con- 
jBned to my bed for a fortnight. 

The increafe of bufinefs Mr. Calcraft now 

experienced, rendered it neccflary, from the 

^ additional 
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additional clerks and fervants which were be- 
come needful, to take a much larger houfe 
than that we were in at prefent. As one 
which was both roomy and elegant was re- 
quifite, and likewife that it fhould be fituated 
contiguous to the public offices, the fummer 
was allowed for the acquifition of fuch a one. 
As for my own part, I was determined to 
have no concern in the tranfa6lion. Find- 
ing myfelf near twelve hundred pounds in 
debt, I declared I would no longer be the 
oftenfible houfekeeper. And in order to 
avoid being fo, I refolved on a tour to the 
Continent, inftead of a journey to Briftol, as 
I at firft had propofed. My next induce- 
ment in fixing on the former, was to fee my 
much efteemed friend Mifs Meredith, who 
had to appearance almoft come to the laft 
ftage of her journey through life. Another 
motive was, that I wifhed to thank in perfon 
Madam Brilliant for the civilities I had re- 
ceived from her. 

My gentleman, who by this time imagined 
that I had relaxed from my infenfibility, and 
had contrafted fome regard for him, no 
fooner thought he perceived this, than from 
the natural ficklenefs of his fex, he became 
indifferent himfelf. As an indifputable proof, 
he avowed a partiality for a lady of eafy vir- 
tue, ycleped Lucy Cooper. In confequencc 
of this, he encouraged my refolution of going 
to France i and we parted equally well pleaf- 

ed« 



24 THltlFSOP 

ed.— Is It not ftrange that there fiiould be. 
this unaccountable propenfity in man ? What 
they ftrivc to obtain by vows, by bribes, or 
the moft abje3; fubmiifion ; and purchafe by 
vhole years of affiduity ; is no fooner fe- 
cured, than it lofes its value. ** By keep- 
** ing men ofF," as Mrs. Peachum tells her 
daughtej, '* We do indeed keep them on." — 
Had any one told Calcraft, when he made 
ufe of the arts he did to gain pofleffion of 
me, that the very appearance of the regard he 
then fo earneftly fought, would prove de- 
ftruftive of his love, his anfwer would have 
been, " It is impoflible." 

My firft vifit when I arrived at Boulogne^ 
was to the convent of the Urfulines, where 
I had fpent fo many liappy years in the early 
part of my life^ and from wbofe peaceful 
walls I had often regretted my removal. I 
was here a welcome gueft. Having from 
the time of my leaving France kept up a cor- 
' refpondence with the ladies, notwithftanding 
fo many years bad fince elapfed, I was not 
totally forgotten by them, as otherwife might 
have been expeded. I continued with th&a» 
four days, which I pafled in fweet converfe 
with the holy fillers, and in the pleafing du- 
ties of that religion, the firft rudiments of 
which had been there inftilled into my 
9iind, 

From thence I proceeded direftly to Paris. 
Had I not been accuftomed to attention^ 

4 ^y 
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my fituation here would have been troublc- 
fome. There is fo much fadefe in the adu- 
lation you receive from the French, that it 
fickens inftead of pleafes, I was introdu* 
ced to the Du MeniU The Clairon and Le- 
quin were in confinement for having refufed 
to play upon fome particular occafion. When 
I received this information, I congratulated 
myfelf on being a native of Britain ; where 
the laws would have protected me from an 
arbitrary imprifonment. For I certainly 
Ihouldlnot have fubmitted with paffive obe- 
dience fo fuch an injunftion, 

I had a very preffing invitation to go to 
Voltaire's elegant retirement, where the Mar- 
quis de Vernieul was then upon a vifit ; and 
I was very much mortified that the limitation 
of my time prevented me from enjoying a 
happinefs I had long languifhed for : I wrote 
the reafon of my not being able at that time 
to accept the honour intended me ; but pro- 
mifed that I would, with the utmoft pleafure, 
make it my bufmefs the following fummer, 
I marked the day of my intended return from 
the fouth, where the chief purpofe of my 
tour called me ; which would be about the 
fame time, I learnt, that the Marquis was 
^o be in Paris. 

Upon my arrival at Thouloufe, which had 
been the refidence of my fair friends the 
Mifs Merediths, I found that the eldcft, who 
to aU appearance was in good health when flie 

VOL. ni» C left 
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left England, had 'breathed her lafl:^ fome * 
few days before I reached the place. . I was 
apprehenfive that the melancholy eventwould 
have proved fatal to her filler, who had been 
fo long ill, and on whofe account they had 
come to Fraince. But, contrary to all ex- 
pedtation, in a fortnight after her fitter's de- 
ceafe, flie was fo well recovered as to be 
able to return with me to Paris ; where the 
gai<rty of that lively city, which her indif- - 
pofition had prevented her from enjoying as 
file paffed through it in her way to Thou- 
loufe, difpclled her grief, and quite re-efta- 
blifhed her health. The never-failing fpirits 
of the Marquis deVernieul, who was returned 
from Voltaire's^ together with our trips to 
the environs, and the petit Joupers we were 
inceflantly partaking of, made the three 
weeks which we continued in Paris, fly with 
tJie nimble pinions of a dove. So much for my 

.cxcurfion to France; which not only afford- 
ed me a temporary fufpenfion of my cares, 

.but Mr* Calcraft time to engage a houfe. 

Upon my return to England, I was fet 
down at our hotel in Parliament-ftreet ; for 

. fo it really was in comparifon to the houfe in 

. Brewcr-ftreet. I was very happy to find 
things commeilsfaiit -, inconfequenceof which 
my maid was to return to her former fitua- 
tion, and be termed my woman, Mrs. Clifford. 
Mr. Calcraft had now fourteen or fifteen 

*i:krks, which made the whole of our fe^- 

vants 
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vants to amount to upwards of thirty. He 
had engaged a moft reputable maitre d*hotel 
named Quince, who had lived with Mr. Pel- 
ham till his death. Having made fo con- 
fiderable an addition to our ftile of living, 
Mr. Calcraft agreed to allow two thoufand 
five hundred pounds a year for the table; 
which, with the produce of the farm, pre- 
fents, &c. was fully fufficient to maintain, 
in this point, the magnificence we were en- 
tered into. For though the quantity of the 
provifions was thus increafed, the quality 
was by no means the fame. 

From this expenfive arrangement, I did 
not entertain the leaft doubt but that Mr, 
Calcraft would readily difcharge fuch a trifle 
as twelve hundred pounds ; which was the 
amount of the debts I had contrafted for the 
houfe expences, as already obferved. The 
extra ones, which I had incurred by pur- 
chafes, during my excurfion to France, my 
friend Mifs Meredith had enabled me to pay# 
Upon their .fetting out for the continent, 
their banker. Sir Jofeph Hankey, hacf given 
them an unlimited credit on a houfe at 
Thouloufe ; and the lifter that died having 
left the furviving one the whole of her for- 
tune, the companion of my return was miftrefs 
of more than twenty thoufand pounds. The 
fum I borrowed of this lady amounted to fix 
hundred pounds. 

C 2 LET- 
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March 9, 17— • 

WHEN the winter campaign at the 
theatre commenced, I found that 
Barry was gone to Ireland in difguft ; this 
Jiad arifen from Mr. Rich's not thinking pro- 
per to comply with the exorbitant demands 
he made relative to the engagement of Mifs 
Noffiter. Mr. Sheridan was engaged for fome 
nights. I was not upon the beft terms with 
that gentleman, for more reafons than one. 
In the firft place, I could not forgive his 
making me pay for the orders I had iffued 
during my being with him in Ireland ; and 
in the next, from a letter he had wrote me, in 
which he offered me a pecuniary reward, if 
I would recommend a friend of his to Mr. 
Calcraft, as an Irifh agent. I was fo dif- 
pleafed at this affronting mode of applica- 
tion, that although I had heard of the gen- 
tleman's , worth, and could have wiflied to 
have ferved him, I returned no anfwer to 
Mr. Sheridan's letter ; in order to Ihew, that 
I was fenfible of the affront. I have always 
been very particular in refufing every appli- 
cation that has been attended with the offer 
of a douceur. And if a laudable delicacy in 
points of this kind was more general, places 

.would 
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would not fo often be filled by the ignorant 
and unworthy, to the exclufion of merit. 

Having very little profpedt of employ- 
ment at the theatre, I requefted Mr. Rich to 
give me up my articles ^ in which, befides 
the ftipulation for my falary, there was an 
agreement that I fliouid have my choice of 
parts in all plays which might be afted at 
that boufe ; but this he would not confent 
to dov A gentleman of the name of Sparks, 
Avas engaged by Mr. Rich this feafon ^ he 
bad great merit in his line of afting ; but 
his chief excellence lay in the infinite hu- 
mour he was mafter of when in company, 
which made bis company greatly courted by 
all his acquaintance. 

Early in the feafon a rehearfal of ^'ThcDif- 
treffed Mother^'was called. Being rather la- 
ter than ufual in my attendance, for I alvvavs 
made a point to be one of the firft, to my 
great furprife, I found Mrs. WofHngton re- 
peating the part of Andromache, Upon my 
expreffing my difapprobation, that lady, 
walking up to me, told me, that as my youth 
and elegance better fuited the charadler of 
Hermione, and that I might alfo enjoy the 
happinefs ihe knew I fhould have in (hewing 
my new Parifian finery, Ihchad been induced 
to take the part of the Queen. Without 
deigning to return an anfwer to my infulting 
rival, I immediately fent for Mr. Rich, and 
told him what was going forward. The 

C 3 manager^ 
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manager, without any hcfitation, reinflatcd 
nie in my chaniScr ; and Mrs. Woflington 
was obliged, againft her will, to appear in 
Hermionc, and, to her very great mortifica- 
tion, in a drefs that was not over-clean. 

*' Oedipus" w^as foon after revived. And 
in order to ihew the horro and heroine of the 
piece to the greateft advantage, Mrs. Wof- 
fington, upon account of her figure, was 
chofen to reprefent the latter, and I v^s to 
appear ixi the character of a young princefs, 
Idid fo. Bat, on the firfl: night of its repre- 
fentation, overcome by the horror of the 
piece, and by my fright at feeing the ghoft 
of Laius, notwithftanding I had been fo long 
ufed to the ftage, and all its feigned terrors, 
I fainted away, and was carried off in a ftate 
of infenfibility. When I recovered ray fen- 
fes, I was informed, that the audience, as 
much terrified as myfelf, had retired, and 
left Oedipus and Jocafta to croak at one 
another, in a difmal tete-a-tete. , +'%v 

*' Phasdra and Hippolytus," in which I 
was honoured with the part of another prin- 
cefsj was alfo got up. Of this charafter, from 
the piece^s being fo Ihort-lived, I recolledt as 
little as I do that of Hippolytus, which I have 
been trying to call to memory, but without 
fuccefs. The illnefs, which proceeded from 
the fright juft mentioned, lafted a confidera- 
ble time, and prevented my playing much, 
. till the benefits, when I was fully employed. 

After 
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After I had received the emoluments of 
mvovvn benefit, I propofed to fettle all my 
bills ; and for this purpofe I Ihcvved Mr. 
Calcraft thofe which had been left unpaid at 
the time we quitted Brewer-ftreet ; thel'e, by 
their accumulation between the period of 
thfir being delivered in, and our removal 
from thence, were now increafcd to upwards 
of thirteen hundred pounds ; having deli- 
berately looked over them, and feen their 
amount, he plainly told me, that he could 
not pay them ; he faid, that his expences 
were very great ; and as my income was fa 
confiderable, it was more than fufficient, 
wilh ceconomyy to fupport fo fmall a family, 
with the four hundred a year he had allowed 
towards it. He then alked me what I had 
done with the thoufand pounds in bank- 
rotes, that I had received at the time of my 
quarrel with Mr. Metham, of which he now 
acknowledged himfelf the donor, as well as 
of the fifty for my Tunbridge horfes. I was 
thunder-ftruck at this diredt fefufal af his 
paying thefe debts, for I not only flattered 
myfelf that he would have difcharged them^ 
but the fix hundred pouijds I had borrowed 
of Mifs Meredith. 

As foon as I could recover from mycoii* 
fufion, I arofe up to leave the room ; but he 
prevented me from going, fearing I ihould 
quit the houfe : this I certainly ftiould 
have done^ as I defpifed him for his mean- 

C 4 nel5> 
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nefs. I muft here flop to remark, that even 
in the midft of- my chagrin at Mr. Calcrafc^s 
behaviour, I received great pleafure from 
the information, that 1 was not indebted to 
the nobleman I fufpeftcd for the thoufand 
pounds ; efpecially as his J.orcilhip had 
feemed to confider himfelf at liberty to fdi- 
cit my favour ever fince my difunion with 
Mr. Metham. 

Mr. Calcraft having detained me, he con- 
cluded with faying, that if I would once con- 
vince him that I knew the value of money, 
he would give me a thoufand pounds for 
every hundred I then required. Tired with 
tkh pecuniary converfation, which always was 
the moftunpleaiing to me of any, and now 
holding him in foveretgn contempt, I repli- 
ed, that I left it to plodders like him, who were 
poffeffed of no other knowledge, to fet a value 
upon fuch tralh. Upontliis, he pulled out his 
pocket-book, and laying down three hundred 
and odd pounds, which, with the thoufand 
and fifty before received, juft made up the 
amount of the bills owing, he walked down 
to his delk, there to blefs the Mammon, by 
which he hoped, at fome future period, to 
purchafe himfelf a title, or at leaft to be- 
come, through it, a leader in the Houfe of 
Commons. That thefe were his fentiments, 
I ihall hereafter have occafion to evince. 

I had been, told^ a few days before the 
above converfation between Mr» Calcraft and 

myfelf 
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myfelf took place, that a lady, who would 
not leave hername or any meffage, had call- 
ed upon me feveral times, and, as flie faid, 
by my own appointment. As I was punfti- 
lious, even to the very letter of the word, I 
was furprifed at my having been guilty of 
fiich a breach of good manners ; I accord- 
ingly gave orders to the porter (for fuch a 
domeftic was now become necefl'ary to us) 
that the ftranger fhould be admitted when- 
ever flie came again. 

I had fcarcely compofed myfelf from the 
agitation in which Mr. Calcraft had left me, 
and had juft fat down to breakfaft, when the 
perfon was Ihewn in. But how fliall I de- . 
fcribe to you the figure that entered the 
room ? Pifture to yourfelf a tall, thin, pale, 
dejefted. woman, in whofe looks was accu- 
mulated every degree of diftrefs and mifer)\ 
Yet there ihone through all this wretched- 
nefs fomething which feemed to declare that; 
fhe was not born to fuffer indigence. I re- 
quefled her to fit, and enquired her com- 
mands.. She then informed me^ that having 
loft the ufe of her hand,lhe had been obliged 
to another to enable her to addrefs me. And 
as the reafon was affigned in the letter which 
Ihe had fent me, of her not giving me then 
an explanation, fhe reminded me, that I had 
kindly wrote an anfwer, in which I had de- 
fired to fee her. . As foon as ihe mentioned 
this^ I xecoUe^ed the circumftance. . 

' C5 Upon 
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Upon my preffing her to drink a difii of 
chocolate, flie requefted, as my maid was in 
the room, fhe might be permitted to fpeak 
with me alone. Had Ihe known the good- 
nefs of Clifford's heart,ihe would have efteem- 
cd this requeft unneceflary. As foon as my 
riiaid had quitted the room, the ftranger 
threw open a decent cloak that covered her, 
and difplaycd fuch a fcene of wretchednefs, 
as an attempt to defcribe, with minutenefs, 
would almoft call my veracity in queftion* 
Let it fuffice to fay, that her gown, or the 
garment which had once been a gown, had 
no fleeves to it ; two pieces of cloth were 
faftened clofe to her flicks of arms, which if 
poffible, made them appear thinner than they 
were. In fliort, the whole of her drefs con- 
veyed fuch an idea of extreme penury, as I 
had never been a witnefs to upon any occa- 
fion before. This diftrefsful fight awakened 
within me every compaflionate feeling ; 
and I was now as much affefted by the ten- 
der pafEons> as I had jujft before been moved 
with refentment. 

She proceeded to inform me, that fhe was 
the unfortunate widow of the late Sir James 
Lindfay, who had "been firft lieutenant of a 
nian of war, and blown up in her during an 
engagement. She faid,^s the match between 
Sir James and herfelf had been more incited 
by love than prudence, his father, upon his 
dcceafe, had left him a very fmall eflate 

. . .- only. 
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only, together with a title, which was rather 
an incumbrance to thofe who had it not in 
their power to llipport the digivity of it. She 
added, that fhe had five children. 

Her eldeft Ion, Sir John, had been taken 
from her by his uncle, an eminent merchant^ 
and from whom he had expedtations of a fu- 
ture fupporr. - Her eldeft daughter, during 
the time ihe lay in with one of her other 
children, had, through the careleflhefs of the- 
fervant, fallen put of a window,- by which 
Ihe had broken one of her legs. An amputa- 
tion followed, and fhe was otherwifc rendered 
a cripple. The terror, arifing from the fad 
cataftropheof her dear hufband, had thrown 
her into labour fooncr than nature intended, 
when ihe was delivered of a boy, who, to alE 
appearance, would prove an idiot; as, at four 
years of age, he could not feed himfelf, or 
fpeak articulately.. 

Thefe accuoiulated forraws, added to the 
mod pungent diftrefs, had greatly injured 
her health, and occafioned the lofs o.( her 
limbs. She had, however, at length, reco- 
vered the ufe of all but her hands^ by whicb 
alone Ihe could fupport herfelf and four 
diildren ; her penfion^ fifteen pounds a year, 
badly paid, being barely fufficient to pro-^ 
cure a habitation for them. She had been 
obliged to part from, every thing upon which 
Ihe could raife money.. The hat and cloak, 
ibe had on,, the only decent part of her ap- 
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parel, were borrowed. She concluded witlr 
laying, that Ihe had been advifed to apply to* 
me, and encouraged by the character I bore 
for humanity, fhe had taken that liberty. 

The money Mr. Calcraft had left me was 
ftill lying on my drefling-table. I took up 
what there was, and gave it to her. It 
amounted to a few guineas only. But the 
fum exceeding her expectations, the poor 
woman was ready ta faint with tranfport. 
As foon as flie was a little recovered, and had 
found the power of utterance, half choaked 
with the fluttering emotions of her grateful 
heart, flic faid, " I did not mean, Madam, 
** to intrude upon your generofity, but'^— 

She had proceeded thus far, when Mr* 
Fox entered the room. He faw me fo af- 
feded, for affefted indeed I was, that 
he was going to retire. Upon which I 
ran to him, and taking hold of his hand, 
exclaimed, " O, my dear Sir, you are the 
•' very perfon I want !'* As I had never tak- 
en the liberty to lay hold of his hand be- 
fore, and now prefled it moft vehemently, 
he imagined from that, and the agitation of 
my whole frame, that fomething of the ut- 
moft confequence muft occafion it. He 
therefore enquired in what he could oblige 
me. 1 repeated to him the affefting tale,- 
fimply as I had juft heard it. At the con-- 
clufion of it, 1 found that- 1 ftill prefled his ' 
hand between mine, and that I kept him 

(landing* 
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ffatiding. I was confounded^ The earneft- 
ncfs with wiich I interefted myfelf in my 
petitioner's woes, made me forget the deco- 
rum due to the perfon to^ whom I was ap- 
plying in^ her favour. 

I had been in many delicate fituations be- 
fore, but never felt myfelf in fo awkward 
a one as the prefent. I could not prevent my 
tears from flowing; and I found Jimplicity 
to be mare efficacious in pleading my own 
caufe, as well as that of my iupplicant, than 
all the ftudied arts of eloquence. Never did 
two hearts mor^ abound with the milk of 
human kindnefs, than my own and that of 
the worthy man before mc Whilfl huma- 
nity beamed from his countenance, he con- 
doled with the lady on her misfortunes, and 
bidding her be comforted, told her, he would 
fee what was to be done for her. Then tak- 
ing out his pocket-book, he gave her a 
bank note. The value of it I did not fee. 
My unfortunate vifitor was opprefled before, 
but now Ihe was overwhelmed. She fpon- 
taneoufly felhon her knees. Her ftreaming 
eyes and grateful looks thanked us with in- 
expreffible energy ; but her tongue refufed 
its aid upon the occafion j and Ihe took her 
leave, without being able ta utter a fyllable. 

I own I felt myfelf happy when Lady- 
Lindfay quitted the room. My fenfibility 
was wound up too high. It became painfull 
Mr, Fox walked to the window, and by the- 

ufe 
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ufe he made of his handkerchief, I found 
that his eves bore witnefs to the benevolent 
emotions of his heart. ' 

In the month of March following, I had 
the pleafure to inform Lady Lindfay in per- 
fon, that her four children were placed upon 
the companionate lift, with an appointment 
of ten pounds a year each ; and further, that 
his Majefty, in confideration of her late huf- 
band's having loft his life, whilft he was 
bravely fighting in his fervice, had granted 
her fifty pounds yearly out of the Treafury, 
in addition to her penfion. 

When I had made her happy with this. 
pleafing intelligence, I afked her why I had 
never feen her fince her firft application to 
me ? She replied, that the alteration in her 
family had taken up all her attention ; and 
as fhe thought I felt too much at her diftrefs 
when Ihe firft made me acquainted with it^ 
and perceived that nothing could hurt me 
fo much as thanks, ftie had refrained from 
giving me further pain. She. told me that (he 
fuppofed I had been made acquainted with 
Mr.Fox^s bounty, who had provided againft 
her wants for fome time, by nobly gtvLng 
her, in the bill I faw, fifty pounds. 

Lady Lindfay added, that her eldeft daugh- 
ter, the cripple, was happily releafcd by 
death from her miferable fituation ; and 
that the child of whofe mental faculties fhe 
had been apprehenfive, was now, to her great 

comfort^ 
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comfort, become one of the mod fprightly 
boys of 'his age. She much regretted his 
not being at home to thank me ; but, con- 
tinued her Ladyfhip, we pray for you and 
our worthy benefaftor every night and morn- 
ing. Juft as I was taking my leave^ the little 
fellow came in ; and from the defcription 
his mother had, I fuppofe, given of me, im- 
mediately knew me ; for he ran to me, and, 
kneeling down with a graceful eafe, kiffed 
my hand. I raifed and carefRd him ; and 
defired his mother would bring him often to 
fee me, it being only over the way, as they 
lived but in King Street. 

Never did I feel more real happinefs, than 
in being the means of relieving this amiable 
woman and her family from the extreme 
diftrefs in which they were involved. The 
fame pleafing reward attended, I doubt not, 
the great and good man, to whofe noble ht^ 
neficence that relief principally owed its fur- 
therance. How fupremely bleft are thofc 
who poflefs, as he hid, the power, as well as 
the inclination, to relieve the diftreffes of 
the unfortunate 1 

I can fcarcely refrain here from entering 
into a long eulogium on that firft of virtues 
benevolence -y but having done it in a former 
letter, I Ihall refer you to that for my fenti- 
ments on this noblcft propenfity of the mind* 

G. A. B, 

Z. S T T S 1^ 
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LETTER LVIII. 

March 21, 17 — 

WHILST the fcene defcribed in my 
laft letter pafled in my dreffing-^ 
room, Mr. Fox, who had an eye like an eagle, 
caft them upon the part of Alzira, which lay 
upoamy dreffing-table. I fawthat he wifh- 
ed to fpeak to me relative to it, but fome 
company coming in, immediately as Lady 
Lindfay went out, he was prevented from 
having an opportunity to do fo. A gentle- 
man had, at ray requeft, . altered fome paf- 
fages in the tragedy, which I propofed taking 
for my benefit, and in which he * was to 
play Zamor. This gentleman had talents for 
the Itage, and made the firft attempt on it- 
this fcafon ; but he was a better critic than 
an adtor, and equally as good a play-wright 
as a critic : he has for fome years quitted 
the ftage for the bar, at which he makes a 
confpicuous figure. 

As there was company in the drawing- 
room when the Secretary at War came to 
dinner, and he was impatient to fpeak to me 
concerning the part of Alzira, he defired I 
would permit him to accompany me into 
another room for a few minutes. Mr, 

* Mr. Murphy, 

Cal craft 
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Calcraft having been informed that Mr. Fox 
had been a confiderable time in my drcff- 
ing-room during the forenoon, he made no 
doubt but that I had been complaining to 
him, and acquainting him with the nature 
of our connexion ; an event which he much 
dreaded : and his fufpicion was confirmed, 
by feeing his patron enter without me, and 
not appearing to be pleafed. When the la- 
dies and mylelf withdrew from table, his 
apprehenfions increafed by feeing Mr. Fox 
take hold of my hand as I paffed by him, 
faying, at the fame time, '* I defire you 
*' will.^* Nor were they leffened by hear- 
ing me reply, ** I will confider of it.'* 

The ineffable contempt I had Ihewn to- 
wards Calcraft in the morning, had greatly 
alarmed him. His confcience^ (no, let me cor- 
red that word) his fears left his deceptions 
Ihould be difcovered, excited in his breaft 
unufual perturbations. For he ftill wiflied 
to preferve the appearance of that principle 
for which he had hitherto been famed, and 
which had procured him, as I have already 
obferved, the title of honejl Jack Calcraft. It 
was not from any incitements of jefliitude, 
or of humanity to me, nor from any regret 
for the fallhoods he had impofed upon me 
relative to his patron, (the particulars of 
which will be prefently developed) but the 
cenfures of the world, and the blafting his 
Hfide/erved good character, that he was ap- 

prehenfive 
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prehenfive of; the time, however, was not 
yet arrived, when a difcovery of his cruel 
duplicity was to take place. 

His infolence and meannefs made me dc- 
fpife, though I did not as yet hate him. 
His love of money increafed every day. 
And from accumulating, as he did, a fortune 
fo rapidly, he aflumed a confequcntial air^ 
which rendered him ridiculous even to his 
own fervants. For, endeavouring to appear 
the great man, his ignorance led him into 
vulgarity. Indeed, he poflefled two quali- 
fications neceffary to the acquirement and 
enjoyment of a fortune, and thofe in an 
eminent degree. Thefe were the art of 
keeping a ledger, (whichr I have already ce- 
lebrated) and an excellent judgment in wine. 
In the latter he was a complete connoifleur. 
And as the intereft of his patron, and his 
conne&ion with me, procured him the ho- 
nour of the bed company at his table, he 
had an opportunity of difplaying this valu- 
able branch of knowledge. 

A propriety of derfieanour upon an eleva- 
tion from a low ftation of life to a high one^ 
is what cannot be acquired by a little mind. 
The fame meannefs and contraftion of foul 
will accampany them, though they are ele- 
vated to the higheft rank, and become pof- 
feffcd of princely fortunes. — The only way 
that can enter into their narrow conception 
of increasing their confequence proportion- 
ably 



"C. A. BELLAMY. 43 

ably to the increafe of their wealth, is by 
alTuming an haughty air, and an infolence of 
carriage towards their inferiors.' An affump- 
tion which only ferves to point out the plain- 
er, to every difcerning obferver, the rife that 
ha3 taken place. — This counterfeit dignity 
fits as awkward upon them, as Beau Clincher's 
cioaths upon Tom Errand. — ^^It is not only an 
infallible criterion by which' to know the line 
they have been brought up in, but is a true 
barometer of their fenfe and accomplilh- 
ments. 

As foon as I had left the room, Lord Mel- 
combe rallied his friend, Mr. Fox, on the little 
inexplicable familiarity which had juft palT- 
ed between him and me. As the gentlemen 
prefent were all fuch as he could confide in, 
Mr. Fox, in return, acquainted him, that 
what be had faid to me as I went out, related 
to fomething which concerned them all. He 
told them, that, as he had reafon to believe 
I knew the author who had written a parody 
in one of the public papers, which was re- 
plete with wit and fatire, and difcovered a 
fund of political knowledge, and whom they 
had enfleavoured in vain to find out, he had 
been trying to get me to give him up. He 
added, that his fufpicions firft arofe from 
fome papers he had caft his eye upon as they 
lay on my drelKng-table. 

Mr. Calcraft, being relieved by this ex- 
planation from the apprehenfions he had en- 
tertained. 
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tertained, fent up, as mafter, for the part of: 
Alzira, which had given rife to Mr. Fox*s 
fuppofition ; but 1 abfolutely refufed to, 
fend it, not knowing but I might injure the 
author. My rcfulal hurt his pride ; he^. 
however, made another attempt to obtaia, 
it ; and for this purpofe conflituted the chap-^ 
lain his ambaffador. I was ftill inexorable; 
and continued fo,' till I was affured it could 
not poflibly be attended with any bad con- 
fequences to my friend. What the refult to 
him was, I know not, but Mr. Calcraft'^ 
anxiety had not paffed unobferved. Dodtor 
Francis, who was in my intereft, attributed it. 
to jealoufy. The reft of the company, how-, 
ever, imagined it to proceed from fome 
greater caufe; and his patron, very fooa 
after, took occafion to fpeak to me upon the. 
topic. 

Our fuccefs this feafon at the theatre wast 
not much more brilliant thau the preceding* 
Mifs Nofliter had returned from Ireland, 
where (he met with difapprobation, more 
from Barry's fuppofcd attachment to her,, 
his wife being one of the beft of women^. 
than from her want of merit as an adtrefs. 
Upon her return, Ihe engaged herfelf at. 
Coven t-Gard en. Mrs. Woffington*s ill ftate. 
of health obliged her to decline adting this 
feafon. Mr. Smith and Mr. Rofs were not 
capital men ; the former was by no means 
fo well ikilled as he now is.. 
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My partiality for Mifs Noffiter increafed 
eur acquaintance to an intimacy. This un- 
fortunate young woman, unfortunate from 
her imprudent attachment, was infinitely 
more agreeable in a room, than flie was upon 
the ftage. As I have already faid, flie was 
genteel and accomplilhed ; and when flie 
could forget what preyed upon her heart, 
her converfation abounded with lively fallies. 
But thefe, however entertaining at the time, 
might not appear fo fprightly when repeat- 
cd. Mifs Meredith, who was now my con- 
ftant companion, was charmed with herj 
which occafioned her being frequently in 
Parliament-flreet. 

Mr. Rich, wearied out with the fucceflion 
of bad houfes, produced by the pieces which 
were then performed, thought of reviving 
the " Prophetefs*' of Beaumont and Fletcher. 
His chief inducement was, becaufe he could 
introduce into it a good d^al of machinery, 
which, it is well known, was his hobby- 
liorfe. In particular, he contrived to bring 
on a number of dancing chairs. 

I was not at all mo;tified at being left out 
of this piece, as I had now perpetual employ- 
ment at home. Mr. Calcraft's bufinefs was fo 
much increafed, that he could not copy all 
the private letters ;: therefore, as I wrote 
remarkably quick, and could be confided in, 
I was chofen amanuenfis to the Secretary at 
War and his Commis. 

This 
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This new employment gave me more fre- 
quent opportunities of being alone with Mr. 
Fox than I had hitherto had. One evening, 
as we were together, he revived the occur- 
rences of the day on which Lady Lindfay had 
called upon me. 1 found that he had taken 
notice of Mr. Calcraft's confufion, and that he 
had iikewife obferved the bank bills which 
lay near the part of the play which had 
caught his eye. Thefe circumftances excited 
his curiofity, efpccially as he knew that 
Clifford was the keeper of my cajtti, except of 
that belonging to my play-purfe. 

As he had begun the topic, I informed 
him of the whole of the converfation, as near 
as I could recolledt, which had paflcd be- 
tween Mr. Calcraft and myfelf that morning. 
I had no fooner done fo, than he expreffed 
his furprize that Mr. Calcraft did not own mc 
publicly as his wife. Had a thunder-bolt 
that iriftant riven my heart, it could not have 
received a more violent concufEon. I had 
only power to exclaim, '* O, Sir !'* and then 
I burft into a flood of tears. When I was a 
little recovered, I afked him if he had not 
been, and ftill was, a bur to fuch an union ? 
He affur«d me to the contrary. To which 
he added, that both Lady Caroline and hira- 
felf had always concluded that we were really 
married. Upon which I related to' him all 
that nad paffed at Mr. Ganfell's. When he 
heard this, he feemed to be as much con- 
6 founded 
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founded as I had been. He, however, ad- 
vifcd me not to take the leaft notice of what 
had now pafled between us, but to leave the 
event to time j as in my prefent fituation (I 
was then pregnant) a difpute, which muft be 
the natural refult, might be attended with 
difagreeable confequences. He concluded 
with afluring me, that as he had been made 
an ad:or in the affair without his knowledge, 
he would, on fome future day, take a part 
in it. 

I returned Mr. Fox thanks for the affuranoc 
he gave me of his friendlhip, and promifed 
to be guided by him, in a point which re- 
quired fo much circumfpedtion. As for Mr« 
Calcraft, the indifference I had hitherto en- 
tertained for him was now grown into per- 
feft contempt. I had before defpifed him 
for his meannefs, I now hated him for his 
duplicity. We had, however, very few 
opportunities of entering into converfation 
with each other, his time being engroffed 
by bufinefs, and mine either by the em- 
ployment I had entered^ upon of writing 
letters, or by company. But notwithftand- 
ing, fuch was the difpofi^tion of my mind 
towards him, I continued to be as anxious 
as ever to promote the bufinefs of his 
ofEce. 

Mr. Fox*s popularity was at this time ar- 
rived at fuch an height, from the oppbfition 
he made to the Marriage Ad, that his cha- 
riot 
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riot was carried upon the ftioulders of the 
crowd, for feveral days together, from the 
Parliament Houfe to Conduit-ftreet. Mr. 
Grierfon, Curate to Mr.Wilkinfon,a furrogate 
of the Savoy, was the firft, and I believe the 
only clergyman who fell a vidtim to the inju- 
dicious arrangements of that aft ; an aft, from 
which the moft fatal effefts to fociety have re- 
sulted ; for, to the obftruftions it has placed 
.in the avenues which lead to the temple of Hy- 
men, might, in a great meafure, be attributed 
the numbers of unhappy females who infeft 
the ftreets of this metropolis, to the great an- 
noyance of the modeft part of the fex. 

For a breach of this law, in marrying Mr. 
Vernon, the finger, to Mifs Poitier, the dan- 
cer, this clergyman was committed to New- 
gate ; and being tried, was fentenced to be 
tranfported. One evening Mr. Ridout came 
into the green-room, and informed us, that 
having been to the prifon to fee Mr. Gricr- 
fon, he found him on the common fide, with 
•the moft abandoned fellows, and in want of 
every neceffary. I had no fooner heard this 
account, than my humanity was awakened, 
and I determined to exert myfelf in favour 
of the unhappy man^ For this purpofe, in 
the firft place, I begged the favour of Mr, 
Ridout to return upon his fteps immediately, 
and in my name requeft of Mr. Akerman 
to take the old gentleman under his cafe, 
-and place him in as commodious a fituation, 

IS 
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as his confinement would admit of. This 
Mr. Akerman readily did^ and I have always 
adeemed myfelf much c4>liged to him for 
(o doing. He removed him from the com- 
mon fide to his own houfe and^ table, where 
he continued, till the hour arrived for his 
going abroad. In the mean time, we col- 
leded a large purfe for him ; and Mr. Fox 
furnifhed him with credentials to fecure him 
a living when he arrived at the place of his 
deftination. But the poor old man had fuf- 
fcred too many hardftiips before I heard of 
his unhappy fituation, to reap any benefit 
from Mr. Fox's goodnefs. The fufferingi 
he had gone through, and the uneafinefs of 
his mind, aided by the inconveniences of the 
voyage, put a period at once to his troubles 
and e&iftence, before he reached the coafl of 
America, 

A ridiculous circumftance, — The reflec- 
tion of a moment tells me, that the ridicu- 
Jous circumilance I am about to mention^ 
will ftand a better chance of having the de- 
iired cfFeft, if it be not related immediately 
after the foregoing anecdote. — It will be ne- 
cefiTary that the companionate emotions ex« 
cited by the latter ihould be permitted to 
fubfide, and that the mind recovers its ufual 
tone, before the chords receive a quicke^r 
vibration from a laughable incident. — As 
in mufic, too fudden a tranfition from flow 
and ibiemn drains to quick and lively ones, 
VOL. III. D rather 
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Tather bewilders the fenfes, than arcufes the 
paffion intended ; fo in writing.— -But why 
ihould I enter into a long difcuflion of wbs^ 
muft appear very plain to you ? You fee, as 
•clearly as I do, that it will be proper to make 
a paufe between the preceding fad incident 
and the iuccccding merry one* 

G. A. B* 
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March 30, 17— ^ 

A Hidiculous circumftance happened du- 
jTX "'^S ^^^ getting 'up of the " Prophet- 
cfe/* which, though trivial in itfelf, as it fliows 
the abfurdity of the times, I am induced to 
give an account of. Mr. Rofs did me the 
lionour to confult me in what manner he 
ihould drefe the charader of the Romail 
Emperor. I gave him fuch diredions as 
in riiy idea appeared moft confonant to the 
^haraftcr. Among other things, I recom- 
mended him to have a wig made as near t 
liead of hair as it could poffibly be. He told 
,ine, that Mr. Rich thought it fliould be a 
JulUhottemed one. I could not help fmiling 
Jaf fuch an abfurdity. But putting on a grave 
look, I replied, ** Then let it be as large a 
** one as you can get.** *' And to xender 
^ yourfelf the more confpicuous^** -conti- 

^ nued 
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ixued I, *^ muft not you wear a hoop xindef 
^ your lamberkins P'' ThcTerious air I af- 
fumed whilft I uttered this, deceived the he- 
To, not with (landing the propcrfal was fo ap» 
parendy prepofterous ; and he determinod to 
adopt the mode I had pointed out. 

Thus bedizened when he came on, the 
.night of reprefentation, there never furely 
appeared on any ftage fo grotcfque a figure^ 
The houfe was in a roar. But no one was 
.more diverted with the humourous fcenc 
than myfelf. By this joke, which I could 
fcarccly believe paffable, was every perfon 
.prefent, except the poor Emperor himfelf, 
indebted to me for a laugh which I thought 
would never have an end. It, however, was 
attended with a good confequence, by break- 
ing through one of the moft abfurd cuftoms 
4:hat was ever introduced on the Englilh 
ftage ; that of dreffing the Grecian and Ko- 
msLn heroes in full-bottomed perukes. 

The foregoing inftance reminds me of a 
cuftom juft as glaringly prepofterous, which 
is common on the French ftage. I have there 
.feen Le Quin iawing a little Spanilh hat and 
feather between his hands, in the charadier 
of Orefte, when every other part of the drefs 
.bas been truly Grecian* 

My benefit this yean was> as ufual, very 
brilliant ; and lucrative to an excefs^ But 
the tragedy of *' Alzira" has too little of in- 
i^ident^ and too much of declamation, to fui,t 

D z the 
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the tafte of an Englifli audience. The pieces 
which were performed not being in my line 
of adtingy I had not much bufinefs at the 
theatre this feafon. I was not, however^ 
fnuch concerned at the want of employment 
there, and was very happy when it con- 
cluded* 

The following fummer our houfe at Holl- 
wood was crouded ib much, that it really 
became troublefome. I had feme time be- 
fore made Lord Granby a prefent of a very 
iine horfe, which Lord Tyrawley had fent me 
from Gibraltar. It was one of the fwiftcft of 
its fpecies Arabia ever produced ; and was 
able to carry any weight, which rendered it 
invaluable. The happinefs i received from 
teing able to m^ikejiicb a prefent to /ucb a 
man, equalled the value of the gift. 

Mr. Calcraft, who always liiced to fee me 
well mounted, defired Captain S— to look 
x>ut for a good horfe for me. The Captain 
informed him, that he himfelf had one of 
the fineft mares that ever was mounted, but 
ihc was fo fpirited, that he could not, at 
times, hold her in ; therefore he was fure no 
•woman could manage her. My gentleman 
having a great opinion of my fkill in riding, 
^orjeiiretly wijhing that my neck might be broke 
in the attempt) laid a confiderable wager, 
that I could not only ride, but completely 
manage her. He accordingly at dinner ac- 
quainted me, that he had made a purchafe 
4 for 
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for me of the moft beautiful mare that was 
cverfeen. 

The next day flie was brought down to 
HoUwood. We all admired her ; but it was- 
with the greateft difficulty that I could be 
perfuaded to get upon her back^ What 
made this reluftance the more extraordinary 
was, that my courage had hitherto never 
been known to fail me, as I was efteemed 
one of the boldeft riders in the kingdom. I 
could truly fay with Sylvia, "I could follow 
^ the cry of the hounds all day, and the 
*« found of thQ fiddle all night." 

I have already told you, that a prefenti- 
ment always cafts a gloom over my mind bc- 
£3re an ill betides me. Upon^ this occaiion 
I heard its fecret whifpeus,. andfound it too 
true an augurer^ A party of us fet out for 
an airing together. At firfl: we only went a 
gentle canter. But coming, to a field where 
a labourer officiouily ran to open the gate ;, 
an implement of hufbandry he held in his 
hand, gliftening againft the fun, fo fright- 
ened my fteed, that it flew away like light- 
ning. Notwithflanding my boafted fkill in 
hoHemanfhip, I had no longer command 
ci it:; and the company imprudently purfu- 
ing, that ferved to augment, if poffible, its 
•velocity. 

Finding my left hand now fairly pulled 
out of joint, by endeavouring to rein the 
unmanageable beaft in, and obferving that 

D3 we 
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we drew near the brink of a ftowe quarry, 
which it was not in my power to prevent it 
from taking, I threw myfelf off. By the 
time I could do this, I was fo near the edge 
of the pit, that I fell diredtly into it, and 
was fuppofcd by all the fpeftators to be dafh* 
cd to pieces.---Could I but have forefcea 
the miferies which have fince befallen me, 
(I am tempted, upon this occafion, once 
more to exclaim) it would have been happy 
for me had the expeftations of the company 
been fatally fulfilled. — But I was referved 
to experience yet greater evils. 

Before the companions of my ride came 
up, I had recovered from the infenfibility= 
the fall had occafioned, and was endeavour- 
ing to rife. This, however, I found it im* 
poffible to do, as my fhoulder was diflocated, 
both the bones of my- left arm broken, and 
my hand hanging to it, as if it was a feparatc 
member. An officer that was in company, 
and who had in a battle fometimes been- 
obliged to undertake fuch offices, bound up 
my arm with handkerchiefs. A carriage 
was immediately procured^ and I was con* 
ytyed home. 

As 1 did not chufe to truft to the Ikill of 
any of the country furgcons, a fcrvant was 
dilpatched upon the run-away beaft to town, 
to call in Mr. Adair to my amftance. Upon 
this occafion its fpeed could make the only- 
atonement for the mifchief k had done,- 

That 
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That gentleman being at Richmond when 
our meffenger arrived, hid coming down was* 
retarded feme hours, which obliged me to 
lie, during that time, in a moft difagreeable* 
and painful fituation,, Whilft he was fetting 
the joint of my wrift, furprized at my noc* 
crying out^ he turned toxxnd to fee whether 
I was infenfible ; by which means the bone 
flipped out of its place. A circumAancc 
that has deprived me of the power of turn-* 
ing that hand ever fince, > 

During my confinement by this accidenf,- 
(as misfortunes feldom <Xdme alone) I met 
with one of the fevereft loflfes I had ever 
felt. Mr* Calcraft coming one day into my 
room to enquire after my health, I took n<^. 
rice that he feemed uncommonly thoughts, 
ful. Upon which my fecond fight inftantly* 
vifited me, and I cried out with emotion ^ 
*• Bad news from America !*' To this he on* 
iy replying with a fliake of the head, I ex- 
elaimed, " My fears are too prophetic, and: 
^ I have loft a fecond father.*^ He then in- 
formed me of all the circumftances^ of the 
defeat and death of my much-beloved friend! 
General Braddock. I had na fooner receiv- 
ed the heart-rending intelligence^ than t 
gave way to the moft unbounded grief f. 
which brought on a fever,, and I lay for fome 
time in a dangerous fituation^ from thefo 
complicated oppreffions^ 

D 4 Thi* 
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This great man having been often re* 
preached with brutality, I am induced to 
recite the following little anecdote, which 
evidently fhews the contrary. 

As we were walking in the Park one day, 
we heard a poor fellow was to be chaftifed ; 
when I rcquefted the General to beg off the 
offender. Upon his application to the gene« 
ral officer, whofe name was Dury, he afked 
Braddock, How long iince he had divefted 
himfelf of brutality, and the infolence of his 
manners ? To which the other replied, 
** You never knew me infolent to my infe- 
^ riors. It is only to fuch rude men as 
•* yourfelf, that I behave with the fpirit 
f^ which I think they deferve." 

I likewife, during the fame interval, re- 
ceived news of a different nature. News, 
which had it not, from feme untoward cir- 
cumftance, proved deluiive, would have 
enabled me to avenge myfelf in the mod (a- 
tisfadtory manner of Calcraft's fallacious con- 
dudV. The fortune I Ihould have received, 
would have entitled me to a far better niatch 
than himfelf ; and which, had it taken 
place, I am well affured would have im- 
pelled him to an ad: that would have pre- 
vented his dying a natural death. 

A few days after I had recovered from 
my fever, (which, I muft here remark, was 
faid to haften the knitting of the bone of my 
arm, an event that had been prolonged by 

too 
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loo even a circulation of the blood) Mr« 
Calcraft came' into my room, crying out in 
extacy, ** Your fortune is made 5 your for- 
<^ tune is made." I could not conceive 
what oceafioned this uncommon falutation. 
Butj. upon enquiring, he produced a daily 
paper, and read a paragraph which particu* 
larly concerned me.^ It was. therein men-^ 
ttoned, by way of advertifcment, ** That a 
*^ ihort time before, Thomas Sy kes, Efq; died 
'^ in the South of France, and had left his 
^f fortune in the Engliih funds, and his pro* 
*f perty at the Hague, both pf which was 
*^ fuppofed to be very confidcrable, to Mifs 
** Bellamy, belonging to one of the theatres. 
** Further particulars were to be learnt by 
** enquiring of Mr. Loyd, Garden-Court, in 
". the Temple/' 

I did not at firft recoUeft that I had ever 
heardj orhad.any knowledge, of fuch a per- 
fon ; the aifairs of the nation at that time en* 
groffing every thought, and lying as heavy 
upon my neck and Ihoulders, as they did 
upon Obadiah's in " The Committee." At 
length, after a fhort paufe, the gentleman 
whom 1 had accidentally met fome years be- 
fore at my coufin Crawford's at Watford, and 
who hinted to me about being prefident.of 
the female parliament, prefentcd himfelf to 
my imaginatipn. And Icould not help con- 
fidering this conclufivc oddity as a mod ju- 

P 5 dicious 
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dicieus wmding*up of hU trulf fingutn^ 
iJbaradter. 

Mr. Calcfafr^ v^hib nerr'er loft fight of the 
homage due to Plotus, the only divinity he' 
adored^ hafiened away to the temple. WhenK 
lie got there^ Mr. Loyd informed him, thaC^ 
a will, to the ptlrport mentioned in the news>« 
paper, had feveral months before been 
brought to him for his infpeftion. Of this he • 
Slewed Mr. Calcraft a copy, telling him, that 
if the original Was not in the pofiefiioiii of 
Mr. Sykes himfelf when he died, it moft pro- 
bably was in the ha^dsof Mr. Crawford, who 
had chambers in the fame court,, but whofe 
rcfidencc was at Watford^ 

Mr. Crawford not being in town,, my zea- 
lous friend turned his horfes heads towards 
Hertfordfliire, and away he pofted to Wat- 
ford. He there learnt from Mr. Crawford* 
that Mr. Sykes, before he left Englarid,^ had 
enquired much about me ; and being tol^ 
.that I was then in Paris, faid, he had na 
doubt but he ihoBtd meet with me at fbme 
of the public phces there. He further heardk ' 
from him, that the fervant who had attend-* 
ed Mr. Sykes to the South of France, was foof> 
expeSed to bring to EnrfaBd the will, toge-^ 
the? with the remains ot his mafter ; as be 
had particularly requefted that they fliould 
be depofitcd in the church of St. Margaret'i, 
Weftminfter. Mh Crawford concluded with * 

affuring 
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tflbrlng bim^ that he had every veafbn Uk 
think I fhould have at lead fifty thoufand 
pounds in coniiequence qf this demife ;• of 
which a very confiderable* fiun was at that 
time in the funds. 

« 

Mr. Calcraft had prepared himiblf to aShf 
a fop to this Cerherusy had ho been able to^ 
produce the real teftimony of my good foi^- 
tune^ It^ ho^ever> once more brought in« 
acquainted with my Machiavllian coufin^^ 
who in the end convinced me^ that if ho 
could not prove my claim^ to fi>much pro« 
perty, he would at laft endeavour all h* 
6ould to deprive me of what I hadw 

Upon further enquiry Mr.Cakraft f^undv^. 
that every article of the information he had 
teceived from Mr. Crawford was true. But 
it happened unluckily for me, that Mr» 
, Sykes*s fervant, willing to^fecure tbofe effe<fts 
belonging to hi^ niafter, which he had with 
him, and thinking his remains would relf as * 
quietly in the place where he died, as-in^Stw 
Margaret's,. Weftmin^r, n^ither^ thought 
ppoper to bring the will nor^ the body to 
England. He, however, took care to fe- 
cure himfclf an afyhimf which has^ never 
yet been difcovcredi Some years after,, 
when I vifited Holland,. Lheard, that as na 
legal-claimant had for fo-longappcared^ . the 
cftate and perfonal property in that country 
fell to the States. The money depofited ia 

D6 the 



6o THtLIFEOf 

the Englifh funds, for the fame reafon, llili 
remains there. 

Thus did my expedations, with regard to 
my great fortune, like ail my other hopes, 
vanim into air.— Have I not reafon to ex- 
claim, think you, as I have more than once 
done in the courfe of my narrative, that I 
am the moll unfortunate of women ? — Why 
are we thus teazed with the reprefentation of 
diftant pleafures, only that we might regret 
their being fnatched from us ? — The evils of 
life are fure and lading ; the joys, fallacious 
and Ihort-lived. But I fliall tire you with 
the repetition of thefe gloomy reflections. 
I will endeavour, therefore, to avoid them 
in future as nuich as poffible.— The moft 
pointed (lings of recolleftion only ihall draw 
n figh from me.— And yet, fmarting as I am 
under the laflies of fortune, how hard will 
it be for me, when the caufes pafs in review 
before me, to refrain from complaints !— - 
Though I cannot fay, but that I expeft from 
your friendihip a fympathizing tear, as your 
eye glides over the moft difaftrous circum- 
ftanccs of my life, yet I would not wilh 
them to diftrefs you too much. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LX. 

April 8, 17— 

■R. RICH was very prefling for mc to 
_ come to town, long before my arm 
would permit me to do fo. At lengthy I 
found myfeif fo well recovered as to attend 
the duties of the theatre. The firft charac*- 
ter I made my appearance in was that of 
Rutland, in the *Earlof Eflex/ When Icame 
to the mad fcene, I threw myfeif on the floor 
as ufual ; and, in order to prevent my late 
fradured arm from receiving any injury from 
the fall, I fell on my right fide inftead of my 
left. Mrs. Clive, who was in the boxes, 
obferving this, her good nature got the 
better of her recolledtion, and Ihe cried 
out, ^* O, flie has broken her other arm I" 
The audience took the alarm, and, ftill ho- 
nouring me with their favour, called out, 
with a kind concern, for the curtain to be 
dropped. But finding, by my agility in rif- 
ing, that I had not hurt myfeif, they fuf- 
fered me to proceed ; and I concluded the 
fcene with more applaufe than ever I had 
received before. And that owing, in a great 
meafure, to the afTeftionate impromptu 
which had fpruDg from that excellent wo* 
man's heart. 

We 



Wc endeavoured to fix on pieces in whicj^^ 
Mift Noffiter could appear with me. And 
flie was nwking a pFOgrefs> which would 
have rendered her more than a ujeful mem- 
ber of the theatrical community. But, alas ^ 
thefe bloflbnas were not fuffered to ripen» 
A froft, a killing froft, befpread by the cold 
breath of difappointed k>ve^ nipped their 
root, and with them, the fair tree untimely 
felL Hearing that Barry had left his wife> 
and had formed a connexion with Mrs*. 
Dancer, &c took to her bed ; and, in a very 
ihort time, concluded both her theatrical and 
mortal race. By her death, flie left her 
faithlefs lover to enjoy her fortune, and to- 
prefcftt her diamonds, &Cr to her furviving: 
rival. 

About this time Lord Tyrawley returned* 

from his government at Gibraltar. Soon 

after his arrival, his Lordfhip was fammon<» 

ed to appear before the Houfe of Commons.- 

This was done at the infligation of a noble* 

man,, more diftinguilhed for the brilliancy of 

his talents than for his. perfonal bravery,. 

The aceufatioii againft him was upon ac- 

covtnt of the great expenditure that had: 

tftken place, during bis gavernment, for the^ 

lepairs and improvemeat of the fortiiica*^ 
fions. 

.. Upon his appearance before the Houfe^ 
he only faid, that as he had never been aa 
WiPnomift oi his own money, but made ufe 

©f 



C. A. B £ L L A U r. 6^^ 

of it when occafion required, he had laid out' 
the public monetr whenever he judged it to* 
be necefiary» He was accordit^Iy acquit^* 
ted with honour* As foon as his acquittal 
was pronounced, he drew a letter from his 
pocket, and defired it might be handed ta 
the Speaker. . This was found to be a letter 
fr<Hn the King, containing his Majefty's ap« 
probatioil of his conduct, and condefcend- 
ing to thank his Lordihip for having taken 
fuch needful precautions to fecure a place of 
fo great confequencc 

The Hdufe requefted to know,, why his' 
I/>rdihrp had not mentioned ^ this circum- 
ftanca before } as it would have iatisfied all 
their doubts^ and have faved them a great 
^deal of trouble ? His Lordihip replied> ' 
that his having been flattered in fo' fingular 
a manner by the approbation of his royal ' 
mailer, was of itfelf a fudkient exculpation*. 
Bur, in order to ihew that he was worthy of 
ib great a happinefs, be wiihed to- be excul- - 
pated by the nation likewife, whofe fbldier * 
he was. 

Some time after. Lord Ty rawley was named ' 
as Preiident of the Court- Martial which was 
to try the very P^er, at whofe inftigation his ' 
Lordihip had been called before the Houfe . 
of Commons ; but his Lordihip begged ■ 
leave, to decline the honour^ He aUedge^^ 
as a reafon for doing fo, that it was well ' 
knowQ he would not be partial evei^ to his 

own 
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own fon ; nor ihould any confiieration xn« 
ducc him to give a vote, in any cafe, con- 
trary to his real fentiments. Notwithftand- 
ing which, as circumftances, from report, 
feemed to be much in disfavour of the noble 
Lord whofe conduct was to be the fobjed 
of enquiry, the opinion he gave upon thd 
occafion might poffibly induce illiberal per* 
fons to attribute his decifion to what he wa$ 
incapable of, retaliation* 

His Lordfliip*s arrival in England greatly 
cmbarraffed me, I well knew, that if he 
would not vifit me whilft I lived with Mr,. 
Metham, he certainly would hold no corre-- 
fpondence with me, were I upon the fame 
terms with a man who was in no ihapc hi$ 
equal. However, as Calcraft had talked fe- 
rioufly at the time we heard of Mr. Sykes's 
death, of our being foon married, I refolved 
to let the dial point, though it fpoke not. 
His Lordfliip, therefore, taking it for grant- 
ed, that we were legally united, made one in 
our parties. And in a ihort time after, 
though it was attended with very great in- 
convenience to himfelf, he made me his 
agent. His regiment being the Coldftream, 
the agency was very lucrative. Mr. Calcraft 
promifcd to give me the emoluments, but I ' 
never received a fingle guinea. 

Lady Tyrawley was the oaly perfon, among 
my female acquaintance, who knew, of a 
truth, my real fituation. She honoured me 

with 
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with as fincere an affedlion as if I had really 
been her daughter. To her Ladyfliip was I 
indebted for my introdudion to an intimacy 
with the late Lady Powerfcourt and the dowa- 
ger Lady Dillon. As flie looked upon the con- 
trad Mc* Calcraft had given me as an adual 
engagement to marry me, fhe made no fcru- 
pJe to hint to thofe ladies that I was married. 
And as they were patterns of virtue and due 
decorum, no one imagined they would fo far 
tranfgrefs the rules of both^ as to vifit a 
perfojn where the connexion was of a lefs 
honourable nature. 

Lord Digby having been indifpofed, he 
refided for mme days at Mr. Calcraft's houfe, 
left his mother^ whofe affedtion for him was 
unbounded, might be too much alarmed. 
But he removed, as foon as poffible, to en« 
joy, what he preferred to all human enjoy- 
ments, the felicity of making a mother hap- 
py. Having the moft tender affedion for 
his mother and brothers, he lived with them 
in a moderate, regular manner, without in- 
dulging himfelf in thofe exceflcs the juve- 
nile part of the nobility generally run into. 
As this young nobleman might be truly de- 
nominated a miracle of nature, a rara avis^ 
firom the many great and good qualities he 
pofleiTed, I muft here dwell a little on his 
charafter, and give you an anecdote or two 
of him that greatly redound to his honour. 

With 
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WiA a moft beautiful figure, he was 
blefled with the beft of hearts. He was 
generous, without being oftentatious ; and 
though he had travelled, modeft to a degree. 
He fpoke little, but what he faid declared 
that he poffefled great good fenfe. He was 
never known to fay an unkind thing, nor ta 
be guilty of an unkind aAion, to any perfoa 
whatever. His Lordlhip's mother, and my 
valuable friend, Mr. Fox, were twins ; and 
the affeftion which fubfifted between them^ 
was as uncommon as the circumftance oi 
their birth. 

Lord Digby came often to Parliament- 
ilreet, and as I had by this means an oppor- 
tunity of obferving his conduct, I could not 
help remarking a lingular alteration in his de- 
meanour and drefs, which tookiplace during 
the great feftivals. At Chriftni^s and Eaftcr 
he was more than ufually grave, and thca 
always had on an old fhabby blue coat. £ 
was led, as well as many others, to conclude, 
that it was fome affair of the heart which' 
caufed this periodical Angularity. And this* 
was no improbable fuppofition. 

Mr. Fox, who had great curiofity, wilhed 
much to find out his nephew^s motive for 
appearing at times in this manner, as, in ge- 
neral, he was efteemed more than a well- 
dreiTed man. Upon his expreffing an incli- 
nation to that purpofe. Major Vaughan and 
another gentleman undertook to watch his 

Lord* 
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Lordihip's motions. They accordingly feC 
©ut ; and obferviog him to go towards Sti 
George's Fields, they followed kim at a dif* 
tance, till they loft fight of him near the 
Mar&aifea prifon. 

Wondering what could carry a perfon of 
his Lordihip's rank and fortune to fuch t 
place, they enquired of the turnkey, if a 
gentleman^ defcribing him, had not enter-^ 
ed the prifon. ** Yes, Matters V^ exclaimed 
the fellow with an oath 3 ** but he is not a 
« man ; he is an angel For he comes here 
*^ twice a-year> fometimes oftener, and fets 
*^ a number of prifoners free. And he not 
^ only does this, but he gives them fuf- 
•< ficiei^t to fupport themfelves and their 
** families till they can find employment/* 
^ This,** continued the man, ** is one of 
^ his extraordinary vifits. He has but a few 
** to take out to-day/' " Do you know who 
'^ the gentleman is ?'* enquired the Major, 
" We none of us know him by any other 
•^ marks,'* replied the man, *• but by his 
•» humanity, and his blue coat." 

The gentlemen having gained this intelH-' 
gence, immediately returned, and gave ai> 
account of it to Mr. Fox. As ho man pofler' 
fed more humanity, (of which I hare alrea- 
dy given a proof) than the Secretary at 
War, the recital afforded him exquifite plea- 
fare. But fearing his nephew might be dif- 
pleafed at the illicit manner in which the tn« 

formation 
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formation had been obtained, he rcquefted 
that we would keep the knowledge of it a 
profound fecret. 

I could not rcfift my curiofity of making 
further enquiries relative to an affair froA 
which I reaped fo much fatisfa£tion. I, ac- 
cordingly, the next time his Lordihip bad 
his alms-giving coat on, afked him what oc- 
cafioned his wearing that iingular drefs ? 
With a fmile of ineffable fvveetnefs he told 
me, that my curiofity ihould foon be grati- 
fied ; for, as we were congenial fouls, he would 
take me with him when he next vifited the^ 
place to which his coat was adapted* A 
compliment more truly flattering, and more 
acceptable to me, than any I ever hadj or 
could receive. 

The night before his intended vifit^ hit* 
Lordfhip requefled that I would be in readi- 
nefs to go with him the next morning. We 
then went together to that receptacle of mi* 
iery which he had fo often vifited, to the con- 
fblation of its inhabitants* His Lordfhip 
would not fuffer me to enter the gate, left 
the noifomenefs of the place fhould prove dif' 
agreeable to me ; but he ordered the coach« 
man to drive to the George Inn in the Bo- 
rough, where a dinner was ordered for the 
happy wretches he was about to liberate* 
Here I bad the pleafureof feeing near thirty 
perfons refcued from the jaws of a loath- 
fbme prifon, at an inclement feafon of the 

year, 
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year, it being Chriftmas ; and not only re- 
leafed from their confinement^ but reftored 
to their families and friends, with fome pro- 
vifion from his Lordfliip's bounty for their 
immediate fupport. — I will not pretend to 
defcribe the grateful tribute his Lordfhip're* 
ceived upon the occafion from the band he 
had juft fet free ; nor the fatisfad:ion he 
reaped from the generous deed. . I parti- 
cipated in the heavenly pleafure ; and never 
was witnefs to a more delightful fcene. 

How (hall I tell the fequel of the tale !— 
But it muft be told.— Yet whilft I do it, I 
am almoft ready to accufe Heaven of unr 
kindnefs, in untimely cutting off fo fair, fo 
fweet a flower, the pride of the Englifli 
garden. His Lordfhip went fome few months 
after thefe beneficent afts, to vifit his efl:ates 
in Ireland^ Where, being obliged, by the 
miftaken hofpitality of the country, to drink 
more than he was accuftomed to do, and 
that at a time when he was indifpofed from 
a violent cold, a fever, attended with a putrid 
ibre throat, was the fatal confequence. And 
-"^drop not J thou Jelfijh tear ! — my amiable 
young friend was remov.ed to thofe realms^ 
where alone his expanded heart could find 
its benevolent propenfities indulged and re- 
warded^ ' 

By the death of this valuable young no- 
bleman, the poor were deprived of a gene- 
rous benefa&or^ his acquaintance of a defir- 

able 
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able companion, and the community of one 
of its brigbteft ornaments. But to no one 
was his lofs more grievous than to Major 
Vaughan, to whom be was an unknown pa- 
tron. The Major regularly received a bene* 
fadtion of fifty pounds every quarter^ which 
he concluded to come from Earl Fitzwilliam ; 
that nobleman^ with whom he had been bred 
up, having always held him in great eileem. 
But, upon the death of Lord Digby, the boun- 
ty was found to flow from his liberal purfe. 

The Major was, indeed, highly efteemed 
by every one that had the plealure of know« 
ing him. He had been bred up by his fa- 
ther, with the hopes of fucceeding to a large 
eflate. But the old gentleman dying fisd* 
denly, and inteftate, the Major not being 
legitimate, his only inheritance was a good 
education^ and one of the befl of hearts. 
And, notwithftanding this difappointment, 
lie was of a difpofition as chearful as if he 
poflefled millions. Juft fuch a man mull 
liave been Hamlet's Horatio*. The beauty 
of the defcription, added to the fimilitude 
of the charai^er, tempts me to infert the 
l^hole of fo applicable a paflage^ 

■ " ■— doft tfaou hear ? 

. Since my dear foul was miflrefs of her dtotce,. 
And could of men diflinguiOi, her eIe£U6n 
Hath fcal'd thee forherfelf .; for thou haft been 
ds 4ne, infuffering ciif that/t^crt nothuig % 

* Hamlet, Aa lU. Scene IV. 
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A moMf that forUm^s l^ets and rewards 
Haft ttCen wxih equal thanks : and bicft are thofe, 
Whofe blood and judgment are fb well commingled 
That they are not a pipe for fortune's finger, ' 
To found what fiop flie pleafe. Give me the man. 
That is not paflion's flave, and I will wear him 
In my heart*i core — ay, in my heart of heart, 
Ajldo^iii^. 

The length of my letter reminds me of 
drawing towards a conclufion. I cannot, 
however, do fo, till, excited by the lofs of 
my miich-regretted friend, I have devoted a 
few lines to the cenfure of that injudicious 
cuilom which coft him his life. — The idea of 
Jbifpitality, entertained by the inhabitants of 
our lifter kingdom, is certainly a falfe one ; 
or rather, the error lies in its being carried 
to an imprudent extreme.-^In their eftima* 
tion, hofpitality can be only (hewn, by pre- 
vailing on their guefts to tafte of every viand 
their tables, which are in general luxuroufly 
fpread, contain j and by forcing them to fit 
till fo many bottles are emptied. The great* 
eft pleafure an Irifh gentleman can know, is 
to lend his friends reeling from his table.— <> 
Miftaken people 1 — True hofpitality confifts 
in combining an unrellrained freedom, with 
a hofpitable anxiety that your guefts go away 
pleafed with the entertainment they have 
received.— Whilft you prefs with a bounte- 
ous heart, and help .with an unfparing hand, 
never lofe fight of that liberty which alone 

can 
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can make your treats acceptable.— Rcmeito- 
ber that a Dighy fell by an ill-timed dom- 
puliion. G; A, B. 



LETTER LXI. 

April 15, 17— 

LADY Caroline Fox's indifpofition oblig- 
ing her to go to Bath, the Secretary 
at War fpent the greateft part of his time 
with us. Mr. Pitt having attacked, in the 
Houfe of Commons, the memory of the late 
Lord Orford (Sir Robert Walpole),- who 
had been a patron both to him and to Mr. 
Fox ; the latter defended the caufe of hfs 
departed friend. This occafioned the firft 
"difference between thefe two great men. The 
Secretary at War, however, procured :by.it 
his Sovereign's affedtion, together with bis 
perfonal thanks ; as his Majefly ftill retain* 
ed a great regard for a nobleman who had 
htoxi fo faithful a fervant to him. 

I will here attempt to give you the politi- 
cal charafters of thefe two great competitors 
for glory, Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. Their 
qualifications were as different as their pev^ 
fons. Mr. Pitt's abilities, as an orator, were 
undoubtedly aftonilhing. Yet, at times, put 
ihe matter he had uttered upon paper, it 
appeared fuperficial ; and it was often fathri- 
c^\ to a degree of abufe. His perfon cIaim-» 
cd your admiration. With an elegance and 

grace 
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grace which led your mind captive while he 
ipoke, and with eyes that darted fire, he ge- 
nerally began low^ but at length gradually 
worked himfelf up» as well as his auditors, 
to a ftrain of enthufiafm. His voice was 
powerful, and at the fame time melodious; 
particularly the middle pitch of it, which 
lecured articulation, and prevented the laft 
word from being loft. He was likewife one 
of the bcft aSlors I ever faw. I will not even 
except Garrick. To evince which, I will re- 
late a fcene I had the pleafure of being a 
.witnefs to. 

An honourable * relation of Mr. Pitt's 
generally thought fie, during the time he 
was Chancellor of the Exchequer, to entci-^ 
tain the Houfe of Commons with founding 
forth his own praife. This egotift one day 
fpoke an euloge on himfelf, in which he 
too frequently repeated the word where, Mr. 
Pitt's patience being exhaufted, he arofe fronri 
his feat with inexpreflible grace, and feemed 
to be making his way out of the houfe. But 
ftopping (hort, when he came clofe to the mi- 
nifter, who was ftill fpeaking, h^fufig aloud, 
with great humour, *' Gentle fhepherd, tell 
" me where i tell me where \ gentle (hep- 
•* herd, tell me where.^* And he continued 
to do fo, till he reached the lobby. Thi« oc- 
cafioned an universal laugh ; and the right 
honourable fpeaker retained the nickname 

♦ Mr. George Grenville. 
VOL. III. E of 
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of Gentle Shepherd for the remainder of his 
Ufe. 

Whether it was from indifpofition, or 
to convince his hearers, that he could, lead 
them with one hand> I know not, but Mr. 
Pitt often had his left hand in a fling. The 
natural grace he poflefltd, and the ^cquire-- 
ments he was mafter of, put it, however, ottt 
of the power of any fituation or attitude to 
render him uhpleafing. 

His contemporary, Mr. Fox, neither equals 
led him in voice, manner, or pcrfon. Buttfe 
greatly furpafled him in folid .judgment, 
quick difcernmerit, and an unbiafied, un- 
alterable amor fatriie. As he did not d^al ib 
much in the flowers of rhcjoric as Mr.* Bitt, 
his fpeaches did not ftrike fo forcibly, tiH 
confidered. But they were founded oh. the 
firmefl: bafis, truth. His voice was fono^ 
rous, but his delivery, at times, was not fo 
pleafing as it was at others. 

From the length of the debiates occafioni- 
cd by this rivalfliip, the hoiife frequently fat 
very late. It has often been morning before 
we fat down to dinner. And we feldom had 
lefs in number at our table, even at tlrtt 
hour, than twent)'. The matter of the houfe 
increafed his fortune by this refort of com^ 
pany, but he by no means cultivated his um* 
derftanding, poliftied his manners, or open- 
ed his heart. The latter ftill continued as 
fordid as ever, except indeed in his table, 

on 
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on which he fparcd no cxpence, as he was % 
voluptuary, in the ftriftcft fenfe of the word. 

His Hbrothcr, Mr. Thomas Calcraft, had 
been indebted to him for an education, ac 
the fame fchool he himfelf had been bred^ 
at Leicefter. And my gentleman thinkings 
as he was the elder, and the firft hope X)f the 
auguft family) that the younger ought not 
to be more learned than himfelf, he quarrel* 
led with me for infilling that he fhould be 
placed, for fome time, at the academy in 
Soho^-fquare. This young man was, ki every 
point, a contrail to honed Jack, now tranf- 
lated to 'Squire John Calcraft. He was gen* 
teel in his figure, with a face, which, had it 
not been for the ravages of the fmall-pox, 
would have been handfome. In his difpo<- 
(itton he was generous, and as unlike his 
brother, in every refpedt, except the love of 
the bottle, as it was poflible for two human 
beings to be. 

When he came to a proper age, Mr. Cal-* 
craft got him a commiflion in the army, where 
his rife, as may be fuppofcd from his bro* 
ther's great intereft, was extremely rapid* 
Bj:ing about to fet off to join his regiment 
in Scotland, his brother ncify gave him two 
guineas, over and above what was to pay his 
ftage« And upoti my expoftulating with 
him upon the impropriety of fuch a mea* 
fure, he told me that I made the boy, by my 
indulgencei as extravagant as myfelf. To 

E 2 ' which 
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which he addedj that he was glad he was 
going where he muft corrcft it. As it was 
impoflible for me to defpife the mean wretch 
more than I did, and as I would as foon^hatrt 
attempted to ftop Folly in her courfc, or tb 
have folved the moft difficult problem in 
Euclid, as to endeavour to reform fuch an 
animal, I made no anfwer to this refleAion. 
Mr. Fox made a point of procuring for his 
Commis every thing within the reach of his 
tntereft, or of his power with his Majcfty, 
which was thcii very great. Befides nine^ 
regiments to which Mr. Calcraft was agent, 
and likewife fi}t independent companies, to- 
gether with the coals and clothing to the 
colonies, he had been named pay-ma(Ver to the 
board of works, and deputy commiflaryof the 
mutters. His Majefty having frequent occa- 
fion to fign his name to papers, wherein my 
gentleman was mentioned, he was led to en- 
quire who his beloved coufin * John Calcraft 
was ? This notice of his Sovereign, added to 
his princely income, made him conceive him- 
&lf really a man of great confequence ; and 
determined him to fatisfy the royal curiofity, 
and commence courtier, the next birth-day. 

As my tafte in drefs induced the gentle- 
men to confult me as well as the ladies, Mr. 
Calcraft did me the honour to alk my advice 
upon this important occafion. As he was a 
" man of bufinefs, I recommended him to 

* In all patents the term ccujfm is ufed. 

have 
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have a brown rateen, which at that time was 
inuch wore, with a white fattin lining, and 
gold buttons. This drefs I thought would 
at once be fuitable to his profeflion as a fi« 
aancier, and hide his ungenteel deportment 
and uncouth figure, which, by the bye, was 
not unlike that of a drayman. But not ap* 
proving of my fancy, he determined to fol- 
low his own 5 which, when the long-expefted 
day arrived, afforded great entertainment to 
my company as well as myfelf. 

The day at length arrived, and upon it all 
tfaofe who had confulted me with regard to 
their drefs, and thofe who upon other occa- 
fions vifitcd me, came, in their way to Court, 
tQ .make their obeifance, and to (hew their 
clothes. Lady Rochford, being in mourning 
at this time for her father, which prevented 
her from going, her Ladyfhip did me the 
honour to ^nd the day with me, in order to 
partake, in fome degree, of the pleafure of it. 
The bevy of belles and beaux who called 
Vpon me was no inconfiderable one. And 
aoiong them, to my unfpeakable furprize^ 
who mould make his appearance but my 
own would-be beau, bedizen*d out rn a milk-* 
white coat, apparanients of blue velvet, 
waiftcoat and breeches of the fame, and 
adorned with embroidered filver frogs^ 
.. The grotefque figure he cut induced the 
Countefs of Rochford, in the firfl: emotions of 
her furprize, to cry out, " ^, quelle J^ure r. 

E 3 The 
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The exclamation ftruck the gentleman fe 
forcibly, that he haftily retired, and left us to 
laugh, and pafs our comments upon his ab- 
furdity. — I have often wondered how perfons, 
without being able to form the lead preten- 
fions to tafte in drcfs, will venture, by adopt- 
ing their own ideas, to render themfelves 
confpicuoufly ridiculous. They do not confi- 
der, that falhion is the child of adoption, and 
more arbitrary, whilft fhe reigns, thaq even 
the Grand Sultan. — Whether Mr. Calcraft 
went to Court in his fine clothes, I know not, 
nor ever gave myfelf the pains to enquire. 
But, at dinner, he appeared in his blue frockj 
and, till he had drenched himfelf with cham-^ 
paign, which he drank as fmall beer, he feem« 
ed to be mortified at having, in theforenoont 
contributed to the mirth of the company. 

Some time after, he prcTented nic with his 
pi6lure in miniature, drawn in the very iden« 
tical clothes he had^orn on the birth*day« 
But here his parfinriony would not permit 
him to make the prefent a genteel one. For, 
not willing to put himfelf to the expente of 
brilliants, he had it fet round with rofe 
diamonds. As I always had an invincible 
averfionto any finery, which was not the 
Compjeateft of the kind, I never wore the pic- 
ture, nor do I know what became of it. 

Our brother Tom foon returned from Scot- 
land, and was honoured with a commiflion 
in the guards, He now rofe to the dignity 

of 
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-of being my -dangler. And as I was become 
as fond of him as if he had really been my 
brother, I took fome pains to polifti him. 
The ground was good, and repaid the tillage. 
The 'Squire, however, remained totally un- 
improveable. His ignorance was beyond 
belief; and he gave a moft glaring proof of 
it one day. Being upon a party at Cliefden^ 
and the confipany admiring the gladiator, he 
(imply a(k«d what a gladiator was ? The 
company were greatly furprized, as you may 
naturally fuppofe. .The noble hoft, however, 
endeavoured to cover the ignorance of his 

fucft. But ever afterwards I infifted upon 
is filence, in cafes of thi^ kind, at leaft, when 
1 was prefent. At the fame time, 1 exprefled 
my (iirprize, that as he piqued himfclf on 
being ji proficient in the great art of boxing, 
heflioiila'be unacquainted with his elddl 
brother the {)rize*^fighteri 

From this time he was generals; iiient in 
company. And as he never attempted/any 
thing like wit himfelf, he endeavowred to ap* 
pear to under'ftand it in others. This appear- 
imce, however, was of the* fame fpecies as the 
tidmirarion of -Boniface for ^he Latin Ian*- 
guage ; though he did not underftand aword 
of it, he loved and honoured the found. 
Never was a charafter more juftly defined 
than his, in the following inimitaWe lines of 
Shakfpere * : 

• Mcrchantof ^Pehice;'AarV.ScellcI. • 

E 4 The 
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The man that hath not mufic in himfelf. 
Nor is not moved with concords of fweet founds^ 
Is fit for treafons^ flratagems, and fpoils ; 
The motions of his fpirit are dull as night. 
And his aiFedions dark as Erebus : 
Let no fuch man be truiled. 

To this perfect delineation of his charac-* 
ter, it is ahuoft unneceflfary to make any ad- 
dition. I muft, however, as it is become 
the prefent fubjedt of my pen^ enlarge a little 
upon it. 

As I have already obferved, he had natu- 
rally a found underflanding. His mental 
faculties were flrong. And^ had they been 
properly cultivated, had he received the ad- 
vantages of a good education^ he would 
have been a dangerous member of fbciety. 
For he was ambitious to a degree ; and cared 
not at what expence^ or rifque^ he carried 
his ambitious views into execution. In the 
fame manner he gratified all his paffions. 
But, upon every other occafion, he was cold 
even to cowardice. He was, befides, rapa- 
cious^ infolent, and mean to the loweft pitch 
of parfimony. 

Such was the wretched being I thought I 
was doomed to fpend my life with— who was 
to be the partaker of all my pleafures and 
all my cares— to whom I concluded I was 
united by indi^oluble bonds. 

I Ihould 
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I fhould not here draw fuch an unfavour- 
able pifbure of a man who has long fince 
been delpiled and forgotten, had he not 
prevented the publication of a letter of mine 
to himt which I advertifed fbme years fince, 
and which contained a portrait of himr^ 
drawn in much ftronger colours. Had thi« 
letter bqen publilhed, it would probably 
have ihortened his days, as he had at that 
time dared to get a right honourable inti>* 
mate of his to introduce Jhim as an honourable 
lover to a younger branch of one of the firft 
families in the kin^om. 

I muft juft oicntion, that I am indebted 
to him for one pecuniary fa^^ur, and only 
one, during the nine years and half we lived> 
or rather breathed together. Captain Frank 
O'Hara, my brother, whom I feldom heard 
of or faw, but when he was in want of mo* 
ncy, or in confinement, fent me a note, ac* 
quainting n>e, that he was arrefted> and con* 
fined at a fheriflTs officer's houfe in Stanhope* 
fb-eet, Clare-market, for a debt of fixty 
pounds, which his father. Lord Tyrawley> 
refiifed to pay for him.. Upon my (hewing 
-the note to Mr. Calcraft, he took the d>rec« 
tion down, and immediately went to the 
place. He there found the fen of Mars, ac-* 
companied by a fair attendant upon Venus ^ 
and having difcharged the debt, brought 
my brother home with him. Upon his re- 
turnj he gave me fuch a defcription of the 

E 5 tranf- 
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tranfaftion, as carried with it an appearance 
-of humour, though of low humour. And 
rthis was the only time he was ever able to 
pleafe me. 

What a declaration from a woman, whofe 
heart was caft in one of nature's fofteft 
moulds t and' who was fo fufceptible of even 
•the minutljc of courtefy, as to be ever ready 
to exclaim with that mofl: fufceptible of 
mortals, Sterne, " Hail, ye fmall fweet 
** court*fies of life, for fmooth do ye make 
;•* the road of it ! Like grace and beauty, 
** whi^h beget inclinations to love at firft 
I" fight : /tis ye who open this door and Jet 
■*• «thc ftrangcr in." 

G. A. B, 
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April «3, 17— 

THE time of my benefit approaching, 
my night happened to be fixed, fo as 
to fall on that of Mrs. Cibber^s; and as that 
lady's intereft and mine clafhed, and it was 
likewife an opera night, I requefted Mrs. 
Hamilton to let me have her Monday, and 
take in exchange my Saturday. The credit 
of having tht firft benefit in the feafon pre- 
vailed, and (he confented to exchange with 
me. As her intereft did not lie among the 
box people, it was immaterial to her* 

She 
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She accordingly fixed on the " Rival 
Queens." And notjwithftanding it happened 
to bd a very wet after noon, a great concourfe 
of people for the fecond gallery attended. As 
foon as that part of the.houfe was full, (he 
difpofcd of the overflow in the boxes and up* 
on the ftage 5 wifely preferring their two fliil- 
Jings a-piece to empty benches. The heat 
of the houfe occafioned the w^t clothes ef 
the dripping audience to fend forth odours 
not quite fo Iweet as thofe of Arabia. 

Not being acouftomed to fuch effluvise, I 
gave the preference to lavender-waters with 
which I innpregnated my handkerchief, and 
held it to my face. Mr. Rofs, who played 
Alexander, happened that night to be in one 
of his aSive difpofidons, and intending to do 
the part juftice, which was fully in his power, 
when he did not chufe to walk over the 
cour/e, he enquired why I hid my face from 
him whilft he was paying homage to my 
Queenfliip. • I, as ufual, played Statira. To 
which I anfwered, that I did it becaufe I 
was juft fufFocated with the ftcnch ; the peo- 
ple fmcHing fo of tripe that they were hor- 
ridly ofFenfive. 

The gentleman, out of humour at my de- 
Kcflcy, put what I had uttered into his own 
tramontane language, and told the lovely 
Roxana, that I had faid her audience Jiiink. 
Enraged at fo great an indignity thrown on 
fuch a nucnberjof her worthy friends, wh(^ 

£ 6 had 
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had endangered their lives, from bein^ wet 
to the ikin> in order to pay their refpedts to 
her^ Ihe formed a refolution to mortify m$ : 
in my turn. 

' Accordingly on the Monday, at half an 
hour after fix, juft before the play (hould . 
have begun, ihe fent me word that (he would 
not perform the charafter of Lady Graveairs» 
It becanrie neceflary, from fo late a difap* 
pointment, to make an apology to the audi« 
ence, for the delay that muft enfue. Kois, 
who loved mifchief as well as he had done 
whilft at Weftminfter-fchool, enjoyed the 
ftorm which he himfelf had raifed> and 
would not make the apology. Smith had 
kindly undertaken to play Lord Foppington i 
but he was fo frightened, that he could not 
do it. Lady Betty was therefore obliged to 
fhow her flounces and furbeloes before their 
time, in order to requeft the patience of the 
audience, till Mrs. Vincent could drefs for 
the part which Mrs. Hamilton was to have 
performed. 

My petition was granted with repeated 
plaudits i and wjth an aiTurance from Mr* 
Town and his afTociates, that they would re- 
venge my caufe. This they did the very 
next night ; when Mrs. Hamilton played the 
Queen in the " Spanifti Friar," and myfelf El- 
vira. The majefty of Spain then appeared in 
all the pomp offal/e jewels. She was fo re- 
markably fond of thefe falfe gems, that Col- . 
; ley 
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ley Cibber * compared her head to a furze- 
bufh ftuck round with glow-worms ; as her 
hair was exo-emely dark, and fhe had an ob- 
je&ion to wearing powder. 

Upon her entrance, (he was faluted in a 
warmer manner than flie wilhed. And was 
prevented for fome time from (peaking, by 
that mod difagreeable of all founds to a dra- 
matic ear, whether author or performer, bijfes^ 
At length, upon the tumult's ceafing a little, 
fhe advanced, and addrefled the audience in 
the following Demofthenean ftile : " Gem- 
men and ladies ! I fuppofe as how you hifs 
me, becaufe I did not play at Mrs. Bel- 
lamy's benefit. I would have performed, 
^^ but (he faid as how my audience ftunk, 
** and were all tripe people." When the 
fsur fpeechiBer had got thus far, the pit 
feemed one and all tranfported at her irrefift- 
iblc oratory. For with one voice they en^ 
cored her, crying out at the fame time^ 
" Well faid> Tripe r A title which (he re- 
tained till (he quitted the theatre. 

The feafon turned out more lucrative to 
the proprietor than he had reafon to hope, 
from the weaknefs of his company; efpe- 
cially as it was oppofed by Garrick, MoflTop, 
Woodward, Cibber, Clive, and Pritchard. 
At the conclufion of it, I found myfelf pref- 
fed for money. I had incrcafed my debt 
with Mifs Meredith to twelve hundred 
pounds; and I owed as much more to 

Deard, 
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gined I had dilated it. He, however, gave 
me credit for what I had no claim to ; as I 
adually knew nothing of the anfwer^ till 
fome days after it was fent away. 

I was juft at this time obliged to go to 
Malmfbury, to vifit fome ladies, who took 
particular care to feed their poultry in an ex- 
traordinary manner for my reception^ and 
who difgufted me as much with their over- 
grown appetites, as with their infipid con- 
verfation. From thence I propofed going to 
Brifiol. But as my laft expedition to that 
place was fhortened by illnefs, fo this was 

rrevented by a concern of another nature, 
was remanded back on account of there 
being, very unexpe£ledly, a contefted elec- 
tion at Wtndfor, for which place Mr. Fox 
was memben Notwithftanding his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland had been 
fo uncommon a benefactor to that town, and 
a conftant employer of the poor of it, the 
inhabitants were (o ungrateful as to fupport 
a perfon almoft unknown, in oppofition to 
the Duke's avowed friend Mr. Fox. They 
were however unfuccefsful. 

As feveral of my intimates lived in the 
neighbouhood) who had influence with the 
voters, and to whom it was thought necef- 
fary that I (hould apply in perfon, to folictt 
their intereft for Mr. Fox, an exprefs was 
fentp to mes and I haftened away to this 
place oi ooifc and confufion* As foon as I 

arrived^ 
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arrived^ I defired Sir Francis Delaval to en- 
deavour to find out Mr. Nuthall, a folicitor^ 
who was a very buflling mani and well verfed 
in eleftioneering affairs. He had ofi^cred his 
fervice to Mr. Fox by me ; but the offer 
was refufed upon account of his partiality 
for Mr. Deputy Paterfon. In confcquence 
of this refufal he attached himfeif to Mr. 
Pitt; who afterwards appointed hioi Solicitor 
of the Treafury, and rewarded him with ma- 
ny other emoluments. 

As I was (landing at the door of the inn^ 
waiting for Sir Francis's return, with Mafter 
Fox» late Lx)rd Holland, by my fide, a fellow 
cande up with a bludgeon in his hand, and 
aimed a blow at the young gentleman, cry- 
ing at the lame time, <* No Foxes ! no Dox« 
'* ies r Providentially a perfon behind le« 
veiled the fellow to the ground, juft time 
enough to prevent the blow from taking ef- 
fsA, Sir Francis Delaval returned at that in- 
ilant with Mr. Nuthall, and the fellow was 
iecured. But as it was judged that he was 
fuj£cient]y punifhed for his brutality by the 
fevcrity of the blow he had received, and by 
the bruifes his fall had occafioned, he was 
fuffered to depart, on promifing not to in« 
termeddle any more with the election. 

The alarm Mafter Fox received from this 
incident, had fuch an tffcCt upon his mind, 
that it brought on him a diforder, named Sf. 
Viiu^^s Dance i which affefted him, upon any 

little 
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little difappointment or vexation, to a moft 
violent degree, and he laboured under it for 
fevcral years. 

The next winter, I was witnefs to a pa* 
roxyifm of this diforder, which much alarm- 
ed me. Both the young gentlemen being 
come from- Eton, they waited upon me, to 
requeft that I would ufe my intereft with Mr. 
Rich, to get the tragedy of " Alexander*' 
perfornned the next night ; Matter Charles 
having heard fuch an account of it as excit- 
ed his curiofity. They waited in my drcf- 
fing-room whilft I fent to the managcn 
But, for fome reafon which I could i^ver 
jBnd out, Mr. Rich fent back a refufal. The 
vexation occafioned by this difappointment 
brought the fit- fo violently on Maftcr FbXi 
that the fright alnrwft deprived nie of fcnfe s 
and it was fome time before I recovered* 

When I returned to HoUwood fram^Wind- 
for, I went acrofs the country, in order t<j 
avoid London ; and made what hafte I 
could, in expeftation of finding fome agree- 
able company there. But, to my great fur- 
prife, there was no perfon but Doftor Fran- 
cis, who was now become one of the family. 
I had long promifed a vifit to that fbn of 
wit and humour, Foote, who then occupied 
one of Sir John Vanburgh's houfes upon 
Black-Heath. This feeming a favourable 
opportunity, I propofed to the Doftor to 
take a ride over the next day. 

The 
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The reverend gentleman cheerfully con- 
fenting, we mounted our horfes, and fet out 
for the refidcnce of the celebrated Arifto- 
phanes. We found with him Mr. Murphy, 
and an author of the name of Ciealand. As 
we had arrived at this habitation of laughter 
early, and there was no garden to walk in, 
or lands to amufe us, by way of relaxation, 
till the convivial meal made its appearance, 
the mailer of the houfe propofed going to 
the fale of theDiitchefs of Bolton's furniture. 
This celebrated lady had lately paid the debt 
of nature. And as (he was elevated to her 
high rank through her excellence in playing 
Polly Peachum, as is well known, I wifhcd 
to fee her ^^fidence. I therefore readily con- 
fented to the propofal^ and foon remounted 
myhorfe. 

After waiting (bme time at the door, with* 
out the gentlemen appearing, I fent in my 
fervant to expedite^ them. Upon which Mr. 
Murphy came out laughing, and informed 
me, that the Doftor's facerdotal dignity ha4 
juft paid him a vifit, and reprefented it to him 
as inconfiftent with his cloth, to appear witii 
an aftrefs in public. How fuch a whim' 
could ftrike him at that moment, when he 
not only. conde(cended to live in the houfe 
with me, but gladly accepted of a place in 
my box at the opera, plays, and oratorios, 
I did not give myfelf the trouble to account 
for, as it was truly ridiculous. 

At 
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At the fame time I pofTefied too much 
apathy to take offence at the abfurdity of a 
man, who> upon other occafions, 1 had ob- 
ferved to be guilty of the fame kind of follyi 
though not pointed perfonally at me. For, 
before this foo]ifh freak, he had always 
treated me with the highcft refpeft, and an 
apparent gratitude ; both of which he tcfti- 
fied, by a demeanour nearly borderjng on fcr* 
vility. Nor could I account for this fudden 
alteration, unlefs it was the refult of a little 
debate which happened at breakfaft between 
him and me, relative to Mafon's " Elegy to 
Dr. Hurd," printed with his ** CarafU^ 
cus." This I warmly admiring, and the 
Dodor not happening to be that morning in 
a mood to fuffer con tradition, he prqbably 
took this method to repay me for daring to 
praife any produftion but his own " Deinoft- 
" henes," He had juft tranflated that work} 
and though the tranflation was almoft as fri* 
gid as his " Eugenia," his patron Mr. Fox 
raifed a fubfcription for him, which amount* 
ed to a thoufand guineas. 
- We, however, fet off without the fandiir 
monious divine ; and, at our return^ foun4 
that he had mounted his prancing nag, and 
taken himfelf back to Hollwood ; leaving 
good company, an excellent dinner, and 
what he preferred to every other earthly hap- 
pinefs, curious claret^ together with the fbci- 
cty of Comus*s favourite- fon, a treat that was 

fought 
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ght after by every one who had a relifh 
genuine wit and humour. Mr. Foote 
nted a laugh at the Do6tor*s cxpence, by 
daring, that at times he poflefled the 
de and infolence of a Cardinal Wolfey ; 
lilft> at others, he had the meannefs, icr* 
icy, and blackguardifm of a Buckhorfe. 
iving ordered the chaife to come for me 
the evening, I fet off for London, inftead 
returning to HoUwood; and left the 
i^r to keep company with himfelf. 
Was it not for a few inftances which we 
d Hrewed thinly here and there, in the 
tirds of the actions of mankind, there 
iild be great room to doubt whether gra- 
ode ever grows on this fterile globe of 
it«-^It certainly is an exotic i and there 
im to be but few minds in which it finds 
dndlv foil. — A review of fomc of my fore- 
dag letters will prove beyond a contradic- 
in^ that the feed of this fame virtue had, 
her never been planted by nature in the 
:$& of the good DoAor, or that it had 
t received due culture ; or elfe, that it was 
oaked, when it put forth its earlieO: buds^ 
the native briers and thiftles, pride, ar* 
Sance, ielfilhnefs, and deceit, which there 
t!w luxuriantly around it.— —Which was 
t caufe of the want of this necelTary pro- 
rty of a good mind, I will not pretend to 
termine. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LXIII. 

April 29, 17— 

WHEN I arrived in town, I found that 
Mr. Calcraft had fct off for Granli- 
hanii to* prcferve his fiftcr from the wicked 
arts of falle> deluding man. Mr. Medlicotei 
ofwhonr I have made mention in one of my 
former letters to you, had vifited that placei 
and laid out all his atta6tions to captivate 
Mife Calcraft. This young lady> who was 
of a.fp^ighdydifpofition, and tired of liv- 
ing a iingle- life, lent a willing ear to the 
addrefles of this accomplifhed felIow^. and 
Vainly fiippofed that he would marry her. 
But finding' her miftake, ihe wrote ber.hror 
tfacr wiord ofheriicuation,. 
- My hero fct out, with a deterrhitted^rcfof' 
)ution to> avenge the caufe of his infulted 
family. But, having time to recoiled him^ 
felf during his journey down,- he thought it 
would be imprudent to rifque his life. He 
therefore wifely chofe to bring his (ifter vp 
to Loiidon, rather than call her lover to acr 
count for ,his prefuraipcion. This was. be- 
come, the more neceflary, as the affair had 
anade fome noife in the town ; and a coun- 
try town is generally the. feat of fcandal and 
ipoffipingj 

It happened unfortunately that . the fame 
poft which had conveyed him an account of 

his 



G. A. B ELL AMY. 95 

his fitter's danger^ brought him a letter from 
his brother. Captain Calcraft, who was upoa 
a recruiting party at Huntingdon. Being 
upon a vifit to an Earl, who lives in the 
neighbourhood, and who loved gambling 
more than propriety^ the boy had been pre- 
vailed up6n by his Lordfhip to fit down to 
play, and had loft to him two hundred 
pounds : which being a debt of honour, he 
bad paid it out of the money in his hands 
belonging to the regiment ; and to re-plact 
which fum he had been obliged to draw oa 
his brother. 

The 'Squire, impatient of this double fa* 
mily croftj had fent back the bill protefted, , 
]uft bef<)ne he fct off. This was on the even* 
i'ng of my arrival in town from Footers, and 
the letter had been, fent to the poft-office^ 
One of the clerks, named Willis, came im- 
mediately to inform me of the event. Trem* 
hling at the confequence of the young .man's 
•being brought to a court-martial, which 
would have been attended with perpetual dif« 
grace, we confulted what was to be done upoa 
this occafion. Though I had not the money^ 
I could borrow it i but the chief difficulty lay 
in getting the letter out of the poft-office. 

Mr.. Calcraft had taken Lord Tyrawley'$ 
ihree lions for his arms. And the govern^ 
ment plate, left to us and our children by 
General. Braddock, having, befidesthe royal 
arms, a. greyhound for the creft, he had 

added 



$6 THELIFBOP 

added that to the borrowed coat. I fortu- 
nately rccoUcfted, that my milliner^ Mrs. 
Jordan, was related to the Secretary at the 
poft-office. Upon which, I went to her^ and 
naving borrowed the money, prevailed upon 
her to take my feal, which was nearly the 
fame as Mr. Calcraft's, together with a bank 
bill for the fum, to the office, and ufe her 
intereft with her relation to fubftittite it in 
the place of the protefted bill. This fhe ac- 
complilhed, to my great fatisfaftion. And 
AS foon as Mr. Calcraft's ill-humour fub* 
fided, he repented of what he had done. 
Not, I believe, out of affeftion for his brother, 
but upon account of the difgrace, which 
would naturally have recoiled upon him. 

As foon as he arrived in town with his 
iifter, he defired I would look out for a place 
where (he could lodge and board, till fome 
family in the country could be found in 
which fhe might be eligibly fettled. Mrs* 
Jordan, the milliner, juft mentioned, was a 
i¥oman of family, and being connected with, 
and related to, feveral perfons of diftin&ioa 
in Wales, fhe had an amazing deal of bufi- 
Qefs. To this gentlewoman I applied upon 
the occafion, and prevailed upon her to take 
Mifs Calcraft as a temporary boarder. And 
in a ihort time, by her means, fhe was placed 
in a family in Eflex. Mr. Calcraft affeded 
to be very fond of his fifter, but he loved bis 
money better. And had I not taken care of 

her 
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her wardrobe, fhe would have made but an 
indifFcrcnt appearance. For the family, in - 
which Ihe was placed, was that of a widow 
Imdy, who kept her carriage, and had a good 
jointure ; and whofe only inducement to take 
her was for the fake of company. 

By the return of the poft Mr. Calcraft was 
furprized to receive a letter of thanks from 
his brother. On the firfl reading of it, he 
imagined ic was meant ironically. But re- 
coUcdting that the boy ftood in too much 
awe of him, to venture to jeft with his fup- 
pofed confequence, he guefled what I had 
done. And coming to me, in the fulnefs of 
his heart, he returned me the money with a 
thoufand thanks, and called me his preferver. 
I really believe, had I had the courage to 
a(k him for any fum juft at that time, he 
would have given it me. But thinking it 
would look mean to make an advantage of 
what I was led by affection to do, and which 
would Jiave the appearance of my being in- 
duced by pecuniary motives, an idea that 
was foreign to my heart, I miffed my. oppor- 
tunity. 

I was now fo immerged in bufinefs, that I * 
had not time to think of my being fo much 
involved, or of any means to extricate my- 
felf. I had a beautiful fet of horfes made 
XT\c a prefent of, which added to my expence. 
For Mr. Calcraft would not give me the keep 
of them, as. he laid he had more than fuffi- 

voL. III. F cient 
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cient to keep already. I would gladljr have 
retired from the ftage, but the money I 
got there was abfolutely needful. This in- 
duced me to make a new agreement with- 
Mr. Rich. 

During the winter, " Romeo and Juliet*' 
being befpoke by fome perfons of quality, 
Lidy Coventry, (late Mifs Maria Gunning) 
with fome other ladies of the firft diftinSion,^ 
were in the ftage- box. I have already men- 
tioned my intimacy with this beautiful wo«' 
man, when fhe was a girl, and the circuor- 
ftances which occafioned it. But I had not: 
feen her, fince that time, except a few days 
before her marriage, when (he did me the> 
favour to call upon me, on a little pecuniary 
bufinefs. 

In the fcene, where Juliet drinks the fup- 
pofed poifon, juft as I was got to the molt 
ihterefting part of that interefting foliloquy, 
I was interrupted by a loud laugh, which 
iffued from the box where her Ladyfhip fat. 
The filcnt attention in which the reft of- 
the audience were enrapt, made fucha 
circumftance the more ftriking. Ithadfo- 
great an efFcft upon me, that, being wholly - 
difconcerted, and unable to proceed, I was 
obliged to requeft leave to retire, till I could ^ 
colled: myfelf. The audience were pffended . 
at the interruption this levity had occafiontdj 
and infifted upon the Ladies quitting the ^ 
box, which they accordingly did. 

Agen- 
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A gentleman in the fide-boxes reproached 
Lady Coventry with her rudenefe and ingra- 
titude. Upon which Ihe was pleafed to fay, 
fhe could not bear me fince fhe had feen Mrs. 
Cibber. As this was no other than my bro- 
ther, Captain O'Hara, he aloud made her La- 
dyfhip a retort, but not tht retort courteous^ 
This added to mortify her Vanity, and haf- 
tened her departure. The late Lord Egling- 
ton, one of the politeft men of his time, who 
was of the ftage-box party, came into the' 
grceii-room to make an apology. And this 
he did, by afluring me, that no offence was 
meant to me ; the laugh thait Lady Coventry 
had broke out into being involuntary, and 
excited by her twirling an orange upon her 
finger, and fome ridiculous thing that was 
faid upon the occafion. I admitted the ex- 
ciife, and finiflied my part with as much ap- 
probation as ever. 

The next morning my brother came, and 
informed me of what her Ladyfliip had 
fooliflily uttered. Upon which, I rung for 
the houfe fteward, and delivering him the 
note Ihe had given me, when Mifs Gunning, 
for the money flie had borrowed of me a few 
days before her nuptials, I ordered him to 
go with it to Lord Coventry's for payment. 

Quince waited till her Ladyfhip came in 
froin riding J when, prefenting the note to 
her, fhe returned it, laying, ** What ! is ic 
•** Mrs. Bellamy the affrefs ?'' To which my 

F 2 domeftic^ 
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doineflic, who daily faw me treated in a dif- 
ferent manner by ladies greatly her fiipe* 
riors, anfwercd, that it was, and^that I ex- 
pected the money to be paid. Upon which^ 
turning upon her heel, her Ladyfhip faid, 
** If flie is impertinent, I will have her hiff- 
*' ed off the ftage !" The man, unaccuf- 
tomed to fuch treatment, replied, " That 
" continuing on the ftage was a matter of 
'^ indifference to his miftrefs; but if (he 
chofe to perform, it was not in her Lady- 
(hip's power to prevent it." Having faid 
this, he left the houfe, as he faw there was 
no probability of fucceeding in his errand. 
He, however, had not got far, before a fer- 
vant followed, and informed him, that the 
money Ihould be fent fhortly. 

But from that hour I never heard any 
thing more of, or from her Ladyfliip^ con- 
cerning the money. Indeed, I had not the 
leafl expeftation of ever getting it again 
when I gave it her. Nor Ihould I have taken 
the note from her, had flie not forced it 
upon me. Such a trifle, at that period, was 
of very little confequence to me. And as 
refentment never made me any long vifits, 
finding my heart an unfit receptacle, I 
placed it to account with former favours, 
and thought no more about it. I was much 
d^fpleafed with myfelf at having been hurt 
at a folly, of which her Ladyfhip had given 
fo many inftaaces. — H^d I time and inclina- 
tion. 
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tion, I have room, here, to add a fupple- 
ment to thofe remarks on the fcarcicy of 
gratitude, which Dodlor Frajicis's grateful 
conduft excited. — I fliall, however, only re- 
fer you to them, and leave you to make the 
application. And..to fhow how very dilRT- 
ent the Lady's fentiments had formerly been, 
I fend you the copy of a Letter I once re- 
ceived from her, and which bears this fingu- 
lar addrefs ; " To Mifs Bellimy in England.'* 
As it is much defaced by time*, there arc 
fevcral breaks in it, but it is given in its 
prefent ftatc, and at the fame time, 'vcrha- 
tim et literatim. 



" I Rec"* my Beared Mifs Bellamy Letter 
at Laft : after her long filence, indeed I 
was very Jealous with you, but you make 
me amends in Letting me hear from you 
now, it gives me great Joy & all our 
faimely to hear that y*" D*" mama and you 
Deareft felf are in perfift Health to be 
fure all y'' Relations where fighting to fee 
which of them (hod have you firft and 
Longeft with y°\ I hope you are a moft 
*^ tird of england, & that we fhall foon 
have your fweet company in Ireland, where 
you will be heartily welcome, it gives me 
vaft pleafure to hear you haves thoughts 
of coming over, my Lady 

• The original is in the hands of the publifher. 

F J *^ To 



cr 
cc 
cc 

€Q 
€€ 
€< 
CC 
€C 
€€ 



<C 
€€ 
€C 
« 



€€ 
t( 
t€ 
€€ 



102 THE Ll.FE OF 

" To be Aire I dont wonder at it, for you 
*' know her heart 8c foul ^yas rapit up in his, 
*^ as to hows bing the next heir I believe it 
'^ will be how my Lord pleafes, he is in ye 
Country & my Lady is with us fhe cant 
go to her own houfe I bellve Ihe will go 
ftrait to england to Mifs Bour, I was very 
unfortunate to be in the country when our 
'^^ Vaux Hall was, if I' was in Town I 
•" Iho'd be thear & I bclive I Ihoud be much 
*' more delighted than at a publicker de- 
" vertion, I am quit akerd i^nCZ I faw you, 
" there is nothing I Love fo much as foil- 
** tude; I dent bclive it was Mr. knox 
" you read of at Bath, for he is hear and 
'« pray writfi me word when you faw or 
^* heard from -Mr. Crump^-rr-^— ■! — r— is out 
^* Town this tow months paft every ^ > i ■ 
*« in the Country, Dublin is y^ ftupites 
** place ■ ■ « ■ -> in the. world I hope ye win- 
** ter will be more tho I fee know 

*^ greatLiklihoodof it, fori beliveShredian 
^* can get know body to play with him is 
** doing all he can to get frinds for him 
** fef to be fure you have bread he is marrd 
^' for firtain to Mifs Chamberian a fweet 
** pare, 

«* Papa & mama & Mifs Betty & Mifs 
*^ Kittys fincer love and comp*' to y" & y' 
** mama .y^L.ittel Hufband fends you ten 
*' Thoufand kiffes he whilfes he had you hear 
^^ to give y°* to you he fays they wo^ be 

i< fwe— 
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*« Ave Lipes than on paper without 

" making Comp^' he fhakes me fo 

*' I cant write ■ Mifs Bellamy will 

*' excufe this 

'' I miift bid a due & fliall 
*' only fay I am my D' youjr 
*' ever affec"". 

^' Dublin augudgi. 

" M, GUNN IN G. 

** M" Juffy begs Leave to give her Comp*» 
*^ to you, & is rejoyes'd to hear your are 
** wellj fhe is in a very bad ftate of healht/* 

Mr. Calcraft was now feverely afflifted with 
the gout in his head, which claimed all my 
attention. For notwithftanding the contemp- 
tuous Jight I held him in, I could not b« 
in/enfible to his pain on this occafion. I 
have always found illnefs, as I have already 
obferved, to endear even a perfon that is in- 
difFerent, and almoft a ftranger to me. How 
much more then muft it do fo, when the 
obje6t of my concern was conftantly in my 
• fight ? He was unhappy if I did not put 
the bags with feeds to his eyes ; which, he 
faid, no perfon could do but myfelf. In 
fhort, I attended him with the fame affiduity 
and tendernefs, as if I had been really his 
wife. 

Fa As 
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As for my qualifications in the hegui7ie 
profeflion, I have already told you what my 
dear Mifs Conway ufed to fay of them. — There 
is certainly a great pleafure attends the being 
both able and willing to adminifter to the 
wants of our fellow-creatures. Mankind have 
■ a mutual claim upon each other for thefe afts 
of kindnefs, whenindifpofition renders them 
needful. — We know not how foon we may 
require ourfelves the aiding hand. 

G* A. B. 
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LETTER LXJV, 

May JO, 17— 

ABOUT this time Mr. Dodfley, a gen- 
tleman juftly admired for his private 
virtues, as well as his literary produdlions, 
offered Mr. Rich a tragedy called " Cleone." 
The fituations in the piece were mod affect- 
ing. And the fubjedt of it being a family 
dillrefs, that pre-determined the public in its 
favour. The fuccefs of it depended entirely 
upon the heroine, which fell to my lot. And 
this, as our company then flood, was a dou- 
ble recommendation ; for Rofs and Smith, 
exerted their talents much better under the 
aufpices of Thalia, than of Melpomene.' 

Mr. Garrick had declined the piece ; but 
from what reafon I could never guefs. Mrs*. 
Cibber had done the fame. It, however, had 
merit. Domeflic feelings flrike more to the 
heart, than thofe of crowned heads. Tlie 
language was fimple, and I determined that 
my performance of it fhould be the fame. 
It was an effort worth trying ; as from ics 
novelty, I fhould, at leaft, have the merit of 
its being all my own. 

My attendance upon Mr. Calcraft had in- 
jured my health, which made me wilh to 
protradt the performance. But I found t!iat 
my attempts to put it off were conridered 
only as the cffcft of caprice, I know, this 

F 5. has- 
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has been praftifed by many performers, in 
order to enhance their value; but it was a 
manoeuvre I always defpifed. And I was fo 
much above being capable of fuch an artful 
mode of proceeding, that I could not even 
bear the fuppofition of ir, much Icfs the im- 
putation. I therefore, although very unfit 
for the tafk, accorded to the wiflies of the 
author in this point. 

All Mr. Dodfley's friends, who were nu- 
merous, attended the rehearfal of his piece; 
particularly the literati. Among thefe was 
Lbrd Lyttelton; who, notwithftanding his 
great partiality for me, gave the author his 
opinion, that I had totally mifconceived the 
charafter. The public had been fo accuf- 
tomed to noife and violence in their mad 
ftage ladies, that it was fuppofcd from my 
manner, which was weakenjed by real indif- 
pofition, and prevented my rchearfing out, 
that the piece, which totally depended upon 
me, would not fucceed. 

Among our vifitors at the laft rehearfal, 
upon which occafion the ftage was much 
crowded, I was ftruck with the light of Mr. 
Metham.- As we had never met fince our 
feparation, it is natural to fuppofe I did not 
feel myfelf in the moft agreeable fituation. 
I own, that I fincerely wifhcd myfelf -ab- 
fent, or that there had not been fuch a num- 
ber of fpeftators pfcfcnt'to be witnefTes to 
the farce I knew him capable of performing. 

Accord* 
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According to my apprehenfions, he began 
by afliiming the moft ineffable efFronrcry, 
which was, if poffible, fuperior to that of 
Cibber, when, in the charadlcr of Lord Fop- 
pington, he approaches Amanda. 

Taking a pinch of fnufF, in a carelefs 
manner, he walked up to me, with the mofl 
confequential air, accompanied with a fig- 
nificant non chalance^ and wifhed me joy $ re- 
gretting that he had not had an opportunity 
of doing it before. He then told me I 
looked more angelic than ever. Having 
done this, he turned to a perfon who was 
»ear him, faying, '' I certainly am the hap- 
*' pieft being in the univerfe, in having 
** been bled with the affeftion of two of the 

firft aftrefles, and moft accomplifhed wo* 

men, in Europe." Then, making a low 
b#w, he retired. I never in my life received 
any compliments with kfs relilh than thofe 
Javilhed upon me at that time. They raifed 
fuch a contrariety of emotions in my mind, 
that I was on the point of leaving the re- 
hearfal, and returning home, without any 
ceremony. 

I was fo totally difconcerted by this ad- 
venture, that what had ovAy ' httn Juppqfed 
by the author and his friends, was now 
openly declared; and it would not admit of 
<a doubt with them but 'that I had mifcon- 
ceived t^ie part. When I came to repeat> 
** ^hcu Jbalt not murder^' Doftor Johnfon 

F 6 caught 
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caught me by the arm, and that fomewhat 
too bri/klyy faying, at the fame time, " It is 
** a commandment, and muft be fpoken, 
* Thou fhalt not murder.' As I had not then 
the honour of knowing pcrfonally that great 
genius, I was not a little difpleafed at his 
inforcing his inftruftions with fo much vehe- 
mence. 

The fcene I had juft before gone through 
withMetham, added to this not over polite 
behaviour of the Doftor's, fo increafed my in- 
difpofition, that I was advifed not to appear 
the next day in fo trying a part. But the 
public were not to be trifled with. As their 
favoured fervant, I thought it my duty to do 
all in my power to deferve that favour. The 
piece was accordingly advertifed with my 
name in the bill, and 1 was determined to go 
on, let what would be the confequence. ^ I 
was likewife refolved to play the charafter 
agreeable to my own conception, though 
againft the united opinion of all the literati. 

Upon my going to the theatre to drefs, 
Mr. Dodfley accofted me with all the appre- 
henfions of an author for his darling bant- 
ling. He intimated to me, that all his 
friends, as well as himfelf, imagined I was 
not forcible enough in the mad fcene. The 
pain 1 was in from a bliftcr, which my in- 
difpofition had rendered necefTary, together 
w'ith the anxiety naturally attendant on ap- 
pearing in^a new charafter, made me anfwer 

that 
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that good man with a petulance, which af- 
terwards gave me uneafinefs. I told him, 
that I had a reputation to lofe as an aftrefsj 
but, as for his piece, Mr. Garrick had an- 
ticipated the damnation of it, publicly, the 
preceding evening, at the Bedford CofFee- 
houfe, where he had declared, that it could 
not pafs mufter, as it was the very worft 
piece ever exhibited. Having faid this, I 
left him, not very well pleafed with me for 
my freedom. And he afterwards informed 
me, that he greatly regretted having chofe 
me for his heroine. 

The unaffefted ndivetij which I intended 
to adopt in the reprefentation, was accom- 
panied by the fame fimplicity in my drefs. 
This was perfeftly nouvelle^ as I had pre- 
fumed to leave off. that unwieldy part of a 
lady's habiliments, called a hoop. A de- 
coration which, at that period, profeflcd 
nuns appeared in ; as well as with powder in 
their hair. 

Novelty has charms which cannot be re- 
fitted. And I fucceeded in both points be- 
yond my moft fanguine hopes. Indeed the 
applaufe was repeated fo often, when I 
feemingly died, that I fcarcely knew, or even 
could believe, that it was the effeft of ap- 
probation. But, upon hearing the fame voice 
which had inftrufted me in the command- 
ment, exclaim aloud from the pit, ^^ I will 
*' write a copy of verfes upn her P^yJ^lfy I 

knew 
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knew that my fuccefs was infured, and that 
** Cleone'* bid fair to run a race with any of 
the nnodern produdions. 

The repetition of this circumftance, I 
own, favours of egotifm ; but when it is con- 
fidered, that the involuntary praife of one of 
the firft geniufes in the world muft excite 
the moft flattering fenfations in every nnind 
defirous of meriting the approbation of the 
fenfible, I hope I fhall ftand excufed for not 
paffing it over in filence. When I appeared 
to fpeak the epilogue, I had leifure to prac* 
tife all the curtefies taught me by my dan- 
cing-mafter over and over again ; fo favour- 
able was the reception I met with from the 
audience, 

I was fo greatly fatigued when I got home, 
that I was not able to go to Mr. Calcraft's 
apartment. Having heard from Doftor 
Francis the public opinion that was enter- 
tained at the Rehearfal, and my indifpofi- 
tion giving him likewife not much room to 
cxpeft I fhould be fuccefsful, he confidered 
this want of rhy ufual attention as a fign of 
chagrin at my difappointment. His impa- 
tience to be fatisfied of the caufe made him 
run the hazard of a relapfe. For notwith- 
ftanding our apartments were as far diftant 
from each other as Channel-row from Par- 
liament-ftreet, and through a long paflTagc, 
he would come himfelf to know the fate of 
f* Cleonc," I had juft faintly anfwcred his 

enquiry. 
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enquiry, by faying, ** Well enough!*' when 
in ran the Doftor, almoft breathlefs, and 
crying out, " O Cakraft! it is beyond de- 
'«< fcription. I have haftened, as faft as -I 
*^ could, wifliing to be firftto acquaint you 
^** of the uncommon applaufe, and deferved 
.** fuccefs fhe has met with/* 

The next day I was congratulated upon my 
•fuccefs, by all thofe who frequented our houfc. 
Among this number were Lord Lyttelton, 
and Sir Charles Hanbury Williams. The 
'former exprefled his congratulations in the 
warmeft terms, declaring, at the fame time, 
that he was happy that his conjecture had 
not taken place. I then went up to Sir 
Charles, and afked him if he thought that 
violent madnefs would have had the defircd 
cfFeft? Without making me any anfwer, he 
flared wildly upon me, and appeared to be 
going to lay hold of me. Lord Lyttelton, 
obfcrving this, pulled me away. And Mr. 
Harris, who was fitting befide his friend Sir 
Charles, on the fofa, held him down, whilft 
I made my cfcape from his fury. For he 
fnatched up a knife, which lay upon the ta-^ 
ble with the breakfaft equipage, and vowed 
:he would find me out, andVnurder me. 

This circumftance appeared the more 
ilrange, as, till then. Sir Charles had fhewn 
no figns of infanity. And even fo lately as 
his entering the room, he had honoured me 
with the waripcft compliments on my per- 

formance^ 
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formance. He furvived but a few days; 
and, ftrange to tell, to the laft moment of 
his life perfifted in wi(hing to deftroy me. 
1'he fymptoms and effedts of madnefs arc 
not to be accounted for, nor do they convey 
any cenfure; elfe this feeming inveteracy 
towards me would have made me unhappy. 
But as he had always profefTed the greateft 
regard for me, till the inftant his infanity 
became apparent, the ill-will hefhewed could 
only be the effeft of his difordered mind. 

Theuncornmon run of" Clcone" took up 
a great part of my time. It would have con- 
tinued much longer, had my health permit-^ 
ted me to perform ; for, to make ufc of the 
theatrical phrafe, I never Javed myfclf, but 
often fufFered my feelings to pofTefs me fo 
entirely, as that they deprived me of the 
power of voice, notwithftanding it was al- 
lowed to be extenfive. Mrs. Gibber faid, 
.upon this occafion, that I pranced my gal- 
loping nags too fad j for I went beyond the 
poft, and confequently was jockeyed, I re- 
ceived a letter of gratulation upon my fuc* 
ccfs from Mrs. Clive. This lady poflcflcd 
good>nature to an eminent degree, and was 
glad to have an opportunity of bellowing 
her quantum of praife. It was the more flat- 
tering to me, as her fincerity could never be 
doubted. 

My time was at this period precious. As 
befides the letters I had to. copy^ I bad cor-* 

relpon* 
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rcfpondents in all parts of the world, the 
military being upon expeditions in Europe, 
Afia, Africa, and America. I had likewife/^/V 
correfpondents upon the continent, as well as 
in Ireland and Scotland. And what added to 
the fatiojue of inv other avocations was, that 
Mr, Calcraft having been ordered to Bath, in 
hopes of fixing the gout in the extremities, I 
had all his private letters to look into, and to 
write him the fubftance of them every night. 

With his returning health, returned my 
difguft. For, though humanity induced me 
to do every thing in my power to aflift him 
during his illnefs; he was more indebted to 
the natural tendernefs of my difpofition for 
it, than to any predileftion in his favour. 
And I formed a refolution to infift, as foon 
■ as he returned from Bath, upon his publicly 
marrying me, and paying all my debts. 

What made me more anxious than ever 
for the accomplilhment of the latter, was 
the following circumftance : the fpring be- 
fore, hearing repeated complaints from the 
armv in Germanv, that the fliirts of the. com- 
mon foldiers came unfewed the firft time 
they were wafhed, and that their Ihoes and 
(lockings were made in as bad a manner; my 
philanthropy prompted me to endeavour to 
remedy this impofition on the poor fellows. 
I accordingly made enquiry into the affair, 
and finding that an addition of a penny for 
making the fhirtSy and three halfpence ^^ 
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fair in the fiioes, and In the (lockings, would 
be of more than proportionable advantage 
to them, I agreed with the contraftor, who 
was a relation of Fanning, Mr. Fox's gentle- 
man, to allow him that additional price for 
all that were fent to Germany, to the regi- 
ments Mr. Calcraft was agent to. In cc5nfe- 
quence of which, in the courfe of eight 
months, he brought me in debtor to the 
amount of nine hundred pounds. 

Lord Granby, upon his return from Ger- 
many that winter, gave me, befides my bis- 
nefit ticket, an additional hundred pounds, 
and Mr. Fox another, which was all the 
emolument I received for fo public-fpiritcd 
an aftion, except indeed the honour of the 
centinels in the Park refting to me as I pafled 
through it. The death of Lady Granby, 
which was occafiToned by her fears for his 
•Lcrdibip, whilft Ihe lay in^ as he was reported 
to have been killed, I felt very feverely, as 
well upon my own account, as my Lord's, 
who doated upon her. 

But my forrow was greatly augmented 
from hearing that the report of the Marquis-s 
death had arifen from the death of Lord 
E)owne, who was (hot as he flood centry at 
the door of the Enghfli General's tent. Im- 
pelled by his natural bravery, or rather by 
an unaccountable fatality, he went out as a 
volunteer to the army in Germany. And, 
•jiotwithftandittg his noble birth and great 

fortune, 
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fortune, led by fome unknown whim, he 
infilled on doing duty as one of the privates. 
The Marquis had juft fcnt him out his din- 
ner ; which he was dividing with his com- 
rade, when a cannon ball Ihot him dead upon 
the fpot. By this fatal blow was the world 
deprived of one of its greateft ornaments, 
and myfelf of the only admirer that ever 
really loved me. As the untimely fall of that 
worthy nobleman never occurs to my mind 
without exciting a figh, permit mc here to 
bcilow one on his memory. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER LXV. 

May 18, 17— 

WHEN the Marquis of Granby re- 
turned to iEngland, he came to 
Pariian>cnt-ftrcet, as he could not enter the 
.'.place of refidence from whence his better 
. half had departed ; and, can you believe it, 
he. made .me his cajh-keeperi which Mr. Fox 
humouroufly compared to the lamp leading 
the blind. His Lordfliip's generofity, how- 
.cvcr, greatly e;xceeding his purfe, I was 
:foon obliged to refign my office. His 
•wants could not have been fupplied, fuch 
-was the liberality of his heart, even by the 
.Exchequer itfelr. 

Colonel Burton, the hufband of my late 
much valued friend, Mifs St. Leger, was flill 
in America J and, whilft I was imagining 

that 
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that he had broken his heart for the lofs of 
' her, I received a letter from him, requefling 
that I would fend over to him a repeater, and 
fome other fafhionable prefents, as he had 
fallen in love with a Squazv^ whom he admired 
notwithflanding her complexion.* I fent tlie 
things, and at the fame time rallied him upon 
his inconftancy and tafte. For by the word 
^ Squaw/ I apprehended he had taken a black 
to his arms. I was the niore readily led to 
' tiiis conclufion, by knowing that he was re^ 
raarkably averfe \o fair women. 

But what was my furprize to hear after- 
wards, that the Colonel had married a 
daughter of Apollo, whofe locks were as 
red, as thofe of her father are defcribed to 
be ! I have often heard that the taftc alters 
in a certain number of years ; and that men 
fometimes contraQ: a habit of liking what 
'•before they difliked. But I fcarcely ever 
•knew an inftance, except this, where fuch 
a fecming invincible averfion to any parti- 
cular complexion, was to be fo cafily over- 
come. This convinces me, that there is 
fome foundation for the belief, that mar- 
riages are made in Heaven, as the good old 
folks exprefs themfelves ; elfe, this gentleman 
would have remained fingle, rather than have 
chofen a partner of fuch a hue, after having 
been blefl with the elegant and accompliflied 
woman he had been. 

On the evening of my benefit, Mr. Fox, 

having 
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having been detained by the Duke of Cum- 
berland, happened to be late at the theatre. 
Lady Caroline came early j and there being 
a great crowd, he told the door-keeper he 
had forgot his ticket, but that was imma- 
terial, he faid, as it was his benefit. He then, 
laughing, ordered the box-keeper to open 
the door of his lady's box. A malignant 
writer, who wanted to have his filence pur- 
chafed, took occafion from this fally, as well 
as from the reports Mrs. WofEngton had pro- 
pagated in my disfavour, to infert in one of 
bis publications that I wag the great Captain's 
Captain 'y and that no commiflion or place 
was difpofed of in that department, but 
through my recommendation. 

This farcafm greatly affefted me. Al- 
though I was confcious there was no foun- 
dation for the report, as I had never requefted 
an improper favour of Mr. Fox ; yet as he 
was conftantly at our houfe, which it was 
impoflible to avoid, or even to attempt put- 
ting a flop to, it created an uneafinefs in my 
bofom not to be defcribed. This arofc 
chiefly from the apprehenfion that the reflec- 
tion which had been thrown on us (hould 
injure me, if but for a moment, in the opi- 
nion of a lady, who was an honour to her 
fcx, and who was befides one of the warmeft 
of my patronefles. I mentioned the cir- 
cumAance to Mr. Fox, who laughed at my 
fears. He aflured me, that his lady was not 

only 
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only too confident in his afFeftion to harbour 
fuch a doubt, but that fhe had too good 
an opinion of my reftitude, as fhe really' 
thought me married, to regard what a hire- 
ling fcribler Ihould write. But notwith- 
flranding thefe aflurances, I could perteivcy 
that after the publication of the piece of 
feandal juft mentioned. Lady Caroline never 
received me with that cordiality (he had ho- 
noured me with before. 

I have in a former letter beftowed niy" 
cenfure on thofe who wantorily rob others- 
of their good name.— You muft juft permit 
me to add, that the indecent lengths to which 
perfonal refleftions are carried in fome pub- 
lications, is deferving of the fevereft repro- 
bation. — A charafter is often mangled, and 
the fair fame of the devoted prey blafted, 
upon hearfay aflertions;, and the moft 
groundlefs and improbable conjefturesi 
merely to make a paragraph. — I am forry to ' 
fay, that the writers know that feandal is al- 
moft univerfally acceptable; and fo thcf . 
can, by dealing out a fufficient quantity of ' 
it, enhance the value of their publications, 
and increafe their' emoluments, the peace 
and happinefs of an individual or a family 
is beneath confideration. — And for this' 
there appears to be no redrefs. An appli- 
cation to the court* of law is expfenfive and 
uncertain. The guarded ambiguity with 
which the refleftioris are penned, though 

they 
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they arc worded (o as not to be mifinterpret- 
ed, renders fiich a reference hazardous ; 
and inttead of extinguifhing, it only adds 
fuel to the fire. — A filent contempt is all 
that a perfon thus aggrieved has for it. A- 
confcioufnefs of innocence will be their only 
fupport ; and though it is extremely hard- 
to be obliged to put up with undeferved im- 
putations, thofc are the only fhields to repel 
the envenomed darts. 

But to proceed, had it not been for this 
difagrecable incident, I ihould have been* 
the completeft female quidnunc that ever ap- 
peared in petticoats. To give as little room* 
as poffible to the cenfures arifing from my 
being fo much with Mr. Fox, I excufed my- 
felf from going as ufual to Hollwood, where 
a political junto met every week. Thefe 
confifted of the Duke of Cumberland, oc* 
cafionallyj but conftantly the Dukes of Bed- 
ford and Marlborough, Lord Ducie Mor^ 
ton, Mr. Fox, Mr. Charles Townfend, &c. 
&c. &c. J where the national concerns were ^ 
talked over, and in which, but for the refolu- 
tion I had taken, I might have acquired a 
knowledge beyond moft other women* 

My flaying in town was, however, pro-- 
du£live of one good confcquence. For by 
being there, I was the means of faving Mr* 
Calcraft from ruin^ and many individuals^ 
from :rreparable lof& or the grqat^fl incon- 
vcnience, A large party were gone down 

to 
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to HoUwoods and my determination ftill con- 
tinuing in force, I flayed almoft alone in 
town, all the fcrvants being there, to aflift 
at the gala, except the porter, and my own 
coachman and poftilion ; and the two latter 
lay at the ftables in King-ftreet. As it wai 
Sunday the clerks likewife were abfent. 

Being thus nearly alone in Parliament- 
ftreet, I was greatly alarmed on Sunday morn- 
ing, at feeing my woman by my bed- fide, 
the true pifture of defpair. She put me in 
mind of that ftriking defcription of Shakf- 
pere in his fecond part of Henry the 4th, 

• " Even fuch a wretch, fo faint, fo fpiritlefs, 

'* So dull, fo dead in look, fo woc-be-gone, 

** Drew Priam's curtain in the dead of night, 

** And would have told him half his Troy was bumM.'* 

It was in vain for me to inquire the oc- 
calion of fuch an early vifit; the poor fright-' 
cned creature had loft the power of utter- 
ance. I was, however, foon made acquaint- 
ed with the caufe, by the repeated cry of 
^rey which I heard in the ftreetls. 

I no fooner heard the alarm, than I leap- 
ed out of bed, and with only an under-pet- 
ticoat and flippers on, for in my fright I 
had thrown off my night-cap, I ran down 
flairs. When I got into the hall, I was in- 
formed that the fire had broke out at a baker's 
inChannel-row,on one fide of which was a coal 
and wood Ihop, and on the other lived a re- 
tailer 
♦ Aa I. Scene ni. 
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taller of fpitituous ' liquors ; both of which 
would have added fuel to the houfe already 
in flames. 

., A$ the fire was diredlly oppofite to the 
offices, where were lodged the accounts of 
fo many perfonsj and as thefe were only 
divided by flight partitions, fo that if the 
conflagration reached one, they mufl: all be 
defl:royed ; my apprehcnfions were inexprcf- 
fible. The flames now raged with great vio- 
lence i and the wind direfting them towards 
our houfe, it was expedted they would com* 
ipunicate to it in a few minutes. Providen- 
tially it occurred to me, to order a glazier^ 
who was come to aflift, to break in the 
frames of the windows, not only of our 
houfe, but of the three adjacent ones, the 
families of which were not in town. 

I then fent for all the chairmen that could 
be got, who conveyed the books, the firfl: 
objeds of my care, down to the pay-office. 
Wc then broke open the defies, in which 
there happened to be only cafli fufficient for 
the exigencies of the next morning till the 
bankers could be drawn upon. In a fliort 
time the houfe was as crouded as a fair; 
there being fuch a number of perfons that 
cither, from their own claims, or their con- 
ncdlions, were in fome fliape or other in- ^ , 
terefl:ed. The porter had difpatched my 
coachman to Hollwood, with the alarming 
intelligence. In the mean time I fecured 
whatever I could, and preferved every 

VOL. III. G tKvv\<4 



sift THE I-IFE O* 

thing in the offices. The fire, at length, tras 
iiappily got under, without reaching our fide 
4of the way. 

When I was about to retire. Colonel Honey- 
wood expreffed his apprehenfions of tny get- 
ting cold. And this was the firft nioment 
that I recoHedked my fituation. I now found 
that I had continued for four hours, in the 
fame ftatc as I had leaped frightened from 
my bed, in the midft of upwards of a hun- 
dred fpeftators, many of whom were Lords 
and Commoners who were come to my affift- 
ance upon the unfortunate occafion. 

I had fcarcely got my clothes on, when I 
heard Mr. Calcraft's voice, raving like a 
bedlamite, that he was ruined and undone. 
But upon his being informed bf the care I 
had taken to preferve every thing, and my 
fuccefs in doing fo, I was once more his 
dear Prejerver-, and he loaded me with ^rtf^J, 
which he thought would prove the bcft re- 
ward he could beftow on fo difinterefted a 
mind as mine. And tho' I was at that ume 
labouring under the greateft difficulties vf\th 
regard to pecuniary- matters, I was above 
claiming any other. 

Being much preffed for fome hundreds, 1 
endeavoured to raife them of one of the fons 
of Ifrae!, and, to my future forrow, fucceed- 
cd. Mr. Furtado, of Cornhill, found a gen- 
tleman by name Morris, who purchafed an- 
nuities for a Mr. Davy, a filk-throwfter, in 

<Spkal« 
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Spital-fields. Tliis gentleman advanced mc 
'five hundred pounds, oti condition df m^ 
paying him one hundred pounds a year for 
my lite, oat of the hundred and twenty Mr. 
dalcraft had 'fettled on me. But as there 
xould not be a line drawn in the deed to 
make it a real fale, he gave me a written 
l^aper, wherein I was permitted at any time to 
redeem it, on repayment of the money, with 
an additional fifty pounds by way of pre- 
mium. 

About this period I \^^s honoured with a 
vifit from my Watford relation, Mr. Craw- 
ford. His viflt, he told me, was occafioned 
by his being in great want of font hundred 
pounds, for three months, to make up a 
ium for ia pur chafe he, had entered into an 
agreement for. 

I had borrowed the five hundred pounds 
by means of the Jew, in order to repay Mr. 
Sparks part of the fum I have mentioned that 
lie lent me. And as he did hot come to claim 
my promife, I made myfelf eafy, as it was- 
ready. I therefore informed Mr. Crawford 
that I could affift him with one-half in mo- 
ney, and would let him have a pair of dia- 
mond undrefs ear-rings, on which he might 
^afily raife the remainder. He cxprcffed 
liimfelf much obliged to me, took the 
money and ear-rings, and giving itie his note 
for four hundred pounds payable in three 

G 2 months. 
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months, went dway with a prooiife of* re- 
turning punftually at the time. 

He came indeed moft pundually when 
the note becafne due ; but it was to acquaint 
me that he could not pay me. He faid, if I 
wanted my ear-rings, Mr. Smith of the Ex- 
chequer would advance money fufficient for 
the redemption of them, upon our joint 
bond. As I entertained no doubt of the man's 
honefty or of his capability, as his bufinefs 
was faid to be great, and his fortune a good 
one, I made no objeftion to the propofal. 
Upon which he produced a bond ready ex- 
ecuted by himfelf, which I immediately 
figned. This being a branch of fciencc in 
which I was not verfed, I only juft caft my 
eyes cafually over it, without reading the 
contents, fuppofirig that all was right and 
fair. He then went away, and was to re- 
turn with the ear-rings immediately. 

I bluQi when I recolle£tmy imprudence on 
this pccafibn. But I was then unaackncy- 
cd in the villainies of mankind, nnd, con- 
fcious of my own integrity, fcfpcSed not 
the want of it in others— I was lU^^wifc, 
^as the whole of my conduft fufficicntly 
evinces, c^^y^^with a total difregard for that 
which is generally efteemed the greateft 
bleffing — I have learnt, however, fince, from 
fad experience, that if wealth is not the 
greateft goody it is at leaft a necejfary evil^^ 
This difregard for property is ufually con- 

ncAedj 
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nciled with genius — An attention to the 
conimbn concerns of life feems to be natu- 
rally difguftful to the fcientific mind — And 
therefore the fons and daughters of geniu.s, 
fo often, * " no revenue have, but their good 
fpirits to feed and cloath them." 

Happening to be particularly engaged 
for the remainder of the day, I thought no 
more of my coufin or my ear-rings, till the 
next morning. And even then, when they 
occurred to my recoUedion, I fuppofcd 
that he had not been able to meet with Mr, 
Smith, or by fome difappointment or other 
was prevented from callings and I remained 
perfe6tly eafy. But in a few days after, 
having occafion for my ear-rings, I fent to 
his chambers for them ; when I was aroufed 
from my confidential ftupor, by the inform- 
ation I received 5 which was, that the gen- 
tleman- had moved himfelf off to Franfce, his 
affairs being in a defperate fituationj and 
that he had taken all his friends in, to main- 
tain hii'nfelf and his family during his exile. 
And what was doubly mortifying and in- 
' convenient to me was, that when the bond 
was prefented for payment by Mr. Smith, it 
appeared to be for two hundred pounds in- 
ftead of one hundred, the fum I fuppofcd it 
to have been given for. 

Being about to enter upon another topic, 
and, likewife, to give you an account of a 

G 3 tranC- 
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tranfai^lion, which whilft it was upon the ta»- 
pis, made a great noife in the worlds let me 
prcmife, that not a fingle circumftance fhalf 
be rehted, but what I was either a pcrfonat 
witnefs to, or from my own knowledge caa 
affirm the truth of. This aflurance I am per- 
fuaded will repreli the fainted ftfprcion in 
your mind of the credibility of my account,^ 
notwithftanding it fhould clafh with the re- 
prefentatioa of popular clamour, or private 
pique. 

G. A. B. 
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May. s6, 17— 

I HAD now rendered myfclf fo ufeful 
to ' Mr. Fox, not only by copying hil 
letters, but by my conftant attendance in the 
Houfe of Commons,, during the feffions, my 
retentive faculties being almoft as extraordi* 
nary as his own, that he began to be dil^ 
pleafed, at my not going to Hollwood as 
ufual. He was alfo more particular de* 
Jfirous of it at this time, as he wifhed^ if pof» 
fible, to fix that weather-cock, Charles 
Townfhend, with whom I was a great fa- 
vourite. This alone induced me to break 
through the refolution I had formed, and 
more frequently to make one in the parties. 
When they began to play, I always retired, 

and 
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and ^s no other woman but myfelf was per- 
mitted to be there upon thofe occafions, my^ 
fituation was not the molt agreeable. 

During the leifure hours this aSbrded mc^ 
I had time to indulge my refleftions. And 
thcfe refleftions informed me, that I was mi-' 
lerable. But why I was fo I knew not. i 
languiftied for happinefs, without being able 
to diftinguifli what road I was to take in ther 
purfirit of it. The thoughts of my numerous* 
dicbts was not the reafon of this dejeftion, asr 
I was well aflured, that upon my being refo- 
lute, Mr. Calcraft would pay them. Nor was* 
my fituation with regard to him the bane of 
my tranquillity. For as every body fuppofcd 
me married, or at leaft all fuch as I wifhed tot 
do fo, and I looked upon it as an event which- 
was certainly to happen, that gave me very^ 
little anxiety. 

A depreflion of fpirits wWch I could not 
account for, overclouded my mind. And in 
thefe fits of melancholy I would indulge; 
my tears for hours together. At length I 
imputed it to the unwearied attention I was- 
obliged to bellow on the different employ- 
ments I was engaged in. I therefore re- 
folved to accept an invitation I had receive J- 
from Mrs. Child f who„ with her hufband,, 
was fettled at BrulTels, and occafionally went 
to Cologn. And as I had never been able to 
fulfil my promife of paying a vifit to Vol^ 

G 4 tatr^ 
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taire, I intended, the approaching fummri-, 
to accomplifli both. 

But two events prevented me from carry- 
ing nriy defign into execution. The firfl: in- 
deed did not immediately concern me ; but 
as it was produftive of great diftrcfs both to- 
the family of the Secretary of War, and our 
own, 1 Ihared in the uneafinefs it occafioned. 
As the public have been greatly mifled with 
regard to the affair, and various reports 
have been propagated which had not the 
Icaft foundation in truth, I will repeat the 
circumftances to you, agreeable to my pro- 
mile at the conclufion of my lafl letter, u 
tbcy really happened, 

Mr. Fox being upon a vifit to his brother, 
Lord Ilcheftcr, Mr. Calcraft called at Mol- 
land-houfc, according to his ufual cuftom, 
to enquire, before he wrote to his patron, 
whether there were any letters for him, or 
any other bufinefs to inform him of. One 
day as he called, he found Fanning, whom 
Mr. Fox had now made his flcward, in con- 
vcrfation with a man who had the appear- 
ance of a farmer. Juft as Mr. Calcraft en- 
tered, he heard Fanning fay, ** I am fure it 
** is not my maflcr's hand. But here comes 
'^ a gentleman who can inform you better 
*' than I can." Saying this, he delivered 
into Mr. Calcraft's hand a leafe. When Mr. 
Calcraft had looked over it, he declared 
that the fignaturc was not Mr. Fox\s. 

" No/^'* 
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'^ Nor," continued he, ** can there be fuch a 
leafe really exifting. For the late Mrs. 
Horner difcharged Ayliffe from her fer- 
vice, upon account of his having married 
a perfon fhe did not approve of j and it is. 
not to be fuppofed fhe would grant him a 
*^ leafe for the life of himfclf, his fon, and 
*^ that very wife^ for the imprudent choice. 
*^ of whom (he haddifmifled him.'* 

The farmer no fooner heard this, than he^ 
exclaimed, " Then I am undone ! the vil- 
** lain has robbed me of what I had faved 
^' for my daughters' portions !*' Upon a 
further inveftigation of the affair, Mr. CaU 
craft found that the leafe given to the farmer 
had been forged, purpofely to raife money 
upon. Mr. Fox had made this Ayliffe a rid* 
ing commiflary. The income arifing fronf\' 
this employment was alone more than fuffi- 
cient to fupport fuch a family as his; but he 
had, in addition to it, adopted the profeflion 
of buying eftates. As he was fuppofed to be 
a good judge of the value of land, Mr. Cal- • 
craft had impowered him to purchafe for 
him eftates in Dorfetfhire. And Ayliffe had 
already received the fum of eleven thoufand ' 
pounds from him for that purpo.fe : EJfe, 
in all probability, he would have continued 
his depredations for fome time longer; 

But my good gentleman no fooner difco* 
vered by this accident; wh^t Ayliffe had beea 
Wj than^ ever aiixious for his own inceceft, hq 

G 5 im- 
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immediately fet out in purfuit of him. He 
found him at Salifbury j where, under pretext 
of the forgery, he had him taken by proper 
perfons into cuftody. This had the defired 
cfFcft. In the firft emotions of his terror, he 
refunded the whole of the eleven tlioufand 
pounds. Mr. Calcraft had him then imme- 
diately fecured by Juftice Fielding's men, 
who had come in purfuit of him, in confe- 
quence of an application from the farmer. 
They clapped a pair of handcuffs on him, and 
brought him to town. When he was com- 
mitted, an exprcfs was fent off to Mr. Fox, 
who Itill continued at Lord Ilchefter's, to in- 
form him of the tranfaftion. And I can take 
upon me to affirm, that the jirfi knowledge 
that gentleman had of it was, after Ayliffe 
flood committed for trial. Mr. Fox was un- 
juftly cenfured upon this occafion, as indeed 
he was upon many others, where his Commis 
had all the emoluments^ and ke all the edium. 

The unhappy man, folicitous for life^ lent 
his wife to me, after his conviftion, to in- 
treat that I would ufe my intereft in his fa- 
vour with his injured matter, and reaueft of 
him, that he would apply to his Majefty to 
extend his mercy towards him. At the fame 
time he wrote to Mr. Fox, who was now in 
town, and whom I perceived to be greatty 
Ihocked at the affair. In his letter, he re- 
queflcd that gentleman*s forgivenefs; and 
acknowledging hioafelf the ir^ ungrateful 

of 
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of men, promifed that if he would but fave' 
him from his merited fentencc, his whole life* 
Ihould be employed in endeavouring to de-- 
fcrve the mercy, and to atone for the enor- 
mities he had been guilty of.- 

But the very fame hour, he wrote to Mr^ 
Pitt, who was then minifter, to .inform him,* 
that if he would refcue him from his ap^ 
proaching fate, he would difcover fuch ini^ 
quitous^ praSices of his late employer, as 
ihould fully repay the fav^ng him. Mr. Pitt,* 
with a liberality of fentiment which doe*- 
honour to hi* memory, fent the wretch's let- 
ter immediately toMn Fox. That gentle- 
man received it as he was preparing to gcv^ 
to court on purp of e to folicit the prifoner's^ 
pardon. But this difcovery of his bafeneft^ 
now rendered it impoffible; as fuch an ap- 
plication wouldhave carried with it a decla- 
ration of his being in the villain's power^. 
and that he was apprehenfive of his putting 
his threats into execution. No interccflim 
was of courfe made for him, and he firfFcretf 
the due rewapd of his crimes* 

Thus did this wretched being fall a vic-- 
tim to his unparalleled ingratitude and du- - 
plicity. And by him was the bcft of maf- 
ters repaid for all.his kindnefsy in^ the fame 
manner as he was- by the generali^y of hi« 
dependents. To wind up the tragical ft or y,* 
I'muft add, that poor^ Fanning, who was the 
ionQceot caufe oi bringing the affair- to light/.. 

G 6 wa$y 
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was deprived of fenfe and life in confequencc 
of it. — I need not inform you, that a very 
different turn has been given to the forego- 
ing incident by Mr. Fox's enemies. Preju- 
dice and enmity have painted his conduft 
upon the occafion in the blacked light. But 
the good man, armed with that ** ftrongeft 
•^ of breaft-plates, a heart untainted," fet 
the (hafts of calumny at defiance. 

As I was now in a fituation, which pre- 
vented my being able to travel, it was im- 
prafticable for me to take my intended trip 
to the Continent. I was therefore obliged to 
make a virtue of neceffity, and content my- 
felf as well as I could at home. I had ufually 
three or four ladies with me, befides birds 
of paflage, the great people not making their 
parties in fummer.- On the fourth of Sep- 
tember I was taken ill, and before Dr. 
Hunter could come from London, I was, by 
the help of a country midwife, brought to 
bed of a fon, which Mr. Fox named after 
himfelf, Henry Fox Calcraft. 

I had lain in about four or five days, and 
was infinitely better than could be expected, 
when my gentleman favoured me with a 
vifit, to inform me that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Davy, defiring payment of the 
annuity. As I had never aflced Mr. Calcraft 
for a fhilling upon it, he entertained great 
hopes that it had been quite obliterated. 
Being much dilpleaiied with his fpeaking to 

me 
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me OD pecuniary fubjcds at fo improper a- 
time, I defired that he would immediateljr 
quit the room^ pay the money, and fulfil his. 
contra6t. The latter, I affured him, I would 
infift upon his doing, as foon as ever I was 
able to leave my apartment ; for 1 was not 
unacquainted with the deception he had 
praftifed upon me, relative to his patron's 
difapprobation of his marrying me, as well 
as with his having Impofed upon him alfo. 
Struck with this reproach, he haftily quitted 
me, muttering,- as he went, fomething about 
my extravagance. 

When he was gone, I complained to a 
lady, who was upon a vifit to me, and who 
frofejfed herfelf my friend, of Mr. Calcraft's 
brutality, in troubling me about fuch a trifle, 
at fo critical a juncture; when I had not 
only fpent all that 1 got at the theatre in en^ 
tertaining his company, and fupplying his 
brother and fifter, but had likewife involved 
myfelf in debt for that purpofe. Befides 
which, I had made it my ftudy to fer^e him 
in his profeflion, and had done it fo effec- 
tually, that to me he was indebted for the 
prcfent extenfive (late of his bufinefs. My 
friendly intimate obferving that I was mere 
empafiioned than ufual ; and having private 
reaions for wi/hing me removed from my 
prefent fituation, either by death or refent-^^ 
ment ; Ihe took an opportunity fo favour-* 
able to her wilhcs^ to inform me, that the 

n^an 
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man whom I looked upon as my hufband;. 
neither was^ nor, in ail probability, would 
ever be fo ; as he had been married fomc 
years before he knew me, to a young woman 
at Grantham, who then redded with an aunt 
of his, named Moore. 

Struck with inftant madnefs by fuch un- 
expend information, I leaped out of hcdy 
in order to. find the cruel impoftor, and re- 
venge myfelf upon him* But before Lcould 
reach the door, I fell down fenfelcfs^ and to- 
all appearance dead. Nurfc Carter, who 
had lived with me many years, and had bred 
up all. my children, affiftcd by the lady that 
had reduced me to this condition, replaced 
me in my bed. 

When I recovered my fenfes, I was in 
Ibch excruciating pain, particularly in my 
fide, that I could not fpeak. I had no 
breath but what I gafpedfon Ameflengcr 
was immediately difpatched for Mr. Adair, 
and Dr. Hunter, At firft it was concluded 
by thofe gentlemen,, that my illnefs was 
©ccafioned. by the. ignorance of the wo- 
man who laid me. But they were afTured 
by the nurfes that it could not arife in any 
fliape from her fault, as I had been fo un- 
commonly well, even at. that early period, 
as to permit them ta leave me, whilft a lady 
who was upon a vifit,. and I, entertained 
ourfelvcs in converfation. together. This 
was the account which my nurfes gave the 

• phyfical 
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phyfical gentlemen 5 as they were as ignorant 
of the real caufe of my illnefs, as the latter 
were themfelves. Even Mr. Adair, the friend 
I confided in, knew nothing of the tranfac- 
tion, my delirium being fuch that I could 
not inform him. In the violence of my rage 
I attempted to deftroy poor good Carter, 
who wiflied to prevent me from deftroying 
her maftcr and myfelf. Happy had the 
moment been in which I heard the fatal in- 
telligence, had I really been deprived of a 
wretched life ! 

Mr. Calcraft was now really frantic. And 
my illnefs increafing, it baffled all the Ikill 
of the learned fons of iEfculapius i fo that 
every night was prophefied to be my laft, 
I had no refpiration but when a vein was 
opened. Had I laid down in bed, I (hould 
have been fufFocated. I was therefore ob- 
liged to reft upon the flioulder of each nurfe 
alternately. Mr. Adair's care of me was 
unremitted. And though his numerous pa- 
tients claimed his attendance every^ day in 
town, he returned every evening to Holl- 
wood, in order to give me what relief he 
could ; for the tortures I endured were in- 
cxpreffible. 

After fufFering, for feveral weeks, «iore 
than human nature coutd be fuppofed able 
to fuftain ; and having had recourfe to al- 
moft every remedy in the matmamiedica i my 

dea4ii 
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death warrant was concluded to be figncd 
for one o'clock the next morning. An hour 
that 1 ardently wifhed fori but which, at 
the fame time, made me anxious to fee a 
gentleman from London before its arrival. 
The gentleman came down the moment he 
received notice of my danger. And the 
bufinefs being fettled for which he came, I 
was wholly refigned, and waited my vifita- 
tion with the longing of a bride. 

My mind was now perfedtly tranquil. The 
world was loft to me, as well as the recol- 
ledion of the injuries I had received. In this 
ftate, I fell into a fweet fleep, which was at- 
tended with a moft Angular dream. And as 
I have reafon to confider it a fure prefage of 
the calamities I have fince fufFered, I will 
here relate it. I imagined I was relcafcd 
from all my cares, and an inhabitant of 
Heaven. My deftined appointment, wheo 
I got there, was to light fifty lamps. I en- 
tered upon my employment, and executed 
it with eafe, till I came to the laft lamp, 
which I broke in the attempt. The uaeafi- 
nefs this occafioned put an end at once to my 
dream and fleep, and I awoke in the greatell 



agitations. 



In the morning, my vifitant of the day 
before, came to take, as he thought, a laft 
farewell. I informed him of njy dream. 
lU heard itwithmanifeft pain, mingled withi 
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pity. *' My dear child/' faid he, " you arc 
deftined to fufFcr a long life of mifcry and 
difappointment. I wifh you may be as re- 
figned when your hour of vifitation fhall . 
*^ come as you now are. I own I could have 
*^ wifhed it had been pafled." The holy 
feer was infpired with the gift of prophecy, 
as the fcquel of my ftory will too fatally 
evince. 

I was fbme time after informed, that the 
evening my vifitor arrived. Dr. Framcis en- 
deavoured to engage him in a controvcr- ^ 
fial difcourfe, during fuppcr, in order to ' 
fhow his fuperior talents. Mr. Darcy (which 
was tf)e gentleman's name) feemed to de- 
cline a converfation that might terminate in 
difpute. But the Doftor having been wit-' 
nefs to the ignorance of a great number of 
his countrymen, (he was from Ireland,) who * 
had been fent over from the lowefl: ranks of 
that people, as fervitors to fome colleges 
abroad, and after acquiring a little bad La- 
tin, become either enthufiafts, hypocrites, 
or libertines, and fuppofe themfelves quali-\ 
fied tQ difpenfe abfolutions, without fcarcely 
knowing what the word means, concluded 
this gentleman to be one of the fame ftamp,. 
He was, on the contrary, a found theologift, 
and united to great learning, a gentlenefs 
of manners, and a natural politenefs, that 
would have graced a court. 

I would 
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I would not be underftood to mean front 
what I have juft faid, that the catholic clergy 
of Ireland are all in the fame predicament* 
To my own knowledge, the late Mr. Archer 
and Mr. Richardibn, were ornaments to the 
world, and the religion they profeffed -, as i^ 
the prefent Mr. CLcary, who,, with unalFeft- 
ed piety, is bleft with that innocent chear^ 
fulnefs, which, joined to his brilliant wic 
and found underftanding, makes him the 
admired darling of all who have the happi-* 
nefs of knowing him. 

The Doftor very illiberaJly^ as being one 
of the family, and (tiling himfelf the chap- 
lain, continued the attack 5 till Mr. Darcy, 
being necefiitated to reply, fooa confuted 
him s and convinced the company, who all 
bellowed deferved praife on him, that he 
was deeply read in divinity ; whilft the fu^ 
perficial Doftor had made more proficiency 
in the ftudy of wine than of holy writ. The 
confequence of this converfation was, that 
two ladies who were prefent, convinced of 
the fuperiority of Mr. Darcy's arguments,, 
were in a very fhort time introduced by that 
good man inta the bofbm of the mother 
church. 

G, A. B. 
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June 10, 17— 

Remained in the dreadful condition de-» 
fcribed in my laft letter, for fcveral weeks* 
At the expiration of that time I was removed 
to town; when a confultation of the medical 
gentlemen was held twice a day. All their 
confultations, however, were of no fervice to 
me. Not one out of mne of the moil eminent 
of the profeflion who were called in upon the 
occalion, could even guefs at my diforder. 
One termed it an adheJQon. Another an im- 
pofthumc. And two or three w«c fully per-* 
fuaded that I had no lungs left. 

In this manner they perfecuted me till 
near Chriftmas. Till at laft, dcfpairing of 
being able to afford me any relief, and afham- 
cd to take fuch fums without any apparent 
benefit, they all left me to my fate. My 
watchful and humane friend, Mr. Adair, 
indeed, continued his ufual afliduity. And 
feeing that my other phyficians had riot 
rendered me any fervice, he brought to mCj^ 
by ftealth. Dr. Lucas. Though this gen- 
tleman's profeffional merit was -very greatj^ 
yet as his political principles were fo differ- 
ent from our own, his introduftion to our 
iioufe was efteemed reprehenfible. 

Dr. Lucas foon found out what ha4 
puzzled fo many of the fraternity, the real 

ftate 
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ftate of my diforder. He pronounced it 
to be a confirmed abfcefs in my lungs ; as 
it afterwards proved to be. ' And informed 
me, that if it broke whilft I dozed, (for I 
could not fleep,) it would in all probability 
choak me. He had attended me in my 
early days in Dublin. He then afted as an 
apothecary. But being allowed one of the 
beft chemifts in the kingdom, he obtained 
a diploma. Yet he ftill prepared his own 
prefcriptions himfelf. Notwithftanding the 
Dodor had loft an eye in analyzing fomc 
drug, he was not only a fon of Apollo in 
medicine, but likewife in love, and he fct oflP 
upon his entrance into his new line, as un 
gallant homme. 

When he had properly prepared me, by 
fuch medicines as he thought neceflary, he 
'fent me to the hot-wells at Briftol to keep 
my Chriftmas. At that feafon of .the year, 
the Wells are only frequented by emaciated 
wretches, who are fent there to receive their 
quietus. I had totally loft the ufe of my 
limbs, could not lift my hand to my head, 
and was carried like a child, in thefervant's 
arms. During the journey, I was ordered 
not to make my ftages more than twenty 
miles a day. And notwithftanding it was 
intenfely cold weather, I was obliged to 
travel with the windows of the chaife down. 
As I was well known on that road, the maf^ 
ters and miftreffcs of the inns feemed by 

their 
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their looks to take a laft leave of me, and to 
regret the lofs of fo good a cuftomer as I had 
been to them. 

Mrs. Sparks, the wife of Mr, Sparks the 
comedian, left her family to accompany me- 
For my dear Mifs Meredith had been obliged 
to return to France upon account of the fame 
complaint which had occafioaed her to vifit: 
that kingdom before. The two nurfes and 
fcrvants made a confiderable fuit. Indeed, 
I fliould not have been in the leaft con- 
cerned, had I fpent Calcraft's whole fortune 
upon the occafion. My rcfentment had re- 
turned, and I would not permit him to take 
leave of me, or even fufFer his name to be 
mentioned in my prefence. 

After a feries or painful journies, I arrived 
at the Wells -, where the objefts that appear- 
ed before me, the dreary profpedt, and the 
difmal tolling of Clifton bell, presented no- 
thing but a fcene of horror to my imagina- 
tion. I was configned to the care of Doftor 
Ford, and orcjered to drink port-wine and 
punch. As I had never tafted either of 
thofe liquors before, having been accuftomed 
to wine and water, the prefcribed beverage 
was by no means pJeafing to me. But the 
lancet had been fo often ufed, that from my 
cxhaufted habit, a dropfy was apprehended, 
even if I Ihould get the better of my other 
complaint. 

At length the abfcefs broke while I was 

taking 



14* THE LIFE ^t 

taking an airing. I hurried backj and Doc* 
tor Ford (to whofe care and attention 1 
am much indebted) being fent for, he or- 
dered me immediately down to the pump- 
room. I was there drenched wfth the water. 
He then direfted that I fhould be put to 
bed between the blankets, well warmed, 
and fome burnt brandy given me. This be- 
ing done, I lay down, for the firft time I 
had been able to do fo for above four months* 
As foon as I was in bed I fell afleep^ and did 
not awake for eighteen hours. During that 
time I (lept fo ftilly, that it was often thought 
by thofe about me, that I had ftolen a march 
Into the other world. They frequently put 
a glafs to my mouth, fo doubtful were tney 
of my retaining any figns of fenfation ; but 
ftill perceiving refpiration, they were in 
hopes that my fleep would prove cordial 
to my vital powers, and tend to my re- 
covery . 

It was not to be expefted, however, that 
my recovery would be fo inftantaneous as it 
proved to be. For when I awoke, I was not 
only able to ftand, but to walk into the next 
room. The caufe of my diforder being thus 
happily removed, I recovered ftrength every 
day. Upon which I refolved to leave my 
prefent melancholy abode, and return to 
town. And being at the fame time determined 
that I would not go back again to Mr. Cal« 

craft^s. 
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craft's, 1 wrote to my mother, to defire fhe 
would let me have her houfe. 

The houfe in Brewer-ftreet, which former- 
ly belonged to Mr. Calcraft, had been taken 
by her, and fhe let it out to perfons of for- 
tune, thereby making a confiderable addi- 
tion to her income* Though (he had more 
than fufficient to rnaintain her, yet fhe was 
lb fond of dependents, that fhe was always 
<:omplaining of being diftreft. She had no 
reafon, indeed, to complain of me in that 
point. As I never knew the value of mo- 
ney, it would have htctx rather extraordinary 
if my mother was the laft perfon that re- 
ceived pecuniary tokens of my regard. 

She had formed an intimacy with the 
widow of the well known Dr. Purcell. This 
lady^^who was filler to Dn Warburton, Bifliop 
of Gloucefter, had changed her name by a 
ifecond marriage to Lock. Her only grati- 
fication was that of the table. And as fhe 
^as not poflefled of any property, my liberal 
parent greatly diftreffed herfelf to grant Mrs. 
Lock fuch temporary fupplies as were ne- 
ceflary for the fupport of that good living 
Ihc would be indulged in. So that, at her 
dearth^ the fum amounted to upwards of 
icvcn hundred pounds. 

My mother, though much hurt at the 
circumftance which occafioned my leaving 
Parliament-ftreet, and rendered this appli- 
cation needfulj readily confented to admit 
4 me 
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me as a tenant. She accordingly wrote mc 
word, that hjer houfe ftiould be prepared for 
my reception. As foon as Mr. Calcraft ob- 
tained a knowledge of my defign, he was 
like a madman. He feared, as he had great 
reafon to do, that I Ihould make no fccrct 
of my motive for quitting his houfe. Many 
of thofe who employed him, did fo out of 
partiality to me. Lord Tyrawley, notwith- 
ftanding there had been fome coolnefs be- 
tween us, would not ftand tamely by and fee 
me ill treated. Nor was his Lordihip only 
to be feared, but my brother ; who would 
face a lion. Thefe confiderations had their 
due weight with him, and occafioned, more 
than tendernefs, his agitations. 

Befides, myprefiding at his table was a 
circumftance of no little importance to himi 
as my connexions were fo refpedlable, and I 
had fuch a number of patronefles among the 
firft ranks. But what weighed more than 
any other confideration with him, and in- 
duced him to make me repeated promifes of 
paying all my debts, was the expedlation of 
the death of my friend Mifs Meredith. This 
young lady was now given over by her phy- 
ficians, and as Ihe was fuppofed to nave 
made a will in my favour, he concluded that 
when the event took place, my fpirit would 
not fufFer me to lie under an obligation to 
any one, particularly to a perfon I avowedly 
detcfted. So that he thought he could make 

me 
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me thcfe promifes, without any apprehcn* 
fion of his being required to fulfil them. 

He accordingly wrote to Mrs. Sparks, dcr 
firing (he would find an opportunity of com- 
municating the contents or his letters to me, 
which confifted of a profufion of profeflions 
and promifes. As he knew that I faw no one 
but her, whofe intereft made her his friend *, 
he was well aflfured nothing which paflfed 
upon this occafion would tranfpire. His 
name threw me into fuch agitations, that 
Mrs. Sparks much feared to mention it. Buf 
as he grew more prefling every poft, for her 
to conjure me to receive a letter from him, 
or at leafl: to permit her to read to me what 
he wrote to her, fhe ventured to fpeak to 
me upon the fubject. 

Upon my determining to return to Lon- 
don, I had wrote to my long-confulted ora- 
cle Mr. Quin, acquainting him with my 
fituation, and requefting his advice. The 
good man wrote me for anfwer, that he 
would not advife me to make the rupture 
public, nor by any means to quit Parliament- 
ftreet, till the whole of my debts were dif- 
charged j and even when I was a clear wo- 
man, not to ftir till I was amply provided 
for. Had that gentleman duly confidered of 
the advice he gave me, he muft have known, 

• Mr. Calcraft had, at that time, tlircc fliarcs in the theatre, 
and was in fuppofiiion of purchafing the patent; when Mr. 
Sparks had the promifc of being afling manager. 

VOL. III. H that 
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that going back was the only method to pre- 
vent a completion of the other part of his 
directions. I was really well perfuaded that 
ivhen Mr. Calcraft had gained his purpofe, 
•chat of my returning to him, he would foon 
forget his promifes. His fordid difpolition 
was not to be prevailed upon to part with a 
capital fum, unlefs incited to it by compul- 
fion or fear. But as my worthy friend pot 
feffed a heart replete with generous fenti- 
ments, he was led to judge of others by his 
own. 

After many attempts, Mrs. Sparks, at 
length, prevailed upon me to read one of Mr. 
Calcraft's letters. He conjured me in it, for 
the fake of humanity, for my children's lake, 
and for my own, to return to him. He 
bound himfelf, by the facred name of his 
Creator, to pay my debts in three months. 
He concluded with urging the violence of 
his paflion, and informed me, that he had en- 
treated fome friend to deprecate my anger. 
This friend, probably, was the Doftor. 

But thefe folicitations would have proved 
inefie£i:ual, had not Mr. Quin's advice coin- 
cided with them. At laft, wearied with 
thefe teafings -, fick of the Wells 5 and toler- 
ably recovered ; I returned to the hated man- 
«fion, and to its more hated mailer. This, 
however, I would only confent to do, upon 
the exprefs conditions, that he fhould never 
attempt to fee or ipeak to me alone -, and 

that 
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that he fhould be punctual ivL paying my 
debts, according to his propofal. Thefe 
articles he readily acceded to. And I verily 
fa^elieve, that if I had then requefted hinn to 
take a ftep to the moon, and endeavour to 
prevail upon that luminary to make me a 
vifitj he would have promised to do fo ; and 
with the fame intention of fulfilling his pro- 
mife. There might, however, have been 
ibme fparks of affection ftill remaining in 
his bofom, kept alive by the confequences 
of our union* And the regret he ielt, whea 
I was fuppofed to be beyx^nd >all hope of re^- 
covery, might make the fav^e believe he 
felt fomething Uke tendernefs. But, ah! 
how unlike the tcndernefs to which the 
chords of my heart could only vibrate ! 

I am almoft tempted, at times, to envy 
thofe who are bom with an infenfible heart. 
-—Happy people ! (I am fomctimes on the 
point of crying out) happy people ! who 
pafs through life in a ftate of enviable tran- 
quillity.— -If ye do not tafte, in an exquifit0 
manner, of the pleafures this fubluhaiy ftate 
affords ; neither do the pains, with which it 
abounds, pungent ly afFett you. And as the 
former are uncertain and tranfitory, and the 
latter furc and lafling, ye are gainers by the 
allotment. — So wife a man as Zcno is faid to 
be, could never have taught the dodtrine of 
Stoicifm, nor his followers, the mofl fenfiblc 
of the Greeks, have embraced it, had there 

H 2 not 
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not been feme rational foundation for it, and 
the infeniibility it enjoins defirable. — ^Had 
thy days, O Sterne, been fpared to the 
united wi(hes of the lovers of genius, and 
thou hadft attained a good old age, it is a 
doubt, whether, upon a review of thy life, 
thou wouldft not have exchanged, had it 
been in thy power, thy fufceptibility^ (and, 
furely, no nnortal was ever endowed with a 
greater portion) for this unfeeling Stoicifm. 
—Impious thought! it admits not of a 
doubt. — ^Thou wouldft rather have exclaim- 
ed with me, " Give me my fufccptibility, 
though it be attended with more than pro- 
portionate unhappinefs!— The pleamres 
'' flowing from love and frorh philanthropy, 
*' neither of which can ever find a refidencc 
** in a Stoic's bofom, fully compenfate for 
" the augmented pains !" 

As I write from the heart, my pen, not- 
withftandin^ my afiurances that I would 
check its lallies,' has again, Pegafus like, 
run away with me. — And fo I fear it will do 
to the end of the chapter. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LXVIIJU 

June 19, 17— 

YOU now find nie once nmore inftah quo^ 
doing again the honours of Mr. Cal* 
craft's table, and receiving the congratula* 
tions of my numerous friends upon the oc- 
cafion. A fhort time after my recovery, a 
demand was made from the Treafury of thfi 
government plate left us by the late unfor- 
tunate General Braddock. The demand was 
rejefted. Upon which, a fuit was commen- 
ced. But that failing, we were left in poffcf- 
fion of the royal donation, and the lions^ 
unicorns, and hares, made their appearance 
at table. 

I now received the news of Mifs Meredith*^ 
death. She had bequeathed to me iive hun*- 
dred pounds, together with the twelve hun- 
dred pounds I was indebted to her; her 
jewels, which I have reafon to believe coft 
near two thoufand ; and all her beft lacefi^ 
which were of great value. I regretted the 
lofs of this valuable young lady moft fincere- 
ly, and mourned for her inwardly as weH a& 
outwardly. Her legacy was of great fervice 
to me, as I was not engaged this feafon 
at the theatre, and had been, obliged to 
borrow upon fome of my diamonds, in order 

H 3 to 
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to defray my prefent expcncesj depending 
upon Mr. Calcraft's performing his promife, 
at the expiration of the time agreed. 

But this was a tricing confideration, when 
placed in the fcale againft the lofs of an inva- 
luable friend, whom I loved, and I fhall ever 
lament. But I was born to outlive thofe who 
loved me; and at this juncture I have not a 
friend upon earth, but fuch as humanity hath 
induced to be fo ; no chearful intimate^ no 
perfon, in whofe friendly bofom I can repoft 
my cares. Nor, were I pofleflcd, through 
a reverfe of fortune, of any unforefeen hap- 
pinefs, can I fay that a being eadfts whu 
would Ihare my joy. 

My departed friend h;d conceived an af^ 
feftion for the Duke of Kmgfton. The Duke 
encouraged the propenfity for fonric tinf>e, 
but at length deftroyed all her hopes of hap* 
jpinefs by another attachment. "With a con- 
ftitution extremely delicate, and fentiments 
equally fo, fhe could not, although endowed 
with more than a common fhare of good 
lenfe, fupprefshel- paflion. " Like a worm 
^* i*th* bud, it fed upon her damalk cheek,'* 
and put an end to her exiftence. 

By her will, fhe left his Grace a gold box, 
in the lid of which was her pifture. It fell 
to my lot to deliver it to him : A commif- 
fion that was rather aukward for me> as his 
Grace had been a profeflcd admirer of mine> 

though 
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though not an honourable one, as my frienct 
had Kxndly hoped he would have been to 
her. Having wrote to give the Duke in- 
formation of his bequeft, he called upon me 
to receive it. When I prefented it to him, 
\ told him, I wifhed there had been two 
piftures, that I alfo might have had the 
counterfeit refemblance of a perfon I loved 
fo well. Upon which, his Grace inftantly 
took out his penknife, and cutting the por- 
trait from the lid, gave it me. Such ^ 
ftriking proof of difregard for a woman's 
mcniory, whofe life was in all probability 
contracted upon his account, afTedted me fo 
mtich, that I left his Grace, with contempt, 
to walk off with the box at his leifure. 

One of the conditions Mr. Calcraft had 
entered into, that of not feeing me alone, 
he ftriftjy adhered to. As fear is the fure 
concomitant of guilt, he dreaded my re- 
proaches, and therefore carefully avoided 
me. Being fecure that I fliould now keep 
my injuries a fecret, he forgot the promife 
he had made relative to my debts. His 
principal objeft in preffing fo vehemently my 
return, had been to fave appearances ; and 
that purpofe was now anfwered. He there? 
fore thought, as the folemn vows made to 
accomplifli it were only known to myfelf and 
Mrs. Sparks, they might be difpenfed with ; 
and that with regard to the culpability of 

H 4 break- 
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breaking them, he would venture with Mac*- 
beth " to jump the life to come/' — The 
man, by whom fuch folemn appeals are light- 
ly thought of, no ties can bind, but thofe 
which correfpond with his wifhes. It is a 
dread of the laws of his country, and public 
Ihame, which alone keeps him honeft. If 
thefe can be evaded, neither the fear of of- 
fending, by a breach of facred vows, that 
Being in whofe name they were made j the 
inftigations of honour ; nor the reproaches of 
confcience; can inforce the fulfilment of 
ihem. — I found to my coft this obfervatibn 
verified. 

In return for Mrs. Sparks's great attention 
to me during my illnefs, I not only confcnt- 
cd to play the *' Mourning Bride" for his 
benefit, but I dkpofed of near two hundred 
gold tickets for him. As I had not played 
fince it was reported that I had loft my 
lungs, and had been fo often killed by the 
coUedrors of news for the papers, it was not 
to be wondered at that the houfe was crowd- 
ed. But what excited a general amazement 
was, that my voice had never been more 
powerful. From the uncommon applaufe I 
received, the audience appeared to be well 
pleafed. Nor was Mr. Sparks lefs fo, the 
emoluments being very confiderable. 

As home was now grown hateful to me, 
I was never there but when our houfe was 
crowded with company. I loved mufic to 

excefs. 
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;€xcefs, which brought me acquainted with 
all the capital performers, both vocal and 
inftrumental. I went very often to Frazils *, 

^,where one evening I met Lady St. Leger, 
mother to my late amiable friend Mifs Sk 
Leger, afterwards the wife of Colonel Bur- 
ton, whom I have frequently mentioned in my 
preceding letters. The youngeft daughter, 
Mifs Kitty, boarded with her Ladyfhip; who, 
by means of her jointure, and an additional 

-penfion, obtained for her by the friendfliip of 
Lady Harrington, was enabled to indulge 
herfelf in keeping a good deal of company. 

HerLadylhipwas one of the Irifh fecond- 
rate women of fafhion. She was very info- 
lent at times, and not unfrequently vulgar. 
But to enable you to acquire a knowledge of 
her chara6ler from her conduft, I (hall pre- 
fent you with a little trait of her Ladylhip, 
which will give you a much better view of 
it than any defcription of mine can do. Her 
hu/band. Sir John St. Leger, the Judge Jef- 
feries of Ireland, had been remarkably fevere 
to a number of poor wretches who were 
btought before him for committing depre- 

' dations in that country. Paul Liddy was the 
captain of a banditti, who levied contribu- 
tions in the part where the Knight lived. 
AiTiong others, he wrote to Sir John, to in- 
form him, that if he did not depofit a certain 

• One of the firft fingers of that time. 

H a fura 
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fum in the place he mentioned^ at fuch a 
time^ he would fet fire to his houfe^ murder 
him, and ravijb his lady* 

Shortly after, by the vigilance of the 
Knight, the Captain was taken, and clofely 
confined in irons, in the Black-Dog prifon. 
Lady St. Leger could not refift the curiofity 
of feeing a man, who had dared to make fuch 
a declaration. She accordingly went to the 
prifon, where flie was informed by the beau- 
tiful Monica Gall, a courtezan whom Liddy 
had married, that he was too much indifpofed 
to fee any one. Upon which her Ladyfhip, 
with an infolence that reduced her below the 
level of the unhappy perfon flie addrefi[ed, 
afked her, whether fhe was the villain's 
- — ^ or his wife? To which the other 
immediately replied, *^ I have the misfor- 
** tune to be his wife ; the honour of being 
•^ his ■ was intended for your Ladyfhip.** 

Such was the elegant dame with whom I 
was now become acquainted. Her Lady^ 
fhip, rcquefting I would be of her party the 
next evening, 1 accordingly went, and found 
there a great many people, but no company> 
except Lady Harrington. As we were fre- 
quently on parties together, I defired the 
pleafure of her Ladylhip's company and her 
daughter's at HoUwood, to which they con- 
fented. When they were there. Captain 
Shaftoe told me to take care of the, dame, as 
ihe pofleJQTed a great deal of art^ under the 

mafque 
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tnafque of bluntnefs, I laughed at his fur- 
mifes, and told him, that I (hould be obliged 
to any perfon who would take his comrade 
out of my fight. Our intimacy grew 
ftronger ; and I was furprifed to hear that 
every thing I faid, was repeated with exag^ 
geration to Mr. Calcraft. This indeed did 
not difpleafe me, as I moil: cordially hated 
the perfon, who had deftroyed all my hopes 
of happinefs, and the fight of whom caufcuj * 
my greateft mifery. 

As foon as my new acquaintances^ left 
HoUwood, I fet off for Flulhing in tny way 
to Bruffels, on my propofed • vifit ' td Mrs. 
Child. The vifit 1 had intended to Voltaire, , 
was prevented by- thc^ death' of my intro- 
du&or, the Marquis deVerneuil. That ac- 
compliihed nobleman, among other fciences, • 
was ikiUed in alchymy* During a proceft 
CMV' which he was very intent, an explofioB • 
happened, , which coft him his life. And in 
him I loft another valuable friend. Before 
I?fet oflF, I ^left a letter for Mr. Calcraft,^ wha • 
was from home, wherein I reminded him of 
his promife to pay my debts, the only trif- 
ling reparation he could make me tor the' 
bdenefs of his condud. 

When I arrived at Bruffels, I found Mrs. 
Child encompaffed with many of my inti- 
mates. The reception ftie gave me proved ' 
that my vifit afforded her great fatisfaftion.. 
Shcveadcavotured, -by every naethod in her 

H 6 > power 
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power to make the place agreeable to me, 
to induce me to forget the unhappinefs that 
preyed upon my mind. The Elcftor of Co- 
logn was captivated with this lady's beauty, 
and fhowed himfelf a Prince in munificence 
as well as in dignity. 

I will here give you fome account of the 
city of Bruflels ; but as it can only be a cur-* 
fory one, if you wifh for more particulars, 
I muft beg leave to refer you to thofe who 
write profeffedly upon the fubjedb. This 
city deals in the number feven. There are 
feven parifhes, feven capital ftreets, and they 
even defcend to fo minute apunftilio in this 
Angularity, that -there are but feven mid- 
wives in the place. Upon a remarkable high 
ileeple, there is an image of Sti Michael 
killing the dragon, in copper giltj The pa- 
laces are magnificent ; and there is a park, 
fomewhat like that of St. James's. 

The buildings in general are grand. The 
opera- houfe is the finell in Europe. You 
may travel for two-pence farthing an hour, 
in large covered boats called track-fchuyts. 
Thefe are drawn by one horfe, and arrive at 
BrufTels twice a day from Antwerp, return- 
ing each time. The mofl remarkable church 
here is that of St. Gunhilda. It is an old 
Gothic building, but finely ornamented 
within. There are many elegant monu- 
ments of illuftrious princes in it. And^ 
among many chapels^ there is one^ where 

they 
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they worfliip three Hofts, which, they fay, 
were dabbed by a Jew, and aftually bled. 
Thefe are expofed, upon every feftival, in 
a chalice richly adorned with jewels ; and 
in the month of July there is an annual prq- 
ccflion ill memory of this dabbing. The 
inhabitants of Bruflels value themfelves 
upon having entertained, at one time, feven 
crowned heads. 

In this agreeable place I fhould have fpent 
three happy months, but for corroding 
care. Refledion obtruded itfelf, at times, 
and imbittered my mod chearful hours. And 
the very idea of returning and entering 
once more the doors of my deferted man- 
fion, made me the mod miferable of hum^n 
beings. 

From Bruflels I went to Antwerp. I took 
the opportunity of vifiting that place, in 
order to make enquiries relative to the late 
Mr. Sykes's fortune, of his brother who re- 
fided there. Upon my arrival, I learnt that 
Mr. Sykes, (who befides his profeflion as a 
painter, kept a jeweller's and bijou dlop) 
having had an invitation from the Duke de 
Berry; in order to nruke fome alterations in 
his Grace's gallery, was gone to Paris. Some 
other great perfonage taking offence at Mr* 
Sykes's giving the Duke the preference to 
himfelf, had procured a Lettre de cachet 
againd him. And as he was, one day, at 
the cofFee-houfe, an exempt took him afide^ 

and 
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and defired he would take .an airing wit& 
hinij in a coach which Hood at the door, 
as far as the Bailile. It would have been in 
vain for him to refiftj and equally as vain to 
enquire the reafon. He had only time to 
requeft a gentleman of his acquaintance, 
who was in the room, to let his wife know 
the difafter* Thishis friend did ; and it had 
fuch an effeft upon her, that flie loft her 
fenfcs in confequence of it. Such being their 
unfortunate fituation, it was much feared 
neither Mr. of Mrs. Sykes would ever re- 
turn to their family more. 

I was likewife informed, that die States 
General had taken poffeffion of the late Mn 
Sykes*s effefts at the Hague, which he had 
bequeathed to me; fo that I had nothing 
further to hope from that quarten As dif 
appointments of this nature, from my wai^t 
of knowing the value of money then, made 
•but a tranfieot imprcfllon on imy mind, t 
received the information with becomingibr- 
tttude. And as it had never been in my pof-^ 
Ccfllon^ the lofs fat the more lightly on mev 

G. A.B^ 
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June 28, 17— , 

THE beauty of the city of Antwerp, 
and the nnany curiofities it contains, 
determined me to ftay a few days in it. On 
thefe, alfo, I Ihall content myfelf with giv- 
ing you a few curfory and unconnefted ob- 
fervations. The cathedral, which is dedi- 
cated to the Virgin Mary, is a noble pile of 
building ; and the fteeple of it is a beauti- 
ful piece of architefture. There are thirty^ 
three bells and two chimes in it, with a 
clock ; together with a crols at the top, of 
an incredible height. The ftadt-houfc is 
well worth viewing; as is Mere-ftreet, 
wherein a brazen crucifix is placed upward 
of thirty feet high. There are twenty-two 
ipacious fquares in Antwerp. The number 
of ftreets I cannot recoUedt, but they arc 
wide and numerous. 

The churches are decorated with mai>y 
capital piftures, by Rubens, and likewife by 
Quintin Matfys, a blackfmith, who commen- 
ced painter, in order to obtain for wife the 
daughter of a painter, who would give her 
hand to no perfon but one of his own pro- 
feflion. At the entrance of the cathedral, is 
placed an effigy of this true votary to the 
God of Lave, with aa inicpiption, imply* 

ing 
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ing that love made a blackfmith an Apellei, 
The chapel of the virgin, adjoining to t$c 
great churcTi, is magnificent to a degree. 
The town is defended by a ftrong citadel ereft- 
ed by the Duke d'Alva, which commands not 
only the town, but the adjacent country. The 
j)eople value themfelves much upon their ci- 
ty's being the birth-place of Abraham Orte* 
lius, the great geographer. 

I do not recolleQ: in my whole life to have 
been ever ftruck with fuch a reverential awe, 
as on entering the cathedral. My curjofity 
was fcarcely gratified, when I faw a woman 
fix her eyes attentively upon me. Mrs. 
Walker, (formerly Mrs. Delany,) who had 
been my companion in this tour, was alarm- 
ed at the circumftance, from the remem- 
brance of the incident I have already mjcn- 
tioned, relative to Sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams. As we could fee only the eyes of 
the phantom, which were large and wild, the 
reft of her perfon being inveloped in a large 
capoto, there was fome room for her appre- 
henfions. 

Having enquired of the fervant that at- 
tended us, if I was not Mifs Bellamy, uppn 
his anfwering. Yes ! ihe burft into an agony 
of tears, and cried out " Oh! my fitter !" 
The church was crowded. And as the eap- 
clamation Oh ! conveys the fame idea in 
every language, the congregation fuppofedl 
had fome how or other given offence to tbe 

perfon 
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perfon from whom it proceeded. Upon 
this they gathered round me, in order to 
learn the caufe; and, I was apprehenfive, 
to punifti me for behaving ill in a place of 
divine worfliip ; for my being better dreffed 
than thofe around me, would have pleaded, 
I found, in my disfavour. But on the fer- 
vant's informing them that it was only a 
beggar, they immediately vanifhed : For 
the people of that country look upon poverty 
as contagious, and leave the relief of it to 
ftrangers. 

When the crowd was difperfed, the per- 
fon who had occafioned their notice, flood 
filent, waiting for me to fpeak firft ; I there- 
fore enquired who fhe was ? She told me her 
name was Biddy Kendal, the daughter of 
Mi-s. Kendal, whofe affemblies I had fre- 
quented when I was in Dublin, and to whoia 
I had been fo kind. In one of my early 
letters to you I have mentioned this famikr^ 
I recollefted her immediately, and requeli- 
' cd to know what was become of her fitter 
Betty. Upon my repeating that name, flie 
eagerly took hold of my hand, faying, witfe 
'the true Irifli accent, " Come and fee, my 
;** dear, I hope fhe is alive, though you win 
** blefc her poor t,yt^^ which are almoft 
** blind with crying." She at the fame time 
requefted I would not go in a carriage, as 
(he wifhed to avoid obfervation, and it would 
be injpofiible for a coach to get up to the 

door« 
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door. She might have fpared this part of 
her requeft, as I had not a carriage there. 

We then went out of the churchy and af* 
ter many turnings and windings^ arrived at 
the place of our deftination. But fuch a 
wretched habitation I could not fuppofe to 
have been within the limits of that opulent 
and beautiful city* We went vp fomethiBg 
like a ladder into this recq>tacle of mifery^ 
And fuch a fcene never prefented itfelf to 
my view before. The firft thing which 
firuck my eyes was the corpfe of a manj co* 
▼ered over with a rug; a moft (hoddng 
£ght indeed to me. A little further, upoa 
a wretched pallet^ fat a flcdcton of a vo^ 
man^ with fcarcely any coverings wdmging her 
inands^ apparendy in the moft extreme ao^ 
gui(h. Never did I behold a more perfefi 
f)id;ure of defpain By her^ lay an in&at 
leemingly in the ga(p o£ death ; and anothei^ 
in rags^ about nine or ten years old, was 
•warming fomething in a pipkiii over a few 
charcoal embers which were in an earthea 
chaffing-diih ; whilft the tears trid^led down 
its cheeks. 

I flood for fome mcnnents, overwhelmed 
by the humane emotions that ru&ed impe^ 
tuous from my heart : a heart, as fufcep^ 
tible of the ills of others as of my own*. 
The woman likewife feemed to fit abforbed 
in grief, and did not appear to ohferve us. 
Upon which, her fifler going up to her,, faidr 

^ Take 
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^' Take comfort, Betty ; here is Mifs Bella* 
** my come to fee you !" Without' making 
any reply, fhe ftared wildly, and inftantly fell 
backward, to all appearance dead. Before I 
came in, I had fent my fervant for fome re* 
freOiments for them ; of which having par*< 
taken^ the perfon I thought dying foon reco-^^ 
vered; and^ to my great furprize^ feemed 
now to be altogether as chearful as (he bad a 
few minutes before been opprefled with mu 
fery. And what was more extraordinary^ did 
not take the leaft notice of the poor clay-cold 
corpfe which lay near her. And, fearing to 
s^^iew her agonies^ I took care not to tura 
my eyes towards it. 

My introdufkrels now informed me^ thai 
her fifter havii^ married an officer in tbe 
Iriih brigade, was^ with her hufband and bro» 
tber^ fh^wrecked, and that fhe bad reafon ta 
fear they botb perilhed : That fiie had the 
tnisfortiine, by this event, to lofe the whole 
of her property ; bat her life, afid thofe of 
her two children, had been faved by one of 
^be mariners, the perfon there lying deai^. 
who was a native of Antwerp : That with greaC 
humanity the man had brought them to that 
lodging, where he had parted with his laft 
ftiver for their fubfiftence : And that the in- 
conveniencies he had experienced, from let*- 
ling her fifter have the lodging, had brought 
on an ague^ of* which he had died thatmonw 
ing. 

Bidcfy 
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Biddy Kendal added^ that a lady of quality 
having wrote to her to come to Spa, to ht 
her companion^ upon her arrival at Flufhing 
fhe found a letter^ acquainting her wjtb the 
didrcit fituaiion of her filler. Excited by 
humanity, as well as the calls of confangui- 
niiy, fhe had come to Antwerp ; where Bie 
had expended every (hillings and parted witb 
moll of her clothes, to fupport the unfortu- 
nate family. She concluded with telling mt, 
that they were under great apprehenCoiu^ 
from not being able to inform the proper 
officers of the death of her fifter » prelcrvcr; 
and likcwifewife from the fear of being taroed 
into the ftrcet pennylefs. 

I was afraid, before I received this in« 
formation^ that the dead man had been 
Mrs. Bramfted's hufband^ (that was the name 
of the woman) fo that I was not fo much 
concerned when I found it was the mariner^ 
who was a fingle man, and now gone to re« 
ceive the reward of his humanity. The 
fcrvant, who attended me on my tour, was 
an Italian by birth. He had formerly lived 
with me in England, but preferred travelling 
as valet du voyage, with perfons who vifited 
the Continent. Upon this occalion I called 
him in, and confulted him on what could be 
done. He told me a knew a perfon in the fub« 
urbs, who, he believed, would accommodate 
the family. And as for the dead corpfe, a 
countryman of his worked for a perfon be» 

longing 
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longing to the police, to whom he would 
apply relative to the interment of it. This 
being approved of, my fervant immediately 
(et out, to carry the plan he had propofed 
into execution. 

Whilft he was gone, I could not help 
taking notice, that gratitude did not make a 
part of thofe two ladies' good qualities. 
They appeared infenfible to the fate of their 
benefaSor, and fhewed thcmfelves true Irifli- 
women, by attcfnding only to their own in- 
tereft. I was fo difgufted at the difcovery 
of tbefe felfifk fentiments, that I propofed 
taking my leave as foon as poflible. And 
this I accordingly did when my fervant re- 
turned, who had agreed for board and lodg« 
ing for the whole family at twelve ducats 
per month. 

When I was going away, Mrs. Bramfted 
a{ked me if I recollefted my little favourite 
Sally French ? Upon my telling her I did, 
flie /aid, ** She is much in the fame fituation 
** with myfelf ; only love engroffes A^r heart, 
V and the cares of the world mine. When 
" fhe has been married fo long as I have, 
'** file will not be fuch a fool." If I was not 
.much pleafed before with the fentiments of 
mv new-found friends^ this did not give me 
a better opinion of them. She then proceed- 
ed to inform me, that the unfortunate girl 
fhe had ipentioned had been induced to leave 
her uncle, on whom was all her dependance, 

by 
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by an officer who was going to joifi his regt- 
inent in Flanders. In bis way he had called 
at Antwerp, to fee a relation^ a vidow, who 
kept an hotel there. By this relation he was 
prevailed upon to defert his fellow-traveller:; 
which he accordingly did, early oote morn- 
ing, leaving only a letter for her^ wherda 
he informed her, that fhe mufl: now ihift for 
herfelf. My informant concluded, by telling 
me, that Mifs French was now became a 
|>rey to grief and defpair; that fhe had re- 
lufed all fuftenance, and feemed determined 
to put an end to her miferable life, as an 
atonement for her folly. 

As foon as I was told where I coukl fimi 
this unfortunate young girl, I haftened to 
her, leaving the fifters and children to go to 
their new reiidence ; as their happinefs (eem^ 
ted to centre merely in themfelves. As i had 
not feen Mifs French for many years, and 
(he was very young when I knew her, it was 
hardly poffible for me to recoiled her ; yet, 
as I had been uncommonly fond of her, and 
there was no very material alteration in my 
figure, Ihe readily recognized me. 

I found the unhappy girl in a decent 
apartment, and was ftruck with her appear- 
ance. She was indeed the moil beautiful 
creature I ever faw* Her perfbn was taU, 
and there was a dignity about her that com- 
'Hianded awe, as well as admiration* She 
knew my voice the moment I fpoke, and 

thus 
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thus accofted me, in a faint accent, " How 
^ good are you, my dear madam, to notice 
^* the moft wretched being upon earth !" I 
defired her to compofe herfelf ; telling her, 
that I feared there were very many as 
wretched as herfelf; and that flie ought to 
lefteem herfelf happy, that her feducer had 
left her before (he had a young family. I 
then informed her, that I was come to take 
her away with me. You may be fure fhe 
did not hefitate to accept of my offer. Her 
xbuntenance, which had juft been over- 
clouded with grief, began to affume a chcar- 
fulnefs; and the fmi£ that fucceeded, put 
me in mind of the fun, (hining through an 
April fhower. There being litde to fettle, 
as the wretch had paid for every thing pre- 
vious to the day he had abandoned her, 
which was about a month, and grief had been 
the chief of her fubfiftence fince, fhe was 
foon ready to accompany me. 

I fear I have tired you with the relation 

of thefe two long ftories. But as they are lb 

• interwoven with the circumftatices of my 

life, and make a part of my adventures, I 

thought it neceffary to infert tlieih. 

Gt At B« 
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LETTER LXX. 

July 5. »7— 

T is impoflible to defcribe to you the in- 
folence of the people belonging to the 
hotels in this city, or the exorbitance of 
their charges. Upon our return to that at 
which, we had put up, I found the hofte^ 
.greatly offended that I had not ordered din.- 
Jier before I fet out in the morning to view 
the place. Indeed, I had totally forgot the 
circumftance. And the two rencontres I \d 
met with, during my abfence, had pircvented 
my returning in time to do fo. 

As foon as I entered the hotel, I ran into 
aroomi the door of which flood open, where 
an objeft prefented itfclf to my view, that 
terrified me greatly. A large crucifix flood 
in a niche, oppofite the window,, and upon 
which a lamp refiefted a dimly glimmering 
light. By this deceptious light the figure 
.appeared to be animated; and my fancy, 
aided by my fears, reprefentcd it to my ima- 
gination as writhing in the agonies of death. 
My fcreams, upon beholding this Ipeftaclc, 
alarmed the whole houfc. Among the reft, 
appeared the good hoflcfs, who, upon learn- 
ing the occafion, coolly replied, I was not 
the iirfl that had been terrified at the fight ; 

but 
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but people who were fo timorous, ouglit to * 
burn lights conftanrly in the room they fat 
in. To which fhe added, with the moil: in- 
folent air imaginable, *^ I fhould not think, 
*^ indeed, of perfons taking up apartments 
*^ in an hotel, without ordering what is ne- 
** ceflary. But it fliall make no difFerencc ; 
*^ for I fhall charge both meals together." 
This fhe accordingly did. And upon my 
attcndant*s finding fault with the enormous 
charge^ fhe told him, with a fupercilious 
finile, that it was well be had demurred in 
ftead of me ; for if / had done it, fhe would 
have doubled the fum. 

Could you Have conceived fuch treatment 
poITible in fo large and populous a city ? Af- 
ter paying this bill, I found I had but a few 
ducats left; which would go but a little 
way towards fuch unreafonable dertiands as 
I was here fubjeft to. And what was to be 
done I knew not. I -had nothing of value 
V with me, being in mourning, but my watch, 
and an Agnes Dei, which had a diamond of 
fome colt at the top of it. As the people 
of Antwerp are bigots to a degree, I thought 
I could readily difpofe of the latter. This 
I determined to do, and immediately to 
fet out for the Hague. In order to acr- 
complifh my plan, I called in my travel- 
ling attendant, who told me there would 
be- no neceffity for my difpofing of the 
jewel, as he could procure me any fum I 

VOL. III. 1 flood 
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ftood in need of, for my draft upon Eng- 
land. 

This he did, and it happened very fortu* 
nately ; as the poor girl I had taken under 
my proteftion became fo extremely ill, that 
I was obliged to poftpone my journey upon 
her account. The grief (he had imbibed 
through the falfhood of her lover; the re- 
mains of affe&ion for him; together with 
the fudden tranfition from the deepefl: de« 
fpair, to the relief my notice afforded her ; 
were, all united, too -ftrong for her delicate 
frame ; and (he funk under the accumulated 
burthen. I was fo long detained at Antwerp 
by this incident, that I found it neceflary to 
defer my vifit to the Hague ; efpecially, as 
I had received a letter from England, in* 
forming me that the theatre was to opea 
early in September. 

From the fituation of mind I was in with 
regard to Mr. Calcrafi^ I could have wifbed 
never to return. My home was become fa 
hateful to me, that nothing could have in- 
duced me to revifit it, but the impulfes <rf 
maternal affedion, and the certainty of find- 
ing all my pecuniary affairs fettled. I^ how* 
ever, at length, fet out on my retiu*ii, but 
we were obliged to travel very flowly, as 
Mifs French's indifpofition increafed daily 9 
and to fo great a height had it attained in 4 
fortnight, diatj fjrom the inexprefiibly boKU<» 

tiful 
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tiful form I have already defcribcd, flie was 
become a frightful (keleton. 

Upon my arrival in England, I was dif- 
treffed beyond mcafure at finding that CaU 
craft, who was then at Marlborough, had 
not kept his promife as to my debts. Hav- 
ing depended upon him, I had not thought 
it neceflary to acquaint my creditors with 
my going abroad, which I Ihould otherwifc 
have done, as fome of them were rather 
uneafy, having heard we were not upon the 
beft terms. It therefore became needful, to 
malce my engagement at the theatre, which 
I had lately entered into, publicly knowa 
in the newfpapers. This was fufficient to 
quiet the apprchenfions of thofe to whom I 
was indebted ; but it was not fatisfadory to 
me. I was much mortified at being obliged 
to have recourfe to fuch duplicity. 

Upon this occafion, I applied for advice 
to my conftant friend at Somerfet-Houfe, 
Lady Tyrawleyj and herladyfhip encouraged 
me to fortn a rcfolution to quit his houfe, 
if Mr. Calcraft did not pay my debts. Wheni 
he returned to town from Marlborough, 
dreading the cclairciflement which he ex- 
pcfted would take place between us, he pre- 
tended to be ill. At lead I thought his in- 
difpofition to be only pretence; for when 
a perfon is once found guilty of a deception, 
we are apt to fufped all their aftions. 

I z Nothing 
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Nothing is fo dreadful to a liberal mind, 
as being obliged to folicit a favour from a 
perfon, towards whom, for fomc rcafon or 
other, we entertain a diflike. Cruel necef- 
fity, however, now compelled me to do this. 
Yet as I always efteemed a pfomife a debtj 
and moft of thofe obligations I wanted him 
to difcharge, were entered into upon his 
account ; I thought I had a right to demand 
from ]\^r. Calcrafc the fulfilment of his. I 
therefore went down to the office one day, 
and with more warmth than he had ever 
feen me animated by before, infifted on his 
performing this part of his agreement* I 
upbraided him for the negledt of it, jn fuch 
a determined manner, that 'there remained 
no room for him to doubt of my immedi- 
ately quitting his houfe, if my demand was 
not complied with. 

He urged in his defence, that he had loft 
a great deal of money ; that he had pur- 
chafed two eftates ;* and that he had ex- 
pended confiderable fums for Lord Granby. 
Through thefc united drains, he faid, he 
was really diftrefled. He told me, he had 
been in hopes that Mifs Meredith's legacy 
had made me tolerably eafy, as it was feven- 
t^en hundred pounds without the jewels. I 
reminded him of the debt for twelve hundred 
pounds which was to be dedufted out of it. 
And I then informed him, that I believed I 
©wed, befides, about three thoufand or fome- 

y what 
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vihat more, but Clifford was a better judge 
than myfelf of the particulars. I concluded 
with afTuringhim ihsitlwould have them paid. 
He fliook his head, and faid it was a large 
fum ; but if I could put off the payment 
till my benefit, he would fet me clear, uporr 
my promifing never more to incur any 

• debts. I told him, I difliked conditions j 
but if he would take off the rent charge 
from me of his brother and fifter, I would 
confent. He muft know, I continued, that 
this was no inconfiderable matter^, as it was 
Ihameful in him to confine the expences of 

• a young man, in fo cxpenfive a line as that 
-of the guards, to his pay 5 and a young wo- 
.man, who was obliged to appear as a gentle- 
woman, to fifty pounds a year. I then de- 
livered him a bill of Woodifield's for wine,, 
which was had when I kept the houfe, and 

. wine was not to be included in the articles 
I was to pay for. He immediately called 
for a check, and gave me a draft upon his 
banker for the /um. This I delivered in-, 
ftantly into the hands of Mr. Willis, the 
clerk who brought th€ check, and defired 
he would call and difcharge the bill. Ic 
was accordingly difcharged the fame day. 
My mind now was fomewhat eafier. Noc- 
withftanding which, as I could not entertaia 
any lefs difguftful fentiments of the mafter . 
of the houfe, home was ftill as hateful as 
ever to me, 

I 3 Upon 
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Upon my return from the Continent, I 
found that my new acquaintance, Mifs St. 
Leger, was married, and at variance with 
her mother. This prevented our ever meet- 
ing, but once upon a very difagrceable oc- 
cafion; and being obliged, fomc time after, 
to defire the Lady to be filent, one night 
at the Theatre, when (he was too voci- 
ferous. 

About this time. Lady Caroline Keppel 
was takeii dangeroufly ill i which threw her 
whole family, as well as Lady Caroline Fox, 
into the greateft diftrefs. That amiable 
young lady was ordered, like myfelf, to 
Briftol to die > but (he was almoft as miraca- 
loufly reftored to heatth there as I had been. 
Mr. Adair, who had afterwards the happi« 
Defs of calling Lady Caroline his wife^ de- 
clared upon this occafion, that he really 
thought that Lady and myfelf immortal ^ as 
it was not in the power of fuch feverc indif- 
pofitions as we had both been afflided with, 
to deftroy us. He however found to his 
coft, that her ladyfhip was mortal. For (he 
fell a facrifice a (hort time after to her af- 
feftionate regard for her filler. Lady Tavif- 
tock. Impelled by that to accompany her 
fitter to Portugal, before (he herfelt was re- 
covered from an illnefs under wiiich he had 
laboured, her anxiety, and her unremitting 
care of the dear lady Ihe attended, robbed 
her alfo of her life > a life which was eftcem- 

ed 
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ed invaluable by all who had the happind's 
of knowing herw 

My theatrical cxpeftations, this feafon, 
were far from pleafing. Moft of thofc 
ladies who had ufually honoured me wirh 
their encouragement at the Theatre, being 
cither indifpofed, gone abroad, or dead, it 
made a material difference in my (ituation,; 
and foreboded but an indifferent feafon. . 
My political conneftions (cemed to prefent 
me with a profptQ: no lefs difcouraging« 
)Mr. Fox injudicioufly accepted the Teals. I 
fay injudicioufly, becaufe in that office he 
would be circumfcribed. It was with great 
difficulty he was perfuaded to accept of 
them. And a very remarkable circumftancc 
attended it. He was three times minifler, 
and as often a private gentleman^ in twenty-^ 
four hours. 

The War-Office moft feverely felt his 
tranflation j as there never was a perfbn in 
any department of the ftate that acquitted 
himfclf with more credit, or gave more uni- 
verfal fatisfaftion. His attention extended 
even to the minuteft affair, and was unre*- 
mitting. No officer had occafion to levee 
him twice. Upon their firft application, he 
immediately informed them whether their 
expe6):ations could be anfwered. 

It muft naturally be fgppofcd that a per- 
fon of Mr. Fox*s great political genius, and 
unlimited underitanding, could not feel 

I 4 himfelf 
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himfclf happy in a fituation \vhere he was 
cramped by a man poffeffed of no other qua- 
lification but that of knowing how tp give 
a good dinner. It was too late for him, 
however, to rctraQ, when he had once 
yielded to the ill-timed perfuafions which 
over-ruled his judgment; and he found him- 
felf obliged to buftle through the blunders 
daily committed by his coadjutor. The ad- 
miniftration he was engaged in, was, befides, 
unfortunate. A chain of unforefeen events, 
exclufive of the unlucky naval difappoint- 
ment, and the fatal cataftrophe which af- 
forded Mr. Pitt occafion to give fo ftriking 
a fpecimen of his eloquence, tended to make 
it fo. 

Mr. Calcraft's ambition took the alarm on 
his not being appointed fecretary to his pa- 
tron. That gentleman gave the fecretary- 
Ihip to his nephew, the honourable Mr. 
Digby; to Calcraft's great difappointment 
and vexation. The ties of gratitude, not- 
withftanding its uncommonly forcible claims 
from him, were greatly weakened in his 
breaft upon this occafion. He could not 
conceal his difguft. Upon my remonftrating 
with him on the fubjeft, and reprefenting to 
him how unqualified he was to fit in Par- 
liament, I difcovered that he had pleafed 
himfelf with the thoughts of making a figure 
in St. Stephen's chapel. To evade the regu- 
lation which prevented agents from fitting 

in 
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in the houfe, I found, he propofed making 
over the agency for his regiments to his two 
principal clerks, referving the greateft part 
of the emoluments to himfelf. 

When I heard this, I could not refrain 
from being a little farcaftic. I told him, I 
made nb doubt but that he would know, 
when he got into the houfe, which fide to 
take his feat on -^ yet, in my opinion, he was 
totally difqualified from being any thing 
more than a Yea and Nay Man. He was 
much offended at the fuppofition, and made 
me the following fenjible and Jlorid reply : 
I am young enough to learn. I have been 
Fag long enough, and will not be any 
body's flave no longer." I know not' 
which furprifed me molt, his infolence, his 
phrafeology, or his abfurdity ; and I could 
not withhold from faying, that I was forry I 
had taken any pains to prevent his appear- 
ing to the world, the moft ungrateful mon-^ 
iter in the univerfe. That he mufl expeQ, 
if he proceeded in his foolifh fchetnes, to- 
be detefted by every rational being. And I 
could not help concluding my animadver- 
fions with repeating that expreffive line of 
Dry den's. 

He that's ungrateful has no crime lut one. 

As I had collefted, whilft I thus addrefled- 
him, all the contempt and indignation an of- 
fended woman could call to her aid,, in my 

I 5 manner. 
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manner^ look^ and voice, he flioddered as if a 
gorgon had prefented itfelf to his view ; and, 
for the time. Teemed to adopt my c^inion. 
But his behaviour afterwards proved, that 
this concedion was only defigned as a mafque 
to hide his intentions from me, and to free 
himfelf from my future jobations. 

The feeds of that fouleft of the mental im- 
perfe€lions, ingratitude, were thickly fown in 
his heart. — As Timon fays of his friends, 
•* The fellow had his ingratitude in him he- 
•' reditary." — I dare fay, the fweet fong of 
the immortal mafter of tBe paffions, upon this 
fubjeft. Blow, blowy thou winter s wind, occurs 
to your memory here, as it does to mine.— 
Nothing can be more applicable — '* The win- 
** ter's wind is not, indeed, fo unkind as 
man's ingratitude — its tooth is not fo keen,. 
bccaufe it is not feen, although its breach 
be rude — nor do the freezings of the bitter 
Iky bite near fo nigh as benefits forgot.'* 
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LETTER LXXI^ 

July IJ, 17— 

I STAND correQed.. — 1 have, indeed, 
more than once received your approba- 
tion of my digreflive fallies. — I have like- 
yife been honoured with your exprefs in- 
junctions to purfue my liille wanderings 

from 
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from the beaten track of narrative, on con- 
dition that I do not keep out of the road fo 
long as to lead the imagination too far from 
the principal fubjeft. — Thus encouraged, I 
will not again apologize, but fuffer my pen to 
take its courfe. — Allez vous done, ma plume. 

Every thing now confpired to add to my 
vexatious fituation. And thefe eonftant agi- 
tations of mind impaired my health; fo that 
I was but feldom able to make my appear- 
ance at the theatre. The death of Mifs 
French alfo affeQed me much, notwithftand*- 
ing it was an event to be expeQed ; and it 
would have been cruelty to wifh a life pro«- 
longed, which, from the corroding refleQions 
and delicate fenfations it muft always have 
been a prey to, could never hope for tran* 
quillity. This once fweet and lovely gid ex- 
pired, without a groan^ one day as we fat at 
dinner. Upon this occafion I might, with 
propriety, once more make ufe of Gay's de- 
f'criptive phrafe, and fay, that " She bow'd 
" her head, and died," 

From this incident, I am convinced, that 
it is fituation which often caufes the effeft. 
Senfations receive their birth rather from 
circumftances than from the events them- 
felves. For as there was an irremovable bar 
placed between this young lady and happi- 
nefs, had fhe expired in her apartment, it 
would not have excited either furprize or 
grief. But to make her exit during the con- 

16 viviality 
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viviality of the feftive board, was fo unac- 
cuftomed an accident, that it threw a damp, 
upon the furrounding fpeftators, and greatly 
added to the; horror naturally attendant on 
the diflblution of a human being. I after- 
wards learned, that the wretch, to whofe vil- 
lainy this fair flower owed her untimely fall, 
was broke for cowardice. A certain proof, 
that none but daftards can treat a weak, de- 
fencelefs, unfufpicious, believing wonian, with 
fuch inhumanity. 

Befides the diftrefs I experienced in my 
family, the ill fucCefs of public affairs gave 
me equal uneafinefs. Baiting a minifler was 
no uncuftomary thing; but the moft palpable > 
falfehoods were not wanting to calumniate 
the prefent* Mr. Fox was made account- 
able for the errors of others. It had been 
thought neceflary to engage foreign troops 
for the internal defence of the kingdom. 
This was a fpacious field for the great orator 
to rove in, and give free fcope to his un- 
bridled power of eloquence. Among other 
unhackneyed expreffions, he made ufe of the 
following: — He wifhed the motion might 
, prove a mill-ftone about . the mover's neck, 
to drag him to the lower regions. The event 
of the meafure is well known. 

At length, worn out with repeated difap- 
pointments and inceffant abufe, this great 
man refigned the feals. Had he been per- 
mitted to aa alone, as his fucceffor was, I 

have 
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have no doubt but he would have guided the 
helm with as much fuccefs as he did. 

Mr. Pitt now adopted the very plan that 
his predeceflbr had been ftigmatized for. 
Amcj'ica was to be conquered in Germany. Upon 
a motion he made in the houfe for that pur- - 
pofe, Mr. Fox arofe, and faid, ** I am happy 
** the Right Honourable Gentleman has re- 
traced the opinion he has hitherto main- • 
tained. And I fincerely wifh, that what 
** he hoped would prove a mill-ftone about . 
my neck, might become a brilliant, equal, 
if not fuperior, to that of his namefake's *, , 
to grace his hat withal." The manner, in 
which this wifli was delivered, added greatly 
to the thought. It feemed to point out the 
variablenefs of Mr. Pitt's political tenets, in 
direft oppofition to his own, which had been 
always invariable, and fixed as the needle to 
the pole. 

I now grew weary both of my political at>-» 
tachments and my theatrical engagements, • 
And, at the conclufion of the feafon, I pro- 
pofed retiring to the Continent, as I made no 
doubt of Mr. Calcraft's paying my debts. 
But in this expectation I was once more diC« 
appointed. For as foon as the feafon was 
over, he waited upon Lady Tyrawley, and in- 
formed her, that a very great lofs had put it 
out of his power to exonerate me from my 

* Governor Pitt, commonly called Diamond Vat. 
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debts at prefent. He therefore reqiicfled her 
Ladyfhip to intercede with me, to have pa- 
tience till the enfuing feafon. He then of- 
fered to join with me in a bond to Sparks, 
for the four hundred pounds I owed him. 

I fuppofed he had received a lift from Clif- 
ford of the whole of my debts ; but as he 
never purpofed to pay them, he deemed that 
an unneceflary trouble. As I could not ima- 
jine that he would endeavour to impofe a 
[alfehood upon any lady who was fierfclf a 
miracle of truth, I fubmitted to his propo- 
fal, and joined in the execution of the bond 
to Mr. Sparks, which has never been paid to 
this hour. 

I now borrowed two thoufand pounds 
upon my jewels, of Bibby, a pawnbroker, in 
Stanhope-ftrcet, Clare-market ^ and adding 
this to the money I had received at my be- 
nefit, paid my creditors as far as it would 
go ; referving only two hundred pounds for 
the exigencies of my intended journey to 
the Hague. I had been prevented, as I have 
already informed you, from vifiting that 
place laft fummer, and I now was determined 
to do it. I was the more anxious to quit the 
Icingdom, as company was grown difagrec* 
able to me. My fpirits were fo depreflcd, 
that I could not keep up the ball of con- 
yerfation a^ ufual. At the fame time I did 
not wifh to have my dejeftion perceived, left 
it ihould lead to a fuipicion of the caufe. 

I could ' 
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I could not bear the thoughts that my fitua- 
tion ihould be even guefTed at. I was as 
cautious in this refpcdt, as if I myfclf had 
been guilty of the cruel deception, which 
had been praftifed upon me — as if the un- 
happinefs I laboured under proceeded from 
my own imprudence, and nof the villainy of 
another. 

I fet out according to my intention for 
Holland, and arrived at Amfterdam, with* 
out any circumftance occurring worthy of 
relating. In this city I was advifed, by my 
former travelling attendant, John^ who like- 
wife accompanied me during my prefenc 
tour, to make a flay of a few days. As I 
repeated to you a few of the obfervations I 
made in my laft excurfion, and they met with 
a favourable reception, I ihall do the fame 
now. 

Amfterdam is a very populous place. The 
houfes are handfomely built, and the ftreeti 
are remarkably clean. There are many 
churches of all perfuafions in it, but none 
are permitted the ufe of bells, but thofe be- 
longing to the Calvinifts, which is the efta- 
blilhed religion. The chapels amount to 
twenty-feven. Among thefe, there is a kind 
of monaftery, the nuns of which are not con- 
fined to the ftri£t rules of others, but allowed 
to marry, if they pleafe. The air of the 
city is far from being pure, owing to the 
fogs that frequently obfcure it. 

The 
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The current coin is guilders, in value 
about two (hillings.- The induftry of the 
inhabitants is incredible. To fee a perfon 
. idle in Amfterdam, would be a miracle. The 
trade of this place is greater than that of any 
other part in Europe, the vaft commerce 
which is carried on by the Dutch to the Eaft- 
Indies centering here. It abounds with hof- 
pitals, befides which there are boxes, for the 
benefit of the poor, hung up in different parts 
of the city, the produce of, which is diftri- 
buted every quarter of a year by the over- 
fecrs. The play^houfes pay half their pro- 
fits to the indigent. 

The exchange is one of its greateft orna- 
ments. The gates of the city are fhut up 
every night at a quarter palt twelve, and 
every perfon coming in after that hour pays 
an additional penny for the poor. The houfes 
of corre6lion are worth viewing. Tbofe 
who are confined in them rafp or faw Brazil 
wood. And the indolent are puniihed in a 
very extr^aordinary manner. They are fhut 
up into a place, into which the water flows, 
fo that they are obliged to pump inceffant- 
ly to prefcrve themfelves from drowning. 
Their public fchools are much talked of, 
but I had not an opportunity • of viewing 
them. There are four fluices which open 
into the Wye, where there are beautiful 
walks planted with trees. And on the Wye 

there 
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there is one, which commands a very exten- 
five profpeft. In different parts of the city 
are a great numher of mills for fa wing of 
wood, for polifhingof marble, and for mak- 
ing gunpowder, &c. 

Here we refided a week. But the length 
of our refidence was more owing to the bad- 
nefs of the weather, than to any prepoflefllon 
in favour of the place. For the people arc 
too bufy to be civil. And though, from 
the extenfivenefs of its trade, Amfterdarri 
might juftly be filled the grand cenforium 
of commerce and opulence, yet I never was 
in any place that I would noi prefer to it as 
the place of my abode. 

At the Hague you get, as it were, into 
another world. There the ptople are al- 
together as polite i and particularly fo to 
ftrangers. Many of the flreets and public 
places are fpacious and airy. The buildings, 
in general, are grand, and the air is pure. 
This I experienced as foon as I approached 
it, as I had found a difficulty in breathing at 
Amfterdam. I had letters of recommenda- . 
tion to Mr. Van Helt's family, which nrtadc 
my flay at the Hague very agreeable. 

The palace at Opdam is the mofl magni- 
ficent. The Prince of Orange has a houfe 
' here, but it is not, in my opinion, equal to 
that of the Deputies of Amflerdam. The 
town-houfe is a very handfome building. In 
the front of it is a motto in Latin, which 

means. 
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means, that it is not in the power of Jupiter 
himfelf to pleafe every one. The great 
church fronts the town-houfe, which ha$ 
nothing belonging to it to excite curiofity 
but a very high fteeple. The principal 
ftreet, called the Prince Grafts is moft beauti- 
ful indeed. A fine canal, adorned with 
trees, runs through it. The buildings are 
funiptuous, and arc chiefly inhabited by peo- 
ple of quality. 

The environs are pleafant, particularly 
the wood, which is (ituated at a little 
diftance from the town, and where there is 
a palace belonging to the Prince of Orange. 
They have a legend here, that Margaret, 
daughter of the Count of Holland and Zea- 
land, was delivered of three hundred and 
fixty-five children at a birth. I refided in 
this delightful town fix weeks; and the great 
civilities I received during that time, arc ftill 
imprinted on my memory. Excufc this cur- 
fory, unconnefted account of the places I 
vifited. You will readily perceive that the 
obfervations were made, and are now writ- 
ten, in hafl:e. 

Upon my return to England^ I was invited 
to engage once more with Mr. Rich. But 
Barry being gone to Ireland, I did not choofe 
to hazard the reputation I had gained on 
the ttage, by playing to empty benches. I, 
accordingly, as I made no doubt of my 
debts being foon paid by Mr. Calcraft, de- 
clined 
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dined any agreement. My health was pcr- 
feftly eftablifhed, but a gloom had taken 
pofleflion of my mind that I could not get 
rid of. 1 flew ta diflipation for relief; but 
that proved a vain refource, efpecially as 
the caufe of that gloom refided under the 
roof with me — Dijftpation ever proves a vain 
remedy for a wounded mind— It might in- 
deed, (if I may be allowed to ufe the word 
when {peaking of an immaterial fubftance) 
cicatrize the wound; fpread over it a feeming 
healthy Ikin, and give a dclufive glow to 
the countenance; but under thefe ' appear- 
ances, the ailment will ftill rankle, and need 
a different treatment. Sufferings are alone 
to be alleviated by a patient rcfignation to 
the will of heaven ; and the only cure for 
them is Hope. 

I had an offer, about this time, from Mr. 
Woodward, of joining Mr. Barry and himfclf 
at their theatre. Crow- Street, Dublin, in 
\^hich they had a joint concern. This gen- 
tleman was indifcrect enough, upon fome 
trifling quarrel with Mr. Garrick, to embark 
a fortune of eleven thoufand pounds in a 
theatrical adventure with Barry, who not 
only, was without a (hilling, but greatly in- 
cumbered with debts. As the firft ftep to- 
wards getting rid of his money, a new thear- 
tre was to be built. 

Mr. MofTop had engaged another theatre 
there in oppofition to theirs. And as I had 

been 
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been fo carefled and flattered at Dublin, in 
my younger days, ic was naturally to be fup- 
pofed, that the fuccefs I had fincc met with 
on the London theatres, would enhance my 
val«e, and make me a defirablc acquifition 
to any houfe I Ihould appear at. In anfwcr 
to Mr. Woodward's application, which was 
by letter, I informed him, that at the dif- 
tance of fo many months I could not come 
to any refolution relative to his propofalsj 
but if I vilited Ireland, I would nnoft cer- 
tainly give him the preference. 

G. A. B. 
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July 18, 17— 

T this time, the celebrated Madam 
. Bruna made a vifit to Engl and, in order 
to try if (he could not recover fome part rf 
an eftate her grandfather had forfeited, in 
the reign of King William, The Marquis 
de Abrio, ambafTador from the court of 
Spain, \vho had fucceeded General Wall, 
was captivated by her voice. And as his 
Excellency was intimate at my houfe, and 
•knew my paflion for mufic, he introduced 
this lady to me. I was fo fafcinated by her 
mufical powers, that every hbur (he could 
fpare fhe complaifantly pafled with me in 
Parliament Street. 

Though 
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Though Shakfpere fays, " therc*s nought 
^^ fo ftockifli, hard, and full of rage, but 
*^ mufic for the time doth change his na- 
^' ture i" yet, as I have faid before, Calcraft 
was an exception to this rule. He fo dif- 
liked harmony, that whenever the found 
reached his ear, he direftly went abroad. 
This, added to the gratification of my paf- 
fion for mufic, induced me to have frequent 
concerts; and fome of the firft ladies ho- 
noured me with their company upon thefc 
occaGons. This Syren was fo much admired,, 
that whenever flie chofe to enchant her hear- 
ers, the Spanifh anibaflador's houfe, as well 
as mine, were crowded. I was now never 
at home, except when I had parties, which 
prevented Mr. Calcraft and me from meet* 
ing, but now and then at dinner. 

On New Year's Day, I had always a con- 
cert and ball. This year, Mr. Calcraft, in 
confideration of my not having any thea- 
trical engagement, fent me a hundred gui- 
neas by the houfe fteward. I own I was 
greatly furprifed at 'this unexpefted fit of 
generofity. And, though it was very in- 
adequate to the expences of the day, as I had 
the firft performers at the concert, anil a 
great number of ladies as vifitors, together 
with the foreign miniftcrs, I accepted of it. 
The unfortunate Count de Bathmore, mini- 
fter from the court of Denmark, opened the 
ball with the Countefs of Harrington. And 

the 
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the three young ladies, who vied with tlic 
three Graces, followed their lovely mother. 

The night was fpent in fcftivity, which 
was in a great meafure awing to the ab(ence 
of themafter ofthemanfibn. He had, as I 
afterwards learned, formed, at this time, a 
connection with a lady who had been my 
mod intimate acquaintance. It was with 
fome degree of furprize, that I heard every 
thing I faid of Mr. Calcraft repeated with 
exaggeration by my woman. She was per- 
petSTlly throwing out hints of his newVn- 
gagement. But as his amours could not 
concern me, I turned a deaf ear to them* 
In thefe repetitions there were many umi'^ 
cejfary exaggerations. For as my averfion to 
him was confirmed, and I always valued 
mylelf upon my fincerityj what I faid of 
him needed no addition. 

When I went to my own apartment^ after 
the ball, Clifford, who was ready to burft 
with the fecrct, wifhed me joy of the hun- 
dred guineas. To which fhe added, that 
her jnafter had been much afraid I ihould 
not have had my ufual entertainment Chat 
day. Upon my enquiring why j flie faid, if 
I had not, he would have been deprived of 
the opportunity of keeping his isifllgnation 
with my good friend, mentioning her lianic^ 
Atfird, 1 laughed at the abfurdity of the 
fuppofition; but upon her ftill perfifting in 

• 
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it, I grew angry; as the perfon (he men- 
tioned was a married woman. 

At length, Ihe informed m6, that if I 
would be at the pains to convince myfelf of 
the truth of what Ihe had told me, I might 
very foon do it ; as fhe knew their place of 
rendezvous, and would attend me. With 
regard to the gentleman, he had my free 
permiffion to engage himfelf wherever he 
thought proper. But as the lady had en- 
joyed my confidence, and been mifirefs of 
every thing I poflefled, I could not fo eafily 
reconcile myfelf to her treachery. I was now 
no longer at a lofs to account for the many 
fiories I had heard repeated to my difadvan- 
tage. But the perpetual round of engage- 
ments I was involved in, made me forget for 
a time the information I had received. 

One evening, however, Clifford came to 
me, and informed me, that if I would go 
to a certain houfe in Leicefter Square,! might: 
be fatisfied of the truth of what fhe had told 
me, by being an eye-witnefs to their meet*- 
ing. I accordingly fet out with her, and 
was convinced, from ocular demonftration, 
that my female friend was one of the moft 
worthlefs of women. 

Mr. Calcraft, alarmed lefl I fhould divulge 
the affair, which might bring on a profecu- 
tion from the injured hufband, came di<* 
re£Uy home, in order to prevail upon me to 
be filent. But I was gone to Madam Bruna's; 

defpifing 
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dcfpifing both the lady and the gcnilcnuD 
too much to trouble myfclf about tb«m 
Shame, avarice, and, I have reafbn tolx- 
lieve, difgufty made him avoid me for focK 
time after the difcovery. But this I was noi 
in the lead difpleafed at, as I had come toa 
refolution to leave his houfe. 

Notwithftanding what had happened, I 
entertained no doubt but that he would keep 
the promife he had fo often made to mcj 
and fo folemnly repeated to Lady Tyrawlqr. 
During the laft three months of my refidiog 
in Parliament-ftreet, we did not meet aboit 
twice. At the expiration of the time wbff 
the money was to be paid, I went to ^ 
much-loved advifer at Somerfet -houfe. Since 
I had informed thit lady of my real fituatioo, . 
fhe had redoubled her regard for me. My 
having been deceived into a connexion with 
a man I could neither love nor efteem, fc- 
cured me her compaflion. As ihe faw that 
the uncertainty of my fate made me truif 
wretched, her ladyfhip advifed me not to 
delay coming to an eclairciflcment s and if 
Mr. Calcraft prevaricated in the leaft^ to quit 
the houfe immediately. 

Though piudence diftated that it would 
not be proper to leave Parliament-ftreet till 
he had fulfilled his prontife, I refblved to 
fet off the next morning for Briftol^ if be 
made the Uaft demur. I therefore, as foon as I 
returned from Lady Tyrawlcy% ordered Clif- 
2 ferd 
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ford to fcal up die receipts of Maifoneuve, 
Deard, and Lazarusj the perfons of whom I 
had purchafcd my jewels. Thefe amounted 
to fix thoufand pounds, exclufivc of thofe 
left me by Mifs Meredith, and which, as her 
legacy, I could not part with^ I further 
gave her dire&ions to order a chaife and four 
to be ready at fix o'clock, and to pack up 
what would be neceflary for my journey. 

It was very uncommon for Mr. Calcraft 
and myfelf to dine alone. But we then for^ 
tunately fat down tete-a-tete. Mrs. Walker, 
who knew n\y intention, purpofely abfented 
herfelf upon the occafion. She was pre- 
pared as well as myfelf for the journey, as 
we neither of us had the leaft expeftation of 
his performing his prpmife, notwithftanding 
Lady Tyrawley was fo fanguine. 

There is nocin nature fo difficult a talk, as 
to prevail upon one's felf to folicit a favour 
from a being we hate. Even to receive an 
obligation unajked is difagreeable. To afk 
it was peculiarly grating to my mind, as 
pecuniary fiibjefts were ever, as I have al- 
ready informed you, difcordant to my foul. 
Thefe fentiments fpread an unaccuftomed 
gravity over my countenance. This could 
not pafs unobferved by him; and he en- 
quired whether I was indifpofed. Upon my 
anfwering, yes ! he was good enough to alk 
of what nature my diforder was. To which 
I replied, " The very worft that can opprefs 

VOL. Ill, K ** a wretch; 
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" a wretch ; I am overwhelmed with debt, 
** and deceived beyond a poflibility of re- 
" paration.'' 

He then commented upon my extrava- 
gance. Told me that my late hours affefted 
my health, and confequently made me low 
fpirited. Said, that I enjoyed every pleafurc 
the world could afford. And concluded 
with alluring me, that with regard to my 
debts, he would be fatisfied I had fome re- 
gard for him, before he parted with fo ca- 
pital a fuin. After this, he muttered fome- 
thing I did not, at that .time, well under- 
fland. 

• To all this I replied, ^hat confidering the 
terms v;e had been upon fince I had difco- 
Vered the cruel deception he had made ufe 
of to ruin ipe, he could not poflibly have 
any right to ccnfure my condudl; nor did I 
think myfclf, in any Ihape, accountable to 
him. And as to regard for him, I neither 
had, nor ever could, profefs what was fo- 
reign from my foul. I told him, that what 
I now required of him, was only the per- 
formance of a promife, which! claimed as 
a debt. A promife which he ought to con- 
fider as binding, had ?:of the bills to be dif- 
charged been for Vvhat was confumed in his 
houfc and by his company; but as he knew 
that to be really the cafe, it muft certainly 
render the obligation ftronger. I then de- 
manded an immediate and pofitive anfwer. 

To 
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Tp this, however, without any hefitation>. 
he gave a negative. 

Upon which, I very calmly, but beftow- 
ing upon him, at the fame time, a fmile of 
the mod ineffable contempt, aiked him if 
he would lend me the fum of two thoufand 
four hundred pounds upon my jewels, which 
were pledged. I mentioned that fum, as 
the intereft had accumulated, and I had no- 
money to take me to Briftol. I then produced 
the duplicate. He made no objeftion to the 
advance of two thoufand pounds, but the four 
hCindred he demurred at. Lefs I told him 
v/ould not do. At laft he gave Mr. Willis, 
the clerk I have ofcea mentioned, the money, 
upon my producing the jeweller's receipts. 

When this was done, Irequefted that he 
would difpofe of the jewels as foon as he 
could, and havFng repaid himfelf the money 
he had now advanced, let me have the over- 
plus to pay my creditors, as faras it would 
go j for I could do very well with the dia- 
monds I had, or without any, rather than to . 
be aflced for money that was juftly due. He 
gave me upwards of an hundred, and feem- 
ed very happy to have adepofitin his hands^. 
worth three times. the fum he had advanced. 
IVor was it the leaft part of his pleafurc 
that he had made me eafy at fo cheap a 
X'arc. 

The chaife came to the door at the time it 
i^vas ordered i and as my daughter, was to 

K n rcturoj. 
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return, the fame evening, to Camden Houfe, 
where fhe went to fchool, Mr. Calcraft might 
naturally fuppofe the carriage was for that 
purpofe ; but upon his obfcrving four horffs 
and a trunk behind, he remarked that this 
was unneceflary for fo fhort a way. To 
which I replied, that I was going a great 
way ; for I propofed lying at Reading that 
night. And as the horfes were my own, I 
certainly had a right to make ufe of them. 
At hearing this, hiS colour, which was ge- 
nerally very florid, became in an inftant pale 
as death. He, however, handed me to the 
carriage with the moft calm, and apparentlK 
unaffected indifference. I then bid him 
adieu ; faying. We fhould never, / bopei^ . 
meet again. 

When I got into the chaife, the fenlations 
1 felt could not be exceeded by thofeofa 
wretch reprieved from condign punifhment. 
Though deeply involved in debt, and with- 
out one pleafing prolpeft, I never in my 
life experienced fuch unimbitteredjoy. The 
parting from my daughter was indeed fome 
iibatement of it when I could colleft my 
thoughts, but as 1 intended a fpeedy return, 
1 hoped foon to fee her again at the fchool, 
though not at her father's. And as I was 
accuftomed to be feparated from her, it was 
but a momentary pang. 

At Salt- hill I met Mr. Fox, to whom I re- 
lated &he whole of what had happened. He 

blan)cd 
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blamed me for leaving the houfe before I 
was quite clear ; and earneftly requefted that 
I would return. He informed me that Mr. 
Calcfaft had hinted at 'my having, for fomc 
time paff, entertained a partiality towards 
another ; and my quitting his houfe fo fud- 
denly, he faid, would tend to confirm his 
fufpiciohs. As I was confcious there was not 
the leaft foundation for fuch a furmife, it 
doubly incenfed me againft the entertainer of 
it ; and determined me never to fee or hold 
any communication with a man, who added 
calumny to the irreparable injuries he had 
done me ; and that merely to avoid paying 
what in juftice and equity he was obligated 
to do. 

Permit me here to add to what I have al- 
ready faid on this fubjeft, that I cannot help 
thinking our laws are very deficient, in not 
making a promife as valid as a bond. — As to 
myfelf, I efteem it much more binding. In 
the former I confider myfelf as obliged to the 
perfon who accepts it, for placing a confidence 
in my honour. The fenfe of the obligation 
dwells upon my mind, and ftimulates me to 
the performance of it. As in love or friend- 
fhip we are obliged to the perfons who think 
us worthy of their attention ; fo in a promife, 
1 am doubly indebted to thofe who gave me* 
credit for the fulfilling it. 
, Upon my arrival at Briftol^ I received a 
letter from Mr. Moifop^ witli very advan- 
tageous 
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tagcous offers. In my anfwer I informed 
him of my promife to Mr. Woodward, which 
obliged me to give him the preference. 
And foon after I wrote to Meffrs. Wood- 
ward and Barry, to let them know that my 
terms would be a thoufand guineas for the 
feafon, and two benefits. But receiving no 
anfzver from them, I accepted of Mr. Mof- 
fop's propofal, upcn the fame terms. That 
gentleman brought the agreement down to 
me, and the honourable Mr. Beresford was 
his farety. 

When Mr. MoflTop returned to London, be 
thought himfelf fo happy in the acquifilioB 
he had made to his company, that he mcft- 
tioned it cverv where. The news foon reach- 
ed Mr. Calcraft. Alarmed at it, he wrote to 
Lord Tyrawlcy, who was then at Bath, re- 
quefting that he would come over to Briftol 
to me, and endeavour to prevail upon me to 
return to him. He, at the fame time, ofiFcred 
mc, by his Lorddiip, a charte blanche. My 
good friend, Qain, and General Honeywood, 
attended his Lordfhip in this viGt. 

My Lord made ufe of every argument in 
his power, to influence me to accept of Mr. 
Calcraft's propofaK^. And my fecond father 
united his inHucncc, which was not in the 
lead abated, with that of his Lordfhip ; but 
I was inflexible. I had not an opportunity 
of acquainting Lord Tyrawley with the real 
caufe of this apparent obilinacy ; but as the 

penalty 
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penalty of my engagement with Moflbp was 
in the fum of two thoufand pounds, 1 knew 
it was fcarcely to be expefted, that a man, 
who, inftigated by avarice, had repeatedly 
broken the moft folemn promifes, would 
engage to pay fuch an additional fum. 

But had he confented to make over to me 
the whole of his fortune, unlefs induced by 
my affeftion for my children, I would not 
have accepted of it. For though paflion was 
but a bad excufe for the unpardonable de- 
ceptions he made ufe of to get pofleflion of 
me, yet it was fomc excufe. Whereas no 
palliation could be urged for his meannefs, 
and repeated breaches of faith, in not ex- 
onerating me from my debts. This had fo 
deeply rooted my contempt for him, that 
whatever offers he could make, deferved, 
and received, a rejeftion. 

Before Lord Tyrawl'ey and his companions 
left me, Mr. Quin laid me a wacrer of one 
hundred guineas, that I (hould not go to 
Ireland. Which, on his lofing the wager, 
he afterwards fent me, without my remind- 
ing him of it; but what was of much greater 
value to me than the money, he accompa- 
nied it with a letter, containing affurances of 
his unalterable friendfliip. And, indeed, it 
only ended with his life. 

G. A. B. 
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